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Introduction 





"They're Scythians! 


“Quel effroyable spectacle! Ce sont єих-тётез! Tant 
de palais? Quelle résolution extraordinaire! Quels 
hommes! Ce sont des оазе" 


Thus exclaimed Napoleon in horror as he 






























Kremlin Palace at the c 
was steadily арр 
said to have set fir 
in order to force a French retreat. 
jur, to whom w 















с ‘Having 
empire, he was as 
reaction was not tha 
He felt that he had met à p 
superior to his own and th 








Napoleon was interested. 
the blazing inferno may have reminded 
him of Herodotus' account o 

rs ago, in Book IV of the Histories, of the 
lure of the Persian King Darius's campai 









especially to subjugate them, th 
developed a brilliant system of delay 
which eventually proved completely success 
Tul. Luring the Persians decp int 

tory, they destroyed wells, burned food and 
trampled their own pastureland. In 

they sought to wear down the invaders, and 
through theie superior horsemanshi 

ing to ancient sources, the Seythi 
brought about the total destruction of the 
Persian army. Lt may have occurred to Napo- 
leon that day in Moscow that those events 




















were said to have taken place only a few 
hundred miles to the south, in the steppes 

he Ukraine. His horrified 
re Scythians!” refers in this 
1 10 a particular fighting strategy and 
ality which was associated by writers of 
classical times with the Scythians, an assoc 
ation which has survived into the modern age. 























уан 
eyes of an 
kas) 
h who were con- 
ly colourful and posed 
ing Darius had succeeded 
520/19 
was bound and 
The huge relief on the rock 
Гоп the road. 
western Iran, 
1 nine sub- 
the right is 
of the "pointed. 
iption proclaims 
tory over him. By contrast the 
ign against the European Sevthians six 
mentioned above, was а disaster 























prevented anything worse happe 
time, as we are told in Book XIII of Strabo. 
As might be expected, there is no Persian 
iccount of this ignominious defeat. The pre 
sentday visitor to Persepolis will encounter 
ancient representations of tribute-bearing 
Scythian or Sakan delegations who, in con- 
rast to deputations from other peoples, are 
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always depicted carrying arms: 
somewhat unusual for a ‘tributary’ people. 
In the eyes of the classical Greeks the 


Scythians were northern barbarians with 











bizarre and bloodthirsty customs. One of the 
habit of drinking wine meat, 


former was thei 







which meant “ge 
Owing to the constant traffi 
hemp-inhaling lords of the steppes north of 
the Hellespont, who loved pomp and show, 
had been well known at least since the fifth 























men BC, ev Athens, and they did 
ing but inspire nce. They were, 
however, famed for being excelle 





and in ancient times d o be invincible 
with their horses and bows, they 
bled centaurs, and the Greeks coined a 
new word, ‘horse-archers’, to describe i 
Schoole 
batles against sup 
Scythians, however, share the fate of all 
peoples who had no w what we 
from written sources originates from foreign 
observers, often even from enemies, and is 
correspo 
derive 
from the colourful and tole 
sive 
took him to the southern bon 
There is also an account by o 
of the Hippocrat 






























cism about’ Herodotus descripti 
about the account of the pseudo-Hippocrates, 
"which documents the view of the contempor- 
ary physician. Yet despite the latter's appear- 
ance of being scientific and precise, it is clearly 
more distorted than the former owing to 

aesthetic and cultural 
se aversion to riding. 

in waggons. 

The present-day theatre-goer, interested 
Greek comedies such as those of Aristophanes, 
will be familiar with the figure of the Scythian 
dressed for the most part 





















and life on horseback a 
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Recruited as keepers of law and order, Scythi 
had long been a frequent and everyday 
in Athens and were favourite objects of 
ridicule for the comic playwrights of the day 
id licentious, and speaking 








Similarly, most people today either have a 
false picture of the Scythians or the word 
means practically nothing to them, unless they 
happen to have seen the magnificent evidence 
of their culture in the museums of Leningrad, 
Moscow or Kiev. But even then, the actual 
"Hand ofthe Scythians” remains closed to them, 
not least owing to the fixed tourist routes for 











familiar with Rus- 
^h almost all modern 
specialist literature is published. Ошу the 
finds from the frozen tombs of Pazyryk in the 
Altai have become more widely known, since 
much them in the 




















culture and do not, in isolation, provide 

adequate grounds for assessment. А somewhat 

exaggerated parallel would be if we were to 

reconstruct the whole of Roman culture on 
of finds from their military 

rugged, 

In the 












is gold alone which accounts for 
ewed interest in the Seythians, which 
they deserve and which was indeed not lacking 
in earlier periods, even in scholarly German 
ch literature 
weratare on the Seythians is orientated 
towards popular science and dominated, with 
eplions, by stereotyped views of the 
culture. This is due in 
large measure to the working methods of 
archaeologists, especially those in the last 
century. Excavation work was confined to 
graves ofthe Scythian ruling class, which were 
purposely sought because of the objects of 





















precious metal which they contained. Their 
scientific investigation would often be rigor- 
ously curtailed if evidence of a grave-robbery 
was found, indicating that there would no 
longer be any gold to find. This attitude, 
together with the lack of interest in settlements 
or in the graves of the less privileged members 
of the populace, which naturally did not 
contain such beautiful and rich deposits, 
meant that the only available information. 
concerned a minute proportion of Scythians. 
Even the Russian exile Michail Rostowzew, 
in his great work, Sit und der Besphoras 
(Sothia and the Bosporus, Berlin, 1931), does 
Fact deal with the ‘normal’ Seythi 

basing his archaeological sections almost 
exclusively on finds from the tombs of the rich 
and distinguished. Furthermore, there was no 

research into settlement, All 













ases to lead idle lives of amı 
vagrant horse-breeders, and whose 
centred on war and the acquiring of booty 
Since there had Jong been no anthropologi 







pi 
physical characteristics of the 


Scyt 
remained unchallenged. These culminated i 





the image of the Scythians as without excep- 
tion small, bow-legged, fat creatures of an 
extreme Mongol type. 

In addition, as а result of co 
political events the Scythians b 
butt of the most absurd prejudices, Their 
acquisition of land in the frst millennium ВС 
was seen as a threat to the civilization and 
culture of ancient Europe, and the present 
day Iron Curtain is interpreted as the contin- 
uation of the former western boundary 

here of control. 

first emerged from the obscur- 
ity of the burial chambers, Seythian art has 
attracted intense interest. A series of magnifi- 
cent publications ensured that many of the 
exquisite finds were made available to a fairly 
wide public? 

In the meantime, new excavations and 
research in the Soviet Union and immediate 























neighbouring areas has completely transfor- 
med the image of the Scythians. The most 
important findings, which compel us to re- 
examine and revise completely our ideas of 
ancient horse-riding nomadic cultures, will be 
dealt with in this book. The basic conditions 
for this new level of sci knowledge 
consist first of all in the setting up of large- 
scale excavations together with archaeological 
settlement research. For the necessary shifting 
of earth, Soviet archaeologists made use of 
building machinery very early on — not least 
‘owing to pressure exerted by plans for techni 

projects such as canals and reservoirs ete 
Bulldozers, scrapers and cranes are now the 
order of the day, and the archaeologist often 
has to wear a protective helmet while at work, 

In the Soviet Union excavations and 
archaeological expeditions are generally th 
province of the с 




























ns is Kiev, Finds are 
ity museums, and the 
treasure chamber of the Kiev cave monastery 

ins one of the most 
ıs of Scythian gold. All 
al objects discovered 
Ukraine since 1917, which were not destro 
in the Second World War, are concentrated 














s, archaeology in the 
sed with a number of ot 





interdisciplinary work enables a new, diffe 
assessment of the level of economic develop- 
‘ment and potential of the Scythians, and of 
their practices in art and religion. Thousands 

excavated burial grounds 

e based, 
graves of 
iy unearthed, but 
completely exposed and thoroughly docu- 
mented - allow numerous deductions about 
the ruling classes and testify to their power 
over the possessions, labour and life of others 
even afier death. The examination and evalu- 
of the many and varied objects of 
weaponry now enables us to make positive 
statements regarding the military equipment 
















and fighting methods of the Scythians. They 
‘ako show us the fundamentals of that Scythian 
fighting prowess which was so much feared in 
ancient times, Investigations in areas which 
in the seventh and sixth centuries BC were 
targets of nomadic equestrian military cam- 
paigns, and where vast tracts of destruct 

have been established, also make possible 
deductions about the fighting strategy of the 











invaders. The greatest and most astounding 
discoveries, however, must include the 
unearthing of large fortifications and ‘urban’ 
settlements. 

AN this has resulted in the transformation 
of an archacological view which previously 
seemed unalterable. It is the intention of the 
present work to give an account of this process, 








1 The land of the Scythians 





Reconstruction of the an 
topography 





certain phases of Seythian hist 
extended far beyond this: tl 

the "Scythian road’) in the south-ea 

Dobruja ("Scythia Minor 

included from time to ti 











the subject, The first view is th iem 
boundary stretched along a line roughly coin- 


the second, it ran. 


dividing line which is still important today 
that between the grass steppes of the south. 
and the forest steppes of the north. The Black 
Sea formed Scythia's southern boundary, and. 
the geograpl iquity compared its 
shape to a drawn Seythian bow, The extreme 
ends of this "bow. » both 
by straits, the Th: in the west 
and the Cimmerian Bosporus in 

To the Greeks the Black Sea was ‘the most 
wonderful ofall seas’, with water sweeter than. 
all the others. However, it was alo notorioush 
dangerous, w shallows, thick mists and 
extremely violent and unpredictable storms 
which smashed the ships against the towering 
cliffs of a coast which had very few natural 
harbours. Nevertheless, the Greeks gave the 
Black Sea the name Pontos Euxenias or ^hospit- 
able sea’. In Roman times Ovid called it the 
“Scythian S 

Apart from the ancient nan 
the plain geographical term 









































jcythia and 
‘north Black 
















the terms 
merged, 
teenth century. From а 
ıd geographical standpoint, 
roughly corre- 

-day central and 
extend 










th to north this area is divided 
to volcanic Crime 
e forest steppes 
^ the forest zone prope 
In the east the steppe zone. 
becomes the steppes of the Volga and Ural 
district, extend far as Kazakhstan, th 
id Mongolia, 





topographically iı 
plateau and айо 





















of a fairly extensive wave of colo 
considerable number of Greck settlements 
grew up on the narrow northern coastal strip. 
ofthe Black Sea. According to ancient sources 











‘we must assume that its 
to good relations with the 





indigenous popul 
The most important new foundations, 
which soon developed into towns, were Olbia, 
ted on the estuary of two large rivers, the. 
Hypanis (present-day Bug) and the Borysth 
enes (Dnieper), Tyras, modern Belgorod- 
Dnestrovski, оп the bank of the Dniester, 
and Njmphaion and Chersonesos Таша in the 














Crimea. A further group of settlements devel settled by various ethnically distinct peoples, 
oped on the banks ofthe Cimmerian Bosporus, dominated by Scythian tribes: the Tauri in 

which the Greeks considered to be the bound. che southern Crimea, the Neuri in the north | 
ary between Europe and Asia. Among thee west, the Agathyrsi in the west, the Andro- | 
were Panticparem (modern Kerch) ий and Gcloni in the north, | 




















the European side — which in the period the Sauromatians in the east, and the Sindi 

following became the capital of the Bosporan and Macotae in the south-east. 

empire; Phanagoreia, already on the As here are many documented instances 

and Tanais in the Don delta, which show that inte 

cast tip of ancient Macotis (Sea of Az Greeks and Scythia 
At that time the vast north Po 









marrying between 
„ аз well as other indi- 
all uncommon in 








area was genous peoples, was n 


© usin 











this area. The mother of Demosthenes, for 
example, was the child of such a union (from. 
the north coast of the Black Sea). Demos- 
ihenes, as the grandson of a rich Seythian 
woman, was repeatedly accused by malicious 
opponents in Athens of being a barbarian who 
was merely availing himself of the Greek 
language. 

Most of the towns founded b 
experienced intense growth 
tury, acquiring substan 


the Greeks 
e fifth cen 
ifications, 











CASPIAN SEA 





extensive harbours, residential and temple 
districts, market-places and manufacturing 
centres etc. Many of these towns survived into 
the first centuries AD and were not destroyed 
ший the time of the great migration, They 
are of particular significance for the period in 
as they maintained extensive trade 

as with the peoples of the Pontic-Casp- 
steppes 10 the north, so th 
lebted to them for numerous written rec- 
ords. The terms hippemalgi and galactophagi 
“horse-milkers’ and 'milk-eaters’) had already 
appeared in the works of classical writers, and 
since we know of these from later periods as 
myms for Scythians the descriptions - in 

(XI, 1-7) for example 

inly refer to them. However а 
as later transpired - accurate 
was first demon- 





























were in direct contact with them, 
ady mentioned, the most important of 
these was Herodotus, In his Book IV, the 


of his journey to Olbia and 














erous conversations with the inhabitants of 
ie town who called themselves Olbiopolites 
re brought together 

ng description of country and people 
Herodotus seems to have been interested in 
is country because he wanted to visit and 
perve the scenes of certain events of which 
he had heard. In particular he was interested 
campaign against 

asy to explain why 
this much-travelled 
time of his visit, in the middle 
ofthe fifth century, the town was experiencing 
a masive expansion and was the pivot of 
trade and traffic with the peoples ofthe steppe- 
It was the departure point of the great caravan 























1 Map of ancient Scythia 
Boundary between forest and forest steppe 

— Boundary ашнен foret steppe and grass steppe 
Maim Greek urban settlements on the north coast 

of the Black Sea 

Mein fortifed зееним» dating from Scythian times 

> Concentrations e burial meando 








эз 


route to the east which led far into the 
Asian interior and whose end was shrouded in. 
mythical darkness, the land of the “gold- 
guarding griffons’ and other fabulous crea- 
tures. With the help of interpreters and 
middle-men, Greeks and Scythians were able 
to do extensive business owing to this trade 
route. Herodotus actually spoke to Thymnes, 
the Scythian King’s agent in Olbia, in order 
10 extract various items of information. On 
his own evidence he also visited Exampacus, 
an area further inland which is still rather 
Greeks called 




















“Sacred Ways’. 1 
acquaintance with the actual heartland of 
Seythia is disputed by scholars. 

Herodotus's account is one of a particularly 
important group of eyewitness reports. In 
several passages in his book he writes in the 
first person, so confirming his visit, which is 
presumed to have taken place around the 
middle of the fifth century BC. Another travel- 
ler who possibly visited the area a short 
later wrote an account (although. 
personal one — see p. 5H) which is 
the Hippocratic treatise. 

А further ‘eyewitness’ was the unfort 
Roman poet Ovid, who after a fall life in 
Rome close to the imperial house was exiled 


































In the year AD 9 he thus f 
irctly on the western border of 
Scythia (“Scythia Minor ) in a town inhabi 
by a mixed population of 
Seythians and Getae 
Greek town, Тота was 
mediate threat from Беде 
Wrenched from the socal е of Rome, where 
he had belonged to the wealthy class, sepa- 
rated from family and friends, with no library 
and isolated, at first, by his inability to speak 
the language, Ovid led a mournful existence. 
In that harsh climate and in an atmosphere 
of war, his life was plagued by depression and 
illness? A substantial collection of poems of 
lamentation (Tristia) and letters (Epistulae ex 
Pons) from this last period of his life — he is 
said to have been buried near Tomis - has 
survived. They provide a wealth of informa- 
tion about the conditions of life in this region 

























at the beginning of the Christian era. The 
Scythians and the Sarmatians presented a 
constant threat to the Roman coastal pro- 
Vince, thus causing the ageing poet additional 
tribulation; he described them, in the most 
clegant language, as particularly ugly, bar- 
baric and lacking in culture (not worthy of 
my song...) 

‘nally, in the summer of AD 95 the orator 
Dion Chrysostomos from Prusa in Bithynia in 
north-west Asia Minor journeyed 1o Olbia, 
finding there only a few remaining houses and 
dilapidated walls. The statues in the temple 



























that he had 
"The beautiful 








meeting wi had just returned from a. 
tour of duty in the steppe, wore the trousered 
costume of the native mounted warriors, Dion. 
preserved his impressions of Olbia in his 
Borysthenitica itian speech, deliv- 
red in my native town’), which was probably 

read out in Prusa. Through Dion we le 
many details of life in the once flourish 

vem which at this Iate period was 
izens of Olbia 
vonoured in two 
uated on the so- 
called Isle of Achilles). He tells us of the poets 
heir contests sang only of 























jomer. In their reverence for the great master 
they are said to have all been blind, since they 
believed one could only thus be a poet. Dion 





underlines his scepticism of what he heard 
with a joke about the contagious nature of 
Homer's ocular disease. 
part from Herodotus's account in Book 
IV, the Borysthenitica is the only verifiable 
eyewitness report we have of a visitor to 
Olbia - and what changes took place in the 
five centuries that separate the two! 
Herodotus’s comments on the climate are 
extremely informative — indeed he gives us 
horrific accounts, of a sort that continue to 
appear in all the classical literature about 
the region. The Scythian cold, he says, was 











proverbial: the unbearably cold winter con- 
ned unabated for eight months, and the 
other four months were also cold and wet 
(according to Herodotus the cold was so severe 
that по horns grew on the cattle). At the 
same time he describes the countryside as 
rich pastureland, well watered by large and 
beautiful rivers teeming with fish. The excel- 
lent quality of the cattle was auributed in 
ancient times to the famous Pontic worm- 
wood.’ Herodotus found the majestic Borys- 
¿tenes (Dnieper) particularly impressive and 
admired the lush meadows that bordered its 
banks and the excellence of йз water for 
drinking. Within the world known to him he 
placed it second only to the Ni 

"The Dnieper is sill beautiful 
especially to eyes jaded by ci 
water is comparatively clear, 
a luminous blue from a dist 

















in fruitfulness. 
today, 
















ches of drifting sa 
er que character. 
European rivers its banks a 
west side and flat on the. 

often reach a conside 


Like all eastern 









steep on the 
c steep banks 








there is a break the characteristic geological 
layering e 
earth — seldom metres - and 





underneath th 

and clay. 
Within the former borders of S 
river has, however, been complet 
med by the construction of several reservoirs 
mmed seas’ in Russian). Tis once famous 
rapids, the Pordgé, which used to make all 
» impossible for a stretch of about 47 

miles (75km) below Dı 

meant unloading and con 
tow-barge, have now disappeared beneath 
of dam water. It was here that 
igh a barrier of granite 

















ing transport by 














ment, the "Ukrai ‚ ап eastern out- 
crop of the Carpath impressive and 
dangerous nature of these rapids, which gave 
the Zaporogan Cossacks their name (“Cossacks 
of the waterfalls’) and constituted a natural 
phenomenon unique in Europe, inspired the 








Byzantine Emperor Constantine Porphyro- 
genetos to write a description of them in the 
ninth chapter of his work, De administrando 
imperio, in the tenth century. 

Apart from several minor barriers, alto- 
gether seven large ones presented obstacles to 
navigation. The largest and most dangerous 
was the fourth, counting from the north; it 
consisted of a granite outcrop 2789 ft (850 m 
in length and had a drop of 14 ft (4.3 m) down 
to the river bed. 









Dnieper formerly 
ries which flowed 


‘woods, which are often marshy, are called 
pasni and were once a paradise for birds and 
animals including wild boar, deer and elk, All 
this now belongs in the past. In the time of 
the Cossacks the “capi 













descriptions, especially in his 
obably also on one of 
us defamatory letter 





shamed IV was write 
puured by Re 
or wh 








region the typical ri 
in the form of a liman (lagoon) 
exception. Limans 
shallow, brackish estuary or coastal lakes into 
which the river flows from the north and 
which are separated from the Black Sea by a 
At high water the river flows over 
this towards the sea, but during dry periods 
intense evaporation causes an often evilcamel- 

















they produced a far greater yield in ancient 
times. They were also a rich source of sca- 
salt. The Dnieper and the Bug merge in a 

after 





Nothing but grass 


The land of the Scythians, that immense grass 
steppe moulded by wind and weather, is 
described by most foreigners as being dreary 
and depresingly monotonous with its ur 
Tormity of appearance. As mentioned above, 
the north Pontic steppes constitute the western. 
‘outcrop of the great steppe belt which links 
Europe and Asia. It was the home of the 
uropean and Asiatic Seyt 
shared it with various other tribes, which were 
so similar to the Scythi 
can all be 
ик ing that the expression, ‘the 
two. therefore found in classical 
literature, to describe that vast tract of steppe. 
нек нке кы дш 
(7000 km) from the foot of the С 
all the way to Mongolia. JG. Kohl, in th 
last century, used an imp to 
express the size and extent of the steppe: a calf 
which began its grazing in the С 
would only arrive at the other er 
pastureland, the foot of the Great Wall of 
when it was an ox wel 
This vast expanse was 
and was crowed im а rel 
time by swift troops of horsemen. Riding day 
and night and consta wing horses 
the elite of the Mongol 
riders, covered the distance from. 
on the upper Orkhon 
ain in about one month 






























































If we ане 
steppes and their vegetal 
we arrive at an incomplete and 
tradictory picture. 

of ancient times has been destroyed by intense 
agricultural exploitation: the grassland has 
been replaced by enormous cultivated areas, 
a ‘world’ of sunflowers, maize and wheat. 
Modern canal networks traverse the country- 
side and are being constantly extended. Apart 
from the nature reserve of about 200 hectares 
surrounding the Askaniya-Nova zoo to the 
south of Kachovka, the old vegetation of the 
‘original’ steppe has survived in only very few 
areas, since the flora characteristic of the 
steppes only establishes itself in soil left fallow 





deed con- 
The natural environment. 




















for decades. If we compare various travellers! 
accounts - most of them from the last century — 
considerable in observation 








‘The picture is somewhat distorted by the fact 
that at the time the accounts were written 
large-scale deforestation of the steppe had 
already taken place. The destruction of large 
tracts of woodland in eastern Europe can be 
traced over the centuries, and we can be 
certain that formerly the forest area in the 
south was considerably greater, There was in 
fact a severe shortage of timber in Scythian 
times doubtless exacerbated by intense over- 

of existing 








woodland 
amongst others a large expanse of forestland 
called Hylaia on the lower reaches of the 

hich possibly extended eastwards 
as far as Molocnaya. Today there is no longer 
any trace of this, but travellers in the late 
iddle Ages still mention vestiges of it, as for 
instance the famous М 





















Mongols by the Pope in 
jury and chose to take the 








tains northwards he came to a 
‘on the plain, full of springs 





In attempting to reconstruct the physical 
character of ancient Scythia we must also take. 
into account the fact that not only the steppe 

a considerable proportion at least of the 
forest steppe to the immediate north was 
under Seythian domination and therefore part 
of the Scythian landscape. 

It will be seen in the following pages 
there were compelling economie reasons for 
this bringing of steppe and forest steppe under 
‘one dominion, which was presumably 

ieved by means of ‘fire and the sword’. The 
icturesque forest steppe with its undulating 
terrain plentifully watered by tributaries of 
the Dnieper such as the Sula, Pel, Vorskla, 
Tyasmin and Ros’, its lush meadows, bushes 
and beautiful woodland, has always delighted 
travellers, By contrast, the steppe frequently 
induced negative reactions which in turn 
tended to inspire derogatory judgements 
with regard to the history and culture of its 





























inhabitants, 


From time immemorial down to the present 
day, they [the north Ponte steppes] have 
been the dwelling-place of savage nomads 
and barbaric hordes in whom no indepen- 
dent seed bearing the idea of the state, the 
building of towns or cultural development 
ever took root, but who attracted the atten- 
tion of the rest of the world only through 
their activities which were hostile to and 
destructive of all culture. (Kohl, 1841). 








"The steppe lacks the beauty and charm of 
fold vegetation such desolate 
surroundings, where the wandering 
imagination finds no point of rest on the 
shifting horizons and the memory no place 
whereby it can orientate itself, there is also 
a lack of hist 
with western 















Middle Ages. In our 
continent the light rises in the west and 
disappears in the cast, (Roesler, 1863 


"The colonization of the southern Ukraine 
from Russia was therefore welcomed as the 





"curing of the steppe si le land 
was transformed spite 
of the land 
cultivas despread that the 





former features of the landscape wen 
‘out of all recognition. 

A rich source of information for the archae- 
ologist wishing to reconstruct the ancient 
topography is provided by the geological 
deposits of the large burial mounds 
their slopes are frequently too steep fon 
ation, the old vegetation has survived on their 
surface and often around their base. Tt both 
illustrates and verifies the descriptions of carl- 
ier centuries, enabling us to imagine in detail 
the “bottomless sea" into which the writers 
gazed: 















For a few verts one sees nothing but 
wormwood and more wormwood, then 
nothing but vetch for a few versts, then half 





a mile of mullein and another halfofmelilot, 
then an expanse of swaying milkweed, a 
thousand million nodding heads, then sage 
and lavender for the duration of an after- 
noon doze, then tulips as far as the eye can 
sce, a bed of mignonette two miles across, 
whole valleys of caraway and curled mint, 
endless hills covered in resurrection plant 
and six days’ journey with nothing but 
dricd-up grass. This is the way vegetation 
is more or less distributed in the steppe, 

h a complete lack of charm, beauty or 
attractive feature of any kind. 

















Thus the German 
describes his impressi 


traveller JG. Kohl 
of the steppe region 
ind sighed inwardly: 
e meadows, or even 
the grass of the Black Forest or the Odenwald, 
ог the lawns of the green island of Britain!) 
the steppe (towards 

il) he remarks: 
























of Ap 





ıd to embark on a spring campaign 
in the steppe with Mongols or Tatars has 
i . But only with 


< liga mystery how a man could 
think of settling as a farmer in the steppe 
whose whole nature cries out ag 












before them far and wide 
ness invites everything to 





Ve come here to 
clear that an understanding of the ste 
only possible from the perspective of the horse- 
rider. It seems that it was only on the hardy 
horses, which used to be kept 

as possible 

the steppe, 


itis 











existence, This is 

reflected in Russian literature, as well as in 
the literature of western Europe. 

indeed oppressive for anyone 

n to move at a snail's 





" 


pace, especially when the terrain is rendered. 
impassable by downpours of rain; at bes, the 
distances shrink when measured by the speed 
ofa hardy horse moving at a gallop. This still 
holds good today, The modern archacologist, 
descending from the expedition lorry after а 
long, bone-shaking stretch of uneven steppe 
track, covered in the ubiquitous black-earth 
dust, differs only slightly from the nineteenth- 
century traveller who tried to cross th 

in a cart drawn by horses or oxen and similarly 
suffered from aching muscles. 

Nowadays th ney of the weather is 
of course easier to cope with, 
protracted in the steppe and often p 
by severe snow storms (the rjugar) which 
usually last for three days and nights. Such 
Storms were always particularly dangerous in 
the steppe, which offered no protection, 
could drive the herds into one of the 
loess ravines or even to the edge of the steppe 
plateau 
infrequer 
the storms Black 
be halted in win 
The harbours 
over for several ki 
so that you coul 

























Odessa to the C 





times.) ‘The prot 
ticularly we 
towards th 
is already almost a winter month proper. 
"Real winter lasts from December to February 
or March. Spring does 
the middle of April (as opposed to the Caspian. 
steppes in the east, where it sta 
; but whe 








and in June i 
practically no 
storms, usually only storm-like electrical dis- 
rges with thunder and lightning but no 
rain, From the end of July until well into 
August the drought period reaches its peak. 

Today artificial irrigation alleviates the 
worst of the drought, but in the past it was a 
time of suffering for everythi , The 
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steppe was turned into a desert waste, dark 
brown to black in colour, where deceptive 
mirages gave the illusion of lakes and ex 

of water, Wells and springs dried up. If winter 
was a time of hunger for the catile (since 
methods of food storage had not been devel- 
oped), summer was a time of thirst. 

"The rains which fall in the second half of 
August have the effect almost of а second 
spring in the steppe. It becomes green again, 
and everything recovers under a strikingly 
ıl sky (O how feeble is all our cloud 
lih of form 
e sky in 
At the end of 
dull; rain 
the open steppe there is 
hardly ап autumn in our sense of the word: 
comes almost without transition, Tt 
y have been somewhat different in ancient 
ce he fores area was 























theory in comparison with ıl 








and mist set in. In 



























ants was 
маре of the steppe, Ce 
steppe would not have appealed to a particu 










es, falcons and hawks 

flew across the sky horses sank up to 

their knees in a swaying silvery sea of side oats 

and of silkweed in particular, and myriads of 

mullein flowers, the ‘lights of the steppe’ 
his way, their 























hes of irises and tulips, hy 
crocuses adorned every dwelling, every holy 
picture, youths and girls, and even the horses. 

More than anything else the Scythian air 
was permeated by the slightly bitter aroma of 
wormwood. It grew higher than a man, and 
can still be found today, The larks of the 
steppe can also still be heard warbling in the 
skies. And when you meet herds of cattle, 
tended by kolkhozniks, when the dust swirls 
up and the lowing of hundreds of cattle is 
heard, you can almost feel you are back in 
Scythia, 














2 Death and burial 





‘The pyramids of the steppe 





vun horse 
inhabited the vast north. Pontic steppes, 
they represent the earliest 

From ıl 








сам. They were 

others, by Sarmatians, Huns, Pechenegae, 

Hungarians, Polovci and Mongols. Fo 

аг these peoples this part of the steppe was 

only \ stage on their long journey 

wo the west, and there are only very few 
his 














Y Group of rand welt He Риера Largan, 
мм). 


chose the region north of the Black Sea 
as their permanent home, Countless burial 
4 

their 
v. The Seythian kurgans are the high- 
and can usually be distinguished from the 
> by their outward form as indeed by 
jure, They reach the impo 
ney buildings, whereby 

wd to a diameter of over 
ranged in 











och 
their whole seru 















aded by smaller ones, In certain 
are so concentrated that we may 


Leith Bronze Age ad өй [on Age burials ah am 








A 










speak of a "grave landse 
түе кап эгет hundred, sometimes i 





mounds, whose конни, im spite of imemive 
cultivation, are шї clearly 

Today they have m 4 lame 
ploughed over, however, and would at best 
only be visible im ihe a 

їн the steppe plain the kung 
‘ticularly clearly from their 
And сап often be еен i 














moe positions, They a 
many romantic and somet 
legends telling uf golden treasures 
precious objects contained within them wh 
an he won by the bold-hearted. According 
тө folk weber, Fight and noie have h 
mown to filter 
































celebrations of the dead, Some of the mounds 
ear romantic names such as the famous 

olocha kurgan (water-nymph hill). where 
in 1914 archaeologists found an undisturbed 
royal grave, Some have much mure prosaic 
mines such аз Tolstaya wogila (bead burial 





mound), 





‘vel (goat) nr Orel (eagle) kurgan, 


sl organ Mert V otro in AE A 


Drevnunî Gerodotovei Ski 


ave arowed 
See 


These remarkable mounds 








sous began ithe eichte 
e intention, however, was usually 10 
ovt the precious objects rom the tombs, 
There 3 ently very few. records, 









comes 
so that the scientific value d some of the 
magnificent gold fads was limited, IF the 


Russian ts 
taken an interest im these unique 
s of Seythian times, strangely barbarie 
and yet so striking and fascinating in 1 

that most of the now 





х, starting with Peter the Gr 












effect, it is prob 
s af animal act would long ato 
tehted d their considerable 
gold. What conid be saved found. 
dy imo the Hermitage and 
tutes one of the most impressive 
iure stores in de world 
The conspicuus burial munds with their 
‘wealth ol treasure inside also attracted bands 
of grave-robbers, however, They penetrated 
into the tombs in spite of the risks and often 
with great dilficulty, 10 the despair of the 
modern archacologist who is constantly find- 









have been wen f 
weight й 




















ing traces of them. The sacrilege and plunder- 
ing of graves is not a modes tion: we 
know of its occurrence in ancient times, and 
sometimes it is posible to det 
precisely when it took place. Their acti 
in the dark cost some of the robbers their lives, 
and their skeletons were found during later 
excavations and could thus be exam- 
rows what happened: the 
pressure of the earth above them took 
robbers by surprise, crushing or suffocating 
them, In one case they even remained upright, 
their hands; i 






























their feet make an approximate dating poss- 
ible, Fortunately for archacology, blind 

and superstition seem in some cases to hi 
deterred the accomplices of those Killed f 
further incursion into the tombs, This is the 
only explanation for th 

portant 

ing Certomlyk kurgan, was fo 
part intact by its excavator 

































4 Plan oj catacomb grave 


middle of the last century. A dead grave- 


robber, found in one of the chambers, could 
have been the reason for this. 
We shall now examine the tomb layout 





more closely. From the fifth century ВС the 
typical form of tomb in the Scythian steppes 
was the ‘catacomb’. The term is in accordance 
with Russian tradition and has no relation to 
‘our idea of catacombs which derives mainly 
from the subterranean burial grounds of 
carly Christians in Rome. The south Russian 
catacomb graves are, however, similarly 
characterized by their subterranean position 
and the earth covering of the burial chamber. 
с basic structural principle of the catas 
comb graves, which can, however, differ 
widely in the way in which they are hollowed 
‘out, consists of a descent, usually leading 
from the original surface, with 
short passage below opening 
burial chamber. The descent 
ly has steps going down the side, which 
made access easier; this was certainly neces- 
since not only the dead body itself but 









































also all of is equipment for the next world 
had to be laboriously u 
The reckle 


becomes. 


sported down: 
E the 
articularly clear when one 


darin rave-robbers 








the extremely complicated structure of the 
tombs: of the Scythian ruli The 
descents arr in fact shafis which go down 





between 33 and 49 feet deep (10-1510 
sometimes like 
rable length of 


and occasionally branching off 


The underground passages ar 

tunnels, reaching the c 

98fi (30m 

Sometimes they are short, however 

vaulted entrances. The chambers 
us, usually rounded, bs 





Bry 













are spac 
areas, and farther side-chambers, aleo 





other recesses are built into the walls 
In their basic architectual conc 
often extensive cavern systems of the 


у Тачи 
ДЕ? 





зы, 
ess and lam earth from which they 


graves were only po mg o the firmness 











were constructed, Tons of suil had to be dug 
out and 
ШЕ 





ransported, sometimes as much as 


ubie t (400 cubic т) fit was for the 





a king or prince 
Afier the burial the descent path or shalt 
of the tomb was filled in. The chamber itself 
ody lay remained open, and when 
the burial rites were over it was merely blocked 








the dismantled parts of the funeral car 
оп which the dead body and its equipment 

Above the shalt, which. 
was filled in with earth or large rocks, the 


had been transported. 


burial mound was gradually raised. 

js method af burial meant that such a 
ble 
o had died or 








© was only technically po 








y killed at the same time as each other 





A had been filled in, it 
id only have been opened up again with 
the aid of complicated support apparatus and 





necessary for modern excavations, If 
on the Seythians wished to bury 








another body in a tomb which had been filled 









and. runnelled. 
with Juck 


y dug a se 
through from the b 





the original burial chamber 
ut disturbing the fist burial, they 
ihe body of the person who had died 


ley came t 








later 
This process required of course à precise 


knowledge of the position of the first burial 
also а good sense of direction. under 
d. Since at first sight some uf these 
d approaches were structurally similar 
ıo those tunnellcd hy the gravesrabbers, their 

















ogists. This was compounded in some 


m de central graves 





nds where apart f 





there 





re also side adding to the 








confusion. li is 0 
excavations making use of il simples and 
iled 


ave been able 10 establish the f 





vf races of ancient workings 





precisely 
Taking de example of th 
ind of Ordéonikide, excavated in 1971 


Tolstaya mogila 








shall now follow the working procedure ol 








ORDZONIKIDZE ‘Cross-section of the mound 
Toistaya mogila 





Reconstruction of the side grave. 
Р ж. 

















8 Plan of the Tolstaya milo of Ordonitidzr, imertigted in 1971 by B-N. Меч. 


a modern excavation in the steppe region: 

1. After careful examination of the mound 
earth, carried out with the help of bulldozers, 
all half a million cubic ft (15,000 cubic m) of 
it is removed apart from a (trimmed) central 
section which is left standing for purposes of 
analysis. The crosssection of this reveals a 
pointed, almost triangular accumulation of 
yellow to reddish-brown earth. This is the soil 
‘which was removed from the grave and not 
used to fil in the shaft but heaped around the 
shaft opening and stamped firm - apparently 
a strictly observed ritual, the meaning of 
which has not yet bee 

This ring of earth 
cessional paths’, by which the grave could be 
approached, During the excavations these 
paths often stand out clearly on the original 
surface, and sometimes they can be traced 
for long stretches, To avoid the risk of the 
ceremonial funeral car sticking in the mud, 
reeds and stakes or similar material were 





















placed along the processional paths. 
On the original surface a rectangular, 
almost black discoloration can be seen in the 








yellow loess — a signal for the archaeologists 
t is here that they have to dig down, as 
discoloration marks the upper opening of 














graves sim 
nd a side grave wi 
thus a kind of. 





tomb (sce p. 23) 
The excavation continues “by hand’. In. 
order to expose the grave layout, the so-called. 
ге excavation technique” is used as far 
as possible, This is probably one of the most 
timesaving methods available for this difficult 
type of grave, and does not destroy the original 
structure. The dark discolorations are fol- 
lowed when digging down, and the earth used. 
for filling in is carefully lifted out, so that the 
contours of the original grave remain, ii 
negative form. Whereas the untouched earth 
which forms the shaft walls is relatively firm, 
the earth used to fill in the shaft can be 
removed without difficulty 

3. If the excavators have been careful 
‘enough, traces of the ancient workings from 
Seythian times can be observed on the walls 




















of the shaft. The grave-diggers of that time 
worked with square-shaped axes or with long 
tools similar to our modern pointed pick-axes 
also one of the most deadly weapons in hand- 
to-hand fighting) and the imprints of these 
can be clearly seen. 

4. Near the bottom of the shaft in one of 
the walls one can sce the arched opening to 
the passage which leads to the burial chamber. 

5. The exposing of catacomb graves poses 
extreme technical problems. The shaft and 
also all underground passages and chambers 
have to be expertly supported during the 
‘excavation, for which the help of miners and 
mining engi necessary. They also have 
tobe secured against water penetration caused 
by the sudden downpours which are so violent 
in central Europe. The excavation process is 
particularly difficult if parts of the old burial 
‘chamber and its outer rooms are buried in 
tons of earth. This may have happened over 
the millennia but can be exacerbated by 
the vibrations of the bulldozers during the 
removal of the mound, This mass of earth has 
to be removed wi 

6. Excavation work in the passage, On page 
25 the wheels of the dismantled fi 
are being cleaned, 
iron ferrules were in such fragile condition 
that they could only be exposed by carefully 
blowing away the earth which covered them, 
Beside the waggon wheels lies the skeleton of 
the ‘waggon-driver’ who had been killed for 

he chamber can be seen in the 












































w of the side-grave 
34ге kurgan. 1t с 

tained five burials: that of a young woman 
No. 1), very richly equipped, and of an infant 
of about two years with similarly precious 
burial gifts (No. 2); at their head lies a skeleton 
of a strapping young man (No. 3), who was 
probably meant to be their ‘weapon-bearer’ 
or “protector” in the next world since he was 
the only one equipped with bow and arrow. 
He had been killed during the funeral cer- 
monies by having his skull crushed. At the 
feet of the two main burial figures lies the 
skeleton of a young and probably female 
person (No. 4), assumed by the excavators to 





















und ar 
‘andthe llo of the “cagon 
tuha had бет sacred. 








have been a “nurse” or ‘Kitchen maid’ since 
she lies immediately outside the entrance 10 
the kitchen niche containing food offerings 
and cooking utensils. The fifth skeleton, that 
Of the "waggon-driver, lies in 
and is therefore not visible here. 
Originally the graves were always above 
ground water level, and can only have become 
waterlogged after а later rise in that level. We 
should not in fact base our assumptions on 
present-day soil conditions and imagine that 
these underground chambers were dark, damp 
caves. The subterranean soil in which the 
catacomb graves were constructed consists of 
pale, often pastelcoloured to almost wi 
loc. Archaeological investig: 
Shown that with the help of lighting, sources. 
of heat such as small portable stoves, colourful 
‘wall-hangings and carpets, furs and 
frequently cosly furnishings, а reaso 
comfort rior was created 
“dwellings of the dead”. Everything was pro- 
vided that could contribute to comfort in the 
nd pillows stuffed wich 
eelgrass and moss to support head and legs, 
and mattrewes like beds, 10 rest on. 











































‘The King is dead! The waggon 
journey to Gerrhus and the events 
‘on the fortieth day 


An 





ple 
reconstructed from arel 
written sources 
According 10 Herodotus 
tion (IV, 71), the Se 
interesting procedure when 
kings. The body was cut open, the 
removed and the cleaned. This was 
then filled with aromatic spices and sewn up 
again. Finally the body was coated with was. 
“The main purpose of such preservan 
methods was probably to maintain the body 
of the dead king in a reasonable condition for 
the ceremonial waggon journey to the various 
regions of his dominions, and to demonstrate 
























and make possible his uncorrupted bodily 
presence at the numerous feasts held in his 
honour. There were 40 days between death 
and burial, we learn from written sources, and 
it seems certain that this period, so important 
in all Indo-European funeral customs, was 
also strictly observed in Seythian burial rites, 
According to traditional folk belief, after 40 
days the soul leaves the body, where it has 
been hovering, and departs for the land of the 

For some peoples in ancient times and 
also in the Middle Ages, this occurred on th 
thirtieth or fortieth day afier death (for th 
peoples of eastern Europe it was predomi 
nantly the for 




















times jm eastern 
Written sources relating to peoples of anci 
limes have shown that the dead person was 
considered to be a ‘living corpw during 
that ng other things he still had 
charge over his possessions and 

be sexually potent, so that his 
riage was still valid сой, Only 
18 corpse 

ccording 
therefore no death in 

















the absolute sense. 
Wé: bac d much can be 
understood about Scythian burial customs: 
the graves as ‘dwellings, the 
imes very considerable 
that the 











and wreak 






fices in honour of the dead, and the provision 
of everything which might please, amuse, 
‘occupy or perhaps distract them, This was all 
no doubt accompanied by a deep underlying 
fear of the ‘living dead’ — those who, having 
suffered unjust treatment, cannot rest in Il 

graves and so return 10 harm the living. On. 
the other hand there would also have been à 
joyful remembrance of those dead who were 
thought of as content in their e pleas- 
amt surroundings underground, and whose 
help and support could always be relied upon. 
if rich sacrificial offerings were made on later. 




















This idea of the next world as а rosy version 
ofthis world probably precluded the thought 
of mourning in our sense of the word. 
Unfortunately not one embalmed Scythian 
body has survived the ravages of the centuries. 
By an unusually fortuitous circumstance how- 
ever, preservation through "perpetual ice, 
carefully. prepared human the 
extreme cast of the 
survived, These are presumably not ‘genuine’ 
Scythians but members of closely related tribes 
which buried their dead in the high Altai. 
‘The finds from the kurgans of Pazyryk, which 
had to be painstakingly defrosted, are world- 
famous owing to th 
ation and their we 
(We shall return to 
"Those buried in these graves had been lavishly 
prepared: the skull was trepanned and the 
brain removed, the bodies were cut open хо 
thatthe innards could be taken out, th 
In addition, the arm and leg 
очей by means of а number of 






































by another substance, The lo 
cording to wh 








fortunately the v 
the bodies h 
cannot therefore ascertain whether they bear 
any resemblance to those described by Her- 
odotus. The bodies found in Pazyryk suggest. 
a social gradation which may have been 
manifested — as was the the 




















European Scythians also preserved not only 
the bodies of kings from corruption (although 
with a particularly costly substance in thei 
case) but preserved other bodies 100, above 
all those ‘living corpses’ which were driven 
round the country for 40 days and taken to 
feasts. Under the climatic conditions of the 
steppe region in the summer months, with 
temperatures of between 70-85° F (20-30° C 
ог more, а corpse which had not been pre- 
served would have passed through its worst 
phase of decomposition, and it would hardly 
have been posible to drive it round with the 
proper ceremony and endure its presence at 
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the various farewell feasts - even presupposing 
the greatest possible ‘toughness’ of those par- 
ticipating. ‘The obligatory period of 40 days 
made preservation measures essential, 


especially since for the ceremonial present: 
ation horse carcases were alo preserved — the 
abdominal cavity being emptied, cleaned, and 





a King, he adds various details of the death 
‘cult which ensued. This involved the setting 
up one year later of ‘spectral riders’ around 
the mound which had been raised. For this 
procedure 50 chosen servants and 30 of the 
Finest horses were strangled and preserved by 
cleaning out the abdominal cavity and filing 
i with chalf. Stakes were then driven through 




















ooden poles, sat strai 
ир as if mounted on the backs of the hor 
Finally these dead riders and their bridled 

nts were fixed to supports made of waggon 
wheels which h 















ferwards, Seen from a 
ce these riders, arranged im a circle 
round the foot of the mound, must have given 
the eerie impression of being alive, 

Since Herodotus terms are difficult to 
description of the embalming 
redients has led to vigorous scholarly 

te. The plants used were probably gal- 
gale or saffron, incense plants, celery and 
anise. The filling of the body with these plant 
substances was of only secondary importance, 
however, the prime practical purpose being 
presumably to stifle the smell of the corpse 
The essential measures were in fact the emp- 



















nmification through dessication, and 
the outer wax coating which prevented the 
penetration of maggots. The wax which had 
hardened on to the human skin doubtless 
made it posible for cosmetics to be used on 
the corpse, so that the face of the dead body 
might have appeared almost normal. 





The Scythians probably used honey as well 
as wax in the preservation of corpses. The 
antibacterial. properties of honey were well 
known in antiquity and it was widely used, 
especially in the orient. Honey was also an 
ingredient in the embalming of Alexander the 
Great, for example 

Preservation in honey is extremely effective 
for a limited period. Even in the late Middle 
Ages it was the best method of transporting 
almost intact the heads of the "an 
severed outside the gates of Vienna, on the 
long journey to Istanbul where they could be 
displayed before the Sultan in identifiable 
conditio 

The Scythian graves reflect the social 
organization of the time. According to the 
prevailing conception of the next world, the 
social structure of this world was clearly 
translated into life after death, although there 
might have been the possibility of a ‘social 
climb’ in the grave. We know from the Thra- 

jans, who were immediate neighbours of the 

hians, that after the death of a warrior 
his wives quarrelled violently over which of 
them was to follow the dead man into the 
grave, for it was assumed that she was the one 
he had loved most. The one finally c 
was ceremonially led to the grave, kill 
her closes kinsmen and buried wi 
husband, Within thec y 
it may well also have denoted prestige for a 
young servant girl to accompany a renowned 
old warrior into the next world as his wife, so 
that the victims would have offered themselves 
Tor sacrifice more or less voluntarily. And 
the belief that they would be making their 
entrance into the land of the living dead as 
part of the princely household of a magn 
cently equipped ruler may have considerably 
kemened the horror of a violent deat 
is possible that they were helped alo 
some kind of anaesthetic 

Excavators examining the skeletons of those 
killed in order to accompany the dead person, 
have made numerous observations which 
throw an interesting light on their last 
moments of life: crushed skulls, blows on the 
temple, and in two cases the hands were dug 
into the ground, The floor surface of carpeting 








































































and wood ensured that this attitude was 
preserved and that the hands did not open 
even afier the rigor mortis period. Several 
skeletons were found arm in arm or hand in 
hand. Various factors indicate that even sex- 
ual acts cannot be ruled out as part of the 
funeral rites. 

‘The side grave of the Tolstaya mogila of 
Ordžonikidze, mentioned above, is of such 
ital import hian research because 
it was never plundered by grave-robbers, It 
was therefore possible for the first time to make 
precise observations in a complex multiphase 

h modern scientific require- 

Amongst other things it contains the 
vof a child, two years of age at most, 
who had been buried later in extreme luxury 
‘This child had costly funeral їй» similar to 
those of an adult, but in miniature; even the 
of the clothing were on 
ıd corresponded to his 

т, was definitely 
1d the child clute 
ivy gold adult-size armring which his tiny 
fingers had held demonstratively upright until 
he was found by the excavators, still in this 

















































ry striking hand position, as if prof- 
was clea 
bu 
ore of some significance, 
be derived from the following 
Tolstaya mogila contained, 
as a kind of tomb, the remains of a Scythian 
royal family together with servants and horses. 
‘Two separate graves had been constructed 
‘one after the other; first a central grave, alter 
the death of the prince, over which the mound 
was raised. Shortly afterwards - the grass had 
hardly begun to grow on the mound, as its 
shows — came the death of the much 
who was laid in the side 
was doubt 
less a close relative of the prince in the central 
grave (who was at least fifty years of age) 

а probably his wife or at any rate one of 
his wives. Not long after that the child died, 
a second entrance 10 the side grave was dug 
with enormous expenditure of labour, and the 
child was laid on the right side of the young 
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woman who was then all probability 
its mother. The woman's skeleton was literally 
laden with gold jewellery: she had eleven rings 
‘on her fingers and three gold armrings on her 

two on the right wrist and one on the 
left. They were of the same type as that held 
by the child, though very much lighter. Had 
the child perhaps inherited the armring from 
its mother, who for this reason had been 
buried wearing only three armrings? Did the 
young woman dic giving birth to the child, 
Which afterwards followed her to the grave 
Av all events a certain period of time had 
lapsed during which the dead woman had 
not seen her child. Did the latter therefore 
have to ‘identify himself in order for her to 
accept him in the grave as her own child? In 
the eyes of the living, was it perhaps the 
woman herself who had summoned the child 
to her, а notion similar to other ancient folk 
eg 


























Pasture for all eternity 


The raising of mo 
communal activity. The h 
d probably depend 













the grave 
traces of ceremonial sacrifice at its bas 
some cases, however, rich graves 
discovered underneath quite insis 
mounds. Either the raising of the n 
not take place here for some 
possibly a military campai 
could be that the dead person was not entitled. 
то a high mound for some reason of which we 
have no knowledge. 
Scythian burial 
steppes are 
factor: they almost always consist 
black earth. I 























it is noticeable that 
the ground around it has not been disturbed, 
as would be apparent after the removal of 
such a large quantity of earth. Bronze Age 
mounds are by comparison usually sur- 
rounded by a more or less large, t 
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follows that their mounds were 
‘quite differently 
Since the black-earth topsoil represents only 
a relatively shallow upper layer (usually 2.6 ft 
(0.80 m) to 4f (1.20m) thick, while the high 
‘mounds contain half a million cubic f (15,000 
cubic m) of soil, the question arises of where 
this enormous quantity of earth came from if 
mot from the immediate vicinity. By a fort 
ate chance, during the recent excavations in 
Ordžonikidze light was shed for the first time 
‘on this obscure mystery. Soil samples showed 
here that the black earth of the high mound 
nganese only 
ib 24 miles (4 km) away. It is therefore 
clear that the material for the mounds was 
transported from relatively distant locations 
Ti was characteristic of the Scythians to 
expend vast amounts of labour and energy on 
work necessary to construct their graves 
During the excavations in the Sakan necro- 
polis of Besiatyr, in the seven-river region of 
н was ascertained for the first 
tree trunks used to build the 
ial chambers (sce fig. 15) must have 
transported from а location approxi- 
iles (200 km) away. The most 
jon of the huge Artan kurgan 
and 19) has shown that 
6000 trunks of selected 100 year-old larches 
were brought to the site for the building of 
the tomb, But the question remains, why di 
they find it necessary to transport earth from 
itances? The latest analyses provide a 
somewhat surprising answer. The structure 
of the burial mounds, which at first sight 
appeared to be simple ` if colossal ~ heaps 
of earth, proved to be architectural. The 
‘pyramids of the steppe’ were basically con- 
structed from pieces of turf which were care- 
fully built up one on top of the other. At the 
core of the mound this layering can be closely 
observed 
the light of this our ideas on the con- 
struction of the burial mounds have to be 
thoroughly revised, since it was obviously not 
as arbitrary a procedure as had been assumed, 
but followed a significant plan. If we take as 
an example the Tolstaya тойа burial mound 
of Ordzonikidze, whose underground layout 






























large bu 
been 









































we observed during its exeav: 
of about half a million cubic fe 








of pieces of turf (about Gin, 
leads us to calculate that half a 
fi (15,000 cubic m) means a million sqft 
(99,000 sq m) or, as a piece of grassland, an 
эгеаоГаһош 10,33 x 10.33 sq ft (315x315. 
As we have shown abov 

of the Seythi cularly life-ori 
tated in their underlying ideas and procedures 
The finality of death was unknown to them, 
and i ie person who 


































e his existene 
conditions possil 
sponded closely to 
world, A dead Scythian whose weapor 
as well as animals were placed 
with him would of course 
pasture in the next world. 
what the burial mo 
symbolic pasture, whi 
ing to the dead person's social station, pos- 
ns and esteem, The idea of the next 
Kind of "heavenly pa by no 
uncommon. In this 
nee from the 





And that is just 
d appears to have been 
varied in size accord- 





















labor 








ded in cuneiform text 
ensure that this 








from him 
[or] make legal claim to n this pasture 
cattle and sheep, horses and mules shall graze 
for him!” This was declared on the: 

of the ceremonies, 
brought many cattle and a piece of actual turf 
which, with the help of magic rites, would 

yy him 

їп more detail the background to 
this primitive idea of the next world. Soil 
samples have shown that the pieces of turf 
must have been of particularly rich grassland 
from estuary flats, which were cut and heaped 
up asa monument to the deceased. This could 
mean that the area of pasture, far from being 
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arbitrarily selected, had to be a particular and 
perhaps highly valued lush meadow, which 
would therefore sometimes necessitate trans- 
port from some distance — in the case of 
Ordžonikidze, 24 miles ( km) or even further. 
Marco Polo informs us that the Mongol 
rulers of a later age were buried in places to 
which they were particularly attached in their 
vs. i is possible that the choice of site 

the Seythian burial mounds was deter- 

y eration 

portant discovery to 
os of the Tolstaya mogila of 
; in puinstak- 
чи of a circular 
e the foot of the mound was 
examined, This was posible only with the 
greatest difficulty, since the earth that filled 
Ih black earth washed down from the 
proved to be a sticky, black, almost 
rock-hard mass which at times had to be 
order to recover the 
in it. The plan of 
on (see fig. 16) shows 1) substan- 
of animal bones (although 
obliterated by the 

nd a railway line 
m by the palacoro 
iev later resulted in 
discoveries of this 




















































gation were the remains of 35 horses, 14 
wild boar and 2 stags. According to the 
stratigraphic findings the animal remains may 
have originated either from one large funeral 
feast or from several, although these must 
have taken place at very short intervals. 

As mentioned above, a good part of the 
animal bones was lost through the destruction 
of the ditch. Our findings therefore represent 
only a um proportion of the original 
depos wever, we take just the quantity 
of animal bones which have survived and 
calculate the weight in meat of the slaughtered 
beasts, we arrive at the princely amount 
allowing for various sources of error — of 
14,330 pounds (6,500 kilos) of meat! We know 
from parallels in the field of ethnology — in 
Central Asia and Siberia for example, where 




















such funeral feasts were traditionally held The funeral feast must certainly have been 

right into the twentieth century ` that the preceded by a wild boar and stag hunt on a 

amount of meat consumed by each participant very large scale, Huge quantities of amphora 

was about 11 pounds (5 kilos) a day shards show that it was not just a matter of 
Basing her calculations on this, Bibikova 











voluntarily by n 
ийе. 





16 Plan ofthe 
Tolsaya magıla 
of Ordžonikidze. 
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17 Armed warriors with neck rings, Satin kan 
Height ял. (067m) 


as a sign that his health had been well and 
truly drunk. 

In many cases a large stone № 
had originally stood om top of the burial 
mound. Although we know of 













erun such 
stone stelae, only one of them. 
been found upright and still 
Scythian kurgan. Most of th 
down and lay beside or in th 
mound, or were carried away or smashed to 
pieces as ‘heathen idolatry’. Often th 
simply exchanged, being later repla 
another figure; the custom of sec; 
idols ofthis kind on graves, of vene 
and attributing n 

was widespread among the peoples of Eurasia. 
It began as carly as the Neolithic age and 
continued into the late Middle Ages. Several 
thousand of these large primitive statues are 
known to us; many are crudely fashioned, 
with human features only roughly ted, 
but often the sculpture is mags i 
impressive 






















The most well known are th 
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naya baba fram OPchuotil Oblast’ Donec (Танау). 
A helmet short ord amd ship hanging from the belt are recognizable fiom the froni. 


stone idols of the Polovei, a nomadic 
le who dominated the north Pontic steppe 
the eleventh to the thirteenth century 
AD. The res, often portraying the 
ws the women, with outsize 
breasts and bellies, led to the Russian popular 
amenaya baba stone woman’) which 

il such idols. 
kamennye baby are however 
le, usually warriors - often with 
phallus emphasized ~ who carry weapons and 
‘wear jewellery. The portrayal of the weapon 
types isso precise that the figures can be clearly 
defined and dated accordingly. However, the 
facial features are often only roughly sketched 
їп and eyes, mouth, nose and moustache only 
indicated. The legs are either not in evidence 
all, or only the tops of the thighs are to be 
seen. The figures were embedded in the tops 
of the mounds, and small areas containing 
sacrificial offerings signify what their function 
















































Only stone statues from Scythian times are 


so far known to have survived, but it is 
probable that the Scythiansalso carved figures 
from wood, an easier material to work on. We 
know from ancient sources that the eastern 
Scythians, the Sakas, raised а 
their dead queen Zarina, with a “golden 
statue’ on the top — possibly а gilded wooden 
figure. 

In this brief survey we have attempted to 
convey an idea of the somewhat intractable, 
archaeologically assessable remains of the 
originally extensive cult areas represented by 














these necropoles. The visual effect, the ritual 
aura and power of attraction of such a cult 
area in its actual function was certainly far 
greater than we can imagine today, even 
if some recent important excavations have 
‘extended our knowledge of the subjec 

The excavation findings trom relatively 
remote regions of Kazakhstan and Tuva are 
of particular importance, where the burial 
mounds have been impaired only by the 
ravages of time and not hy any human agency. 























3 At the eastern end of the Scythian 


world 





Laid to rest on horses’ tails 


In the small village of Arian in the river valley 


of фе Uyuk, a 








tive people as Artan (sacred, 

healing spring) or Ulag-chorum (massive kur- 

gan). Aran is situated in the centre of th 
Uyukian steppe basin in 




















largest burial mou 
Vei ra pe | 
font the ayes, this remote steppe bas 
especially the Uyuk valley with its со 





surrounding mountain. steppes, 
snovwline, offer pl 

and horses, so that these 
further looking after. 1 


hardly need 
ptionally f 
racted stock- 








re is a considerable 
ounds, for d 


cltered area d 
concentration of burial 
part set out in lines, 
The most striking aspect of u 
kurgan, apart from its enormous si 
a diameter of 361 ft (110m 
form а huge, round, ston 
10-138 (3 4m) high wi 
walls, Until twenty years ago its total su 
consisted of blocks of stone of 44—110 pounds 
20-50 kilos) in weight. Tt is one of the great 

















эв 








losses to archaeology that during the course of 
modern construction works this stone platform 
‘was removed and the inner area ploughed 
through by bulldozers, This caused an abrupt 
change in th ns for preservation 
inside the huge complex, for owing to its 
temperature-reducing_ properties the protec» 
had produced a micracli- 

соге of the mound, isolated from 
mt by a layer of 
id now been. 
rchacologists had arrived а 
been 























such as the 
tombs of Pazyryk. Ev 
ix sensational enough, 

Mier four years’ work, th 





so, the scientific yield 





two excavators 
Mannai-ool and 
d a tomb which is 
The publication of 

















nen report 
de which will be taste 
ed by voter of 





“and conferences, The western reader will thus 
gain an insight into these latest 





tioned above, the appearance of the 
of a flat 






peculiar circumstance of a large bowl-shaped 
depression having formed at its centre, from 
whose midpoin 


a spring flowed over the 
ater level of Bt (2.5 m). Water 
is always a precious commodity in such an 























surrounded by six coffins resembling crude 
wooden troughs which were fashioned out of 
hollow tree trunks; in amongst these are two 
miniature wooden chambers. In these various 
receptacles the ruler’s retainers were interred, 
ready to follow him into the next world. At 
the eastern end of the chamber lay his six 
favourite horses, together with the remains of 
their bridles which were decorated with gold 
In spite of the wholesale plundering of the 
tomb, we can see from such typical finds as 
а golden neck ring, embossed gold plaques 
originally sewn on to garments, and fragments 
of turquoise inlay, that we are concerned here 
with the famous magnificent burial equipment 















doubtless wore gold-decorated clothing and 

precious jewellery similar to that worn by the 

young prince in the Issyk kurgan (see p. 47). 
ау of detai 


gold 





famous Siberian collection of Peter the Great, 
now in the Hermitage museum. Furs (includ-. 
ing sable) and the remains of elaborately 
designed textiles, possibly imported, in three 
ог four colours 















ction of the textile content of the 
grave can be undertaken so that we can 
discover details of the numerous carpets, wall- 
hangings and fur garments, ete 

in the other large chambers of this round 
wooden tower, as well as various clearly 
datable weapons, standards and the like, the 
skeletons of more than 150 horses were 
unearthed. The small horse symbol on the 
general plan indicates the places where the 
animals lay concentrated in large groups 
often of 15-30 horses - freq 
the skeletons of "horseherds 
Many of the horses wore bridles, saddles or 
other adornment. A large bronze plate, 9.8 in. 
(25cm) in diameter, bearing the characteristic 
motif of the ‘curled-up animal’ (sce fig. 20) 
probably the breast armour and decoration 
of one of these horses - conveys a clear 

























impression of the kind ofopulent and elaborate. 
‘equipment worn by the king's own favourite 
horses. Huge quantities of precious metal must 
have fallen into the hands of the robbers and. 
been ruthlessly melted down. 
"The specific value of these modern investi 
gations in the Far East lies in the numerous 
ic analyses; these have produced a 
whole series of ritual details which it has never 
before been posible to observe with such 
precision, The sum of these details gives us an 
impressive picture of the material and indeed 
spiritual background of the whole complex 
inside the mound, 
We shall consider first the difficult jigsaw 
to solve the problem of the 














the timber made possible the application of 
dendrochronology. With this method of dat- 
ing, the particular features of tree growth, 
used: owing to vari 
rainfall, 
growth. The rings sec ions of 
the trunks a horatory 
with those of other timber and where possible. 
‘slotted standard chronology: 
In this way itis possible to identify matching. 
periods of growth in timber found in different 
places. In the Soviet Union this method is 
‘gradually being applied geographically to th 
whole country, so that a comprehensive system 
can be evolved similar to that in central 
Europe whi oyed a large 
measure of success, and which could one 
make it possible to date timber to the exac 
iberian region 
we have to make do for the time being with 
relative dating, although even this is of great 
significance for thearchacologist. In the Aren 
kurgan the numerous timber samples have 
revealed that all the tree trunks were felled at 
the same time, during the month of Sep» 
tember. With the help of cross-dating from 
various dendrograms it was possible to link 
the Arian kurgan with those of Pazyryk and. 
Tuckta, about 311 miles (500km) to the 



































absolute dating, we arc in possession of relative 
information, according to which the timber 
for the Arian kurgan must have been felled 


a 


241 years before that of the 
kurgan. Nevertheless hu 

dating of the Aren ku 
although the differences in opi 











The wooden ‘round tower” fat at the top 
and about 10f (3m) high and 2626 (80m 
in diameter, together with its honeycomb 
mer chambers has an arca of roughly 








between the eighth and seventh or sixth cen- 54000501. (5000sqm) and was built in a 


turies HC, a relatively short space of u 


i single sesion. The individual construction 





Archaeological research on the Arzan kur- elements were fitted together in various aper- 


gan has unearthed vital evidence concerning 
the power attributed to the dead ruler e 


of manpower, which can be best understood 
wich the help of a reconstruction o 


of the building work: 


so that a unified whole was created 
¡erial more 
6000 trunks of 10-year-old lanches from. 
rby forest; these were dragged 10 the 
ion site, then the bark was removed 
y were carefully smoothed down, The 
саху trunks were then piled up loosely 


























he process 





20 Bronze cured animal rum the А, 
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don kurgan, diameter Yin. (25cm) (Спасти and Мана 











or only lightly jointed on top o in 
such a way that they formed chambers up to 
1600 sqft (150sq m) in area. Over the whole 
a timber ceiling was constructed, ofa uniform. 
thickness, and some chambers also had an 
extra ceiling. Access to the nt sections 
was provided by passages between the separ- 
ate chambers. 

















The excavators have calculated 
people, well directed, could construct the 
‘complex in seven or eight days, assuming that 





ld hi 
timber 


twenty people with pack-horses c 
been working at the same time on о 
chamber, 

his huge complex, filled as it was with 
every conceivable artifact of everyday life, 
with over 150 horses ` presumably brought 
in alive and then slaughtered — and sur- 
rounded by the crowd of participants in the 
funeral ceremonies of whom fifteen were killed. 




















structure was finally covered o 
any thousands of slabs, es 
y that a full-grown 














Foot of the mound 

approximately 80 

As already shown by the T 
the 





laya mogila 
ions have 






people were present. The th 
of these particular sect 
revealed thousands of animal bones and pieces. 
of smashed vessels from the remains of such 
festivities, amongst other things. The bones 
‘were carefully collected and painstakingly 
cleaned so that an osteological examination 
could be undertake 
statistical evidence mig 
field of archaeology owes certain vital 
mation to such investigations: they, far more 














than the impressive gold finds, have led to a 
realistic and graphic understanding of death 
and burial in the culture of the horse-riding 
nomads. 

Round the foot of the Arzan kurgan, outside 
the wall, there was a large semicircular arca. 
designated for the depository of the remains 
of the funeral feast. In this cult area there 
were about 300 separate stone enclosures, 
each of 6-10ft (2-3m) in diameter, which 
contained selected bones (the skull and lower 
extremities) of cattle, sheep, goats and in 
particular horses. The skins of the animals 

h had been slaughtered and eaten in 

e dead person were deposited 

t them from des- 

(custom was very much. 
up until ihe 1920s. The skins 
ls are hung for all to 

place, 























































when excavating such 
tions available so far for 
revealed that at least 
these men 
ourse all hav 








m for large, 
e which often 









though 
of the 
belt sculpted into the upper 

with weapons hanging from 
lager and a whetstone can be 





n kurgan remains 


truction? Is it an imitation of an 
of dwelling, or was it concei 
only to meet the demands of the next world? 
What was it that occasioned the large number 
of sacrificial horses which were, according to 
the (still incomplete) examination of the 
bones, almost all 12 15-year-old stallions? 
‘This was certainly not a herd or tabun, since 
these consist for the most part of mares and 
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21 ‘Slag stone with animal and weapon motis from the Artan kurgan (Gri 


animals, Н 
often suggested, a final contribution. 
dependants to their master in the form o 
horses? The reta 
‘king’ into the next world were almost exclus- 





е we then here 




















ively in the older age range: six 
were over 60 and only one was between 18 
and 20. Had these people grown old in the 


service of th ter, and were they his 
closest retainers of perhaps high rank whon 
he wished to have around him in the next 
world too? 


This is the 














highest number of h 
retainers that we know of so far discovered i 
one tomb in the Seythian world. 
is possible to tell, th 


of the longeskulled E 





As far as 
17 interred were all 
ropid type. Th 






surviving remains of his ske 
very old, his bones showing changes char 
teristic of ageing. The sparse remains of a 
second skeleton seem to belong dul 
woman. Was this the “queen” who followed 
her husband? Did the healing spring already 
exist, and had the dead man himself of 
visited this place so that he, like the later 
Mongol rulers, was buried ina place to which he 
had been particularly attached in his lifetime? 
‘Owing to its special fea 
mound with the healing spring at tl 
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ly edge of the Scythian world as we 
w it, goes beyond our previous notions of 
culture and sets up new evidence for 
A final example may reveal 

bout the mentality of the people who 
тїш: the timber- 

mermost chamber con 
е ‘king’ and “queen 
the steppe ground, In. 
originally 7-Bin. (18 
a considerable number of tail 
vertebrae were discovered which must have 











id not rest directly o 
the space between 
20cm) decp, 








two "royal! de 
upon horsehair 


The last council meeting 


Large as the number of sacrificial horses in 
the Arzan kurgan may seem, a discovery as 
rly as the last century shows that we must 
with numbers on quite a different scale. 
In 1898 a burial mound 4911 (15m) high 
at Аш UF (or Ulski Aul), in the northern 


region of the Caucasus not far from Maikop, 

















was excavated by the Russian archaeologist 
NL Veselovski. The method used was unfor- 
at prevalent at the time, The 





content to dig a trench 82 ft 


(25m) wide and 19718 (60m) long into the 
centre, During this process he came across 
several skilfully positioned shaftsdug by grave- 
robbers and опе huge shaft from above, which 
already indicated that the tomb at the centre 
had been robbed and substantially destroyed. 
м the excavator began to show les 
interest in the possible potential of the tomb 
He did not check 

had taken place in the mound (wh 

















h might 
have been overlooked by the grave 
robbers), nor did he widen his trench - which 
considering the dimen 
rather small-scale - a 





the tomb continued to the right and lefi. The 

"which met his eyes on the level of the 
original surface was nevertheless impressive 
enough: wherever one looked there were 
slaughtered horses! The remains af $60 lay 
neatly’ arranged on both sides of wooden 
barriers or in a cirele round thick vertical 
posts, I8 10 a group. Pegs and notches in the 
posts indicate that the animals were tethered 
to them before being slaughtered. The posts 
and barriers themselves, although in different 
order, stood 10 the south and north of the 
square burial chamber whose outline can he 

















22. Arrangement of We rind hore jn argon uf the AN UF (Гелін). la ib foe ur ln puss 
‘which probably marked the origina entran. They ae 49/01 15m) rem Ме Jr бетт 


tle lay both to the east and to 
the west of d ral chamber. Here also 
there were horse skeletons in large numbers; 
they had been dis y the grave-robbers, 
however, so that Veselovski did not establish 
their exact number, merely noting that the 
heads were all 
















d west, similar to that 
to the north and south of the grave, 

We therefore have to rely on guesswork. 
None of the animals was closely examined: 
their age, sex, height, coat colour and actual 

therefore. 



















a mystery. Vesclovskis. plan of the 
excavational finds gives the impression of 
some kind of camp. Two thick posts in 

foreground, 17.51 (5.35 m form 





barriers is almost uniformly 14fi 





the same distance as that between th 
and the chamber. 
The have be 





wh 
for a council wi 
their horses. W 

ls were not bridled, 








ig about the pote 
remains of scale armour of bronze. 
arrowheads, fra 
some bridles, pieces of two bronze ca 
and a few shards of imported Greek pottery 
аге ай that have survived of the opulent burial 
equipment. We can however establish from. 
these finds that the tomb dates from the sixth. 
entury BC. It is only the huge number of 
„ so far unique in the whole of the 
region, together with the consider- 
















of the great power and wealth of the prince 
buried there. It is to be hoped that the kurgan, 
which has not yet been adequately excavated, 
will at some point be systematically ar 
fully investigated. Amongst other things the 
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excavators could clarify one of the great 
unsolved questions; namely that the elaborate 
ceremony of horse slaughtering, which must 
have taken place on the original steppe level, 
was to all appearances repeated when the 
mound had been raised to a third of its 
final height. In his report to the imperial 
archaeological commission in St Petersburg 
Veselovski writes that while digging through. 
the mound he came across a layer of earth 
which had been stamped firm, He observed 
horse skeletons arranged in ‘rows’ and ‘groups’ 
‘over a fairly large arca, which appeared to be 
tethered to posts. If we compare this wi 
his plan of the lower structure, the parallel 
becomes clear. To the side of the groups of 
horses lay slaughtered cattle, donkeys and 
sheep. 
Mier 30 skeletons the excavator stopped 
ses on this upper level, but 
ite positively that the layer with 
aed through the side walls 
We therefore do not know 
DË third of the mound was raised 
another platform was stamped firm and the 
y of the ‘council meeting’ in honour 
th more 





























































Perhaps future archacologists will find sue 


‘The man with the golden helmet 


Ifthe Arian kurgan and the mound of Ul'ski 
Aul have given an impressive picture of the 
‘extent of labour involved and of the slaughter 
‘of human beings and animals posible in 
‘magnificent complex disco- 
cries in Kazakhstan 
e contents of the graves may 
have appeared before being plundered by 
graxe-robbers. 
During extensive systematic excavations in 
the burial-mound cemeteries of the Semirete 
iseven-river region) south of Lake Balkhash, 
archacologists succeeded in uncovering a series 
of grave complexes which caused a great stir. 
In Semiredien there is a large concentration 

















of kurgans, especially the high burial mounds 
of royalty. Until IssyK’s sensational discovery 
in 1970, however, they all proved to have 
been robbed to such an ex 
only be assigned to definite ed 
difficulty 

‘The lavishness of the great burial mounds, 
however, their massive 
structures (see fig 
sacrificial sites round the bases of the mon 
had attracted scholarly a 
19905, It led to the idea wl 
lent in archaeological litera 
must have been а huge gra 
similar to the Gerrhos of the Е 
lerodotus. 
a large Sakan tribe. The A 
us, the Sakas, were divided into several 
large tribes whose names we know for Uh 
most part from Persian sources, Th 
important to the east of the Caspi 
the Saka hnumasarga | 
Sakas’) and the Sake tigraxauda (1 
the pointed caps’ or ‘pointed hı 
the Persians won a glorious victory o 
Sakas of the pointed с 
the leader their king, we 
scale relief portrayal of one such 
‘on the госМасе of Bisui 
above, The Sakan king, 5 
the last in a long row of dı 
who stand bound before E 
wearing th 











that they could 
groups with 





















































is depict 

‘lying kings 

Skuka is 
nomad dress 









feature is the tall po 
would normally have 
ders but is here turned up and fastened with 
а band. The lower edge above the forehead 
appears to be decorated. 

А headdress of this Kind, magnificently 









1 miles 
necropolis, in the grave of a young m 
had been buried, not in the great central 
grave with the 20i (6m) high mound (which 
had been almost completely destroyed. by 
grave-robbers), but in a relatively modest 
small wooden chamber to the side of the 
southern hall. The robbers had overlooked his 





grave, and hiscostume and jewellery remained 
intact. 






as well as the women of the 
class. The numerous remains of golden 
adornments in the richer graves give the 
impression that the Seythians wished literally 
to "el their dead. Gold seems to have 
exerted a magical power of attraction over the 
Scythia, as we now know — over the 
Sakas as well, in all its various possibilities of 
‘he body of the man in the Issyk 

1.65m) tall, was literally 
studded with jewellery and more than 4000 
‘of decorated gold. De 

dead man wore relatively tight trousers with 
spangled seams, and boots decorated with 
gold. His upper garment, a short leather tunic, 
had 2400 arrow-shaped gold plaques sewn on 
to it, almost like scale armour, and all the 
ied with 
pe of animal faces, 
Under this he wore a cloth shirt embroidered. 
with spangles whi nged in patterns 
on the sleeves, some of the sequins being 
quite 1 figures were 
‘hed to the belt from which hung a long 




























































gilded and encased ted sheaths, 

nd the neck of the body ove-fitting 
le from a gold neck ring wound 
rads attached, 
y gold rings, 








ring. 
lis appearance 
strong resemblance to a prehistor 
ind had this object not com 
during a reliable modern excavation. 
‘one would initially be tempted to regard it as 
a forgery. However, this burial complex 
‘well as the extraordi 
from the period of the fifth 
The most impressive object found in the 
tomb was the pointed headdress. This was 
about 25.5in. (65cm) high, and the excava- 
tors were able to reconstruct it in exact detail, 
lower edge is a чи diadem 
nsisting of various elaborately intertwined 


















23 Plan ofthe graze in the Ik kurgan. 
The timber chamber contained vessels of 





iy na 
hip ound in gold, with the handle resting 
lose ta hir hoad. See p. 51 for a description 
Mf other deposits. 




















28 The excavator KA. Ae recono 
‘traction onze а ici picture of the dead 
sath (тм). 


























25 The Sakan King Skala Б lat bound before Darius (Hinz. The long көй, shieli uf his pointed helmet urn 
apnd fastened atthe Ip. The grs uf hr and бом ofthe wer section ef th het appear te e ernamenie, 
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shafis decorated with spirals, The centre space 
between these is taken up with two elongated 
strips of gold foil painted in black and red. 









the depiction 
ls which 





vow leopards, 
biting “golden тош 




















26 The guldctrimmed headdress from the [и kurgan. 
On the print led a small gold ram, possibly a mark of 
"ний (Mi) 


The god signet ring from the right hand of the ho 
н «+ attempt lo depict his magnificent headdress 








fabulous animals which had been 
of wood and then covered with 
of gol le 

of the caste 


the European part ol Seyth 
simple deviee the 
appearance of slid 
the animals join to 
Two hor 

tain goats (bes 
of kneeling hor 
winged body. I 
halves of two more 
their hooves touch 
of gold-foil deco 
ог feathers ase 











the miniscule statuene of а г 
upwards out of these wings or 


28. The lor бөк! scith the тумана inscription, sill 
four arrows or miniature spears with 


deciphered, the videst such find in central Аша (Ak) 





The home of the 'sharp-beaked, 
dumb dogs of Zeus’ 


‘The burial in the Issyk kurgan testifies to the 
gold riches of the Sakan country which lay 
not so far from what 


according to ancient 
of the “gold-guard- 











ing griflons 
immediately to the 
Bronze Age times (c. 1500 BC) at the very 
latest, in both opencast and underground 
mines. The first archaeological survey 

listed 70 ancient goldmines in Kazakhstan 
alone, whose exploitation since the Bronze 
Age can be traced. 

"The whole of north К; 















datable tools, such as stone 
mallets, pick-axes, wedges etc., enable us to 
make relatively precise deduct 

the quarrying processes of antiq 
miners used wooden climbing-posts for the 
descent and ascent, The vertical shafts reached. 
ad m), and great care 
ove ground water- 















level or at least to 
below it, no doubt to avoid the risk of wa 
penetration. It seems that the miners of anti- 
quity worked in the shafts and tunnels 

the benefit of wooden struts and props. 

As yet no thorough scien 
has been undertaken of the an 
Siberia and central Asia. Most of 
fact being reworked, 
been destroyed. or 
quarrying. Productive mining sites have often 
been rediscovered with the help of ancient 
folk tradition, frequently also on the basis of 
old place-names meaning ‘gold’ or through 
general indications of the whereabouts of 
shafts, pits or quarries. 

“The rich gold deposits of Kazakhstan, found 
in the 1920 alter a careful search based on 
just such folk tradition, were almost all re- 
discovered. They had already been exploited 
since the Bronze Age, and were later forgotten. 
Present-day mining has frequently unearthed 
traces of the ancient mine-workers, who had 
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tunnelled horizontally as well asin descending 
inclines. Cavities of more than 197 f (60m) 
in length and 46ft (14m) wide, with a height 
of 2.6ft (0.80 m) supported by layers of stone 
left standing, convey an approximate idea of 
the extent of prehistoric mining. As well as 
such large working areas, conspicuously small 
‘ones were also discovered which are very 
narrow and never more than a few metres 
long- probably the working places of children 
ог adolescents. 

‘The object of prehistoric mining was always 
to discover veins with a high gold content 
The composition of the waste heaps shows 
that only the larger grains of gold and nuggets 
were extracted, the remainder going to waste, 
With the aid of modern purification plants 
the ancient waste heaps are therefore also 
being industrially processed; in one place for 
‘example several hundred thousand tons of old 
waste were found to have a gold content 
Reports of such qua ind descriptions 
of large waste heaps on which it was posibl 
for a forest of century-old trees to grow, testify 
both to the considerable passage of time and 
10 the enormous extent of the goldmining in 
antiquity 

‘Alter its extraction the 
































lished, where it 
es and washed. ‘The 
sites are usually near ancient lakes, and are 
Sometimes as large as half a kilometre square. 
Great numbers of implements are found here 
mortars, slabs, stone pesles, axes, sledge- 
hammers and knapping hammers which were 
used to crush and grind to powder the quartz 
ore which contained the gold. Part of the ore 
brought to the processing sites seems to have 
been left unprocessed, for reasons not known 

larly clear evidence of goldmining can 

Altai, immediately to the east, 
which owes йв name (mountains of gold!) to 
its ich deposits, Here in Zmcinogorika (make 
mountain) an ancient miner who had met 
with a fatal accident was discovered, Next to 
his skeleton, which was permeated with metal 
oxide, a leather bag sil lay, wel filled with 
gold minerals 


It was into these regions, where according 











10 ancient mythology the “gold-guarding 
grillons’ worked their mischief de sharp 
beaked, dumb dogs of Zeus’ as Aeschylus 
calls them in his Prometheus (803), where 
the dreaded mounted army of the one-eyed 
Arimaspians (arima being the Scythian word 
for ‘one’ and ури for ‘eye’, Herodotus IV, 28 
was said to live by a river that flowed over 
gold, and where, finally, ‘gold-digging ants 
had been introduced it was into these ancient 
goldmining regions that a caravan route led. 
We learn from. Herodotus that this route 
stretched from the Greek city of Olbia through 
Seythia 
used by 
trade. The Seythians, it was reported, had to 
employ seven interpreters to co ate 
with the various peoples long route. 
Although the subject of the negotiations and 
the reason why this almost endless route 
emed to be worth travelling 
mentioned in the ancient source, we can guess 
what they were. 
There are no gold deposits i 
All the Seyt jewellery found 
uch today was fashioned 
ported gold. The gold — the spoils of 
id to be paid 















































mous economic power. 
There has as yet been no 
X Union ofthe gold with which archaeol- 
ogists are concerned, so that we can give no 
information regar 





only three areas from wi 
could have origi 








west, where gold had been extracted through 
mining and the panning of river sand si 
ancient times (it was here that the Agathyrs 
settled, a tribe related to the Seythians, whose 
love of rich gold jewellery is mentioned in 
ancient sources). The second area was the 
‘Caucasus, especially Colchis, home of Medea, 
where the legend of the Golden Fleece orig” 
inated. This legend touches on an ancient 
method of collecting gold: deposits were 
panned from river sand and dirceted along 
artificial channels, and the gold-dust was 
deposited on sheepskins which thus became 
"golden? fleeces. It is very probable that the 
а of origin was Kazakhstan and the 






























Tt is against this background that the pur- 
pose of the mysterious caravan route becomes 
clear. Owing to а considerable amount of 
idence, its existence can now also be 












tribe would rob the griffons of 

ld and take possession of it themselves, 
to ancient legend. 

this brief survey of the great 

centres of the A 










of the di 
early reflect the 
h gold, of which 
there were such abundant supplies and to 
which they were so accustomed that they even 
it necessary to add red and black 
touches of paint in order to increase its visual 
attraction. 








4 What were they like? 





“Yes, we are Scrlhians! Yes, we are Asians ~ icit 
hungry dree (А. Blok in his poem *Scybians', 
1918) 


Physical appearance and dress 





Herodotus does not. des 
characteristics of th 
although it does se 
of his account that he did 
appearance particularly ob 
Frequent me 

sians, coupled with th 
was a native of Asia Minor, may have contri- 
buted to his tolerant attitude. He w 
dubbed 

and undistorted descrip: 
peoples during his public lectures in A 


ibe the physical 




























shall refer to this unknown wri 
Hippocrates, а name which derives from the 
fact that his Treatise ("De aere, aquis, loc 


author was a doctor i 
Ñh century BC and wa 
welled. Apart from the Greek regions and 
Egypt, he was also familiar with the Caucasus. 
and Macotis (the arca around the present- 
day Sea of Azov). Finding the climate uncon- 
genial in the extrem 

Pontic steppes 
account of the conditions under which the 
inhabitants lived. He then goes on to describe 
what is, in his view, the deplorable state of 
the natives’ health — that of the Scythians 
in particular. And it certainly sounds bad 
enough: the Seythians were small, he writes, 
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plagued with arthritis, the women practically 
sterile.... Their bodies were damp and 
sweaty (this could only be relieved to some 
extent by blood-letting) and flabby, and they 
were bow-legged and dumpy. Because of the 
constant cold their skin w 











at and they were fat into the bargain, 
He goes on to say that their life on horseback 
caused swelling of the vertebi 
problem 






Altogether the wretched cli- 


low birth rate). 
mate, constant life on horseback and what h 
considered the harmful wearing of trousers 
taking it impossible for the men to keep 
fondling themselves) were in his opinion the 
three basic evils of the Scythian way of life. 
They were responsible for the numerous ills 
which b Scythians, he тай 
ing particular stress on the impossibility of 
regular sexual intercourse, Owing to their 
‘on horseback the Scythian nobility were at an 
extreme disadvantage, 

‘One can feel sorry for this poor traveller 
who must have ıe of it on his 
journeys. It is not only that he describes the 
climate of present-day Ukraine and its coastal 
strip with the subtropical Crimea (to us a 
fairly reasonable climate) as Cit were Siberia - 
this is quite comm 'acco-Roman 

their way of 
their horse 
particular which he personally found 
so loathsome - must have been absolutely 
repellent to him. His unappetizing portrayal 
of their stature, skin colour and other physical 
attributes was distorted by his alien sensitivi 
Чез. It nevertheless has an air of scholarly 
























































known to exceed 6f Gin. (2m). There is 
a substantial difference in height between 
members of the upper social stratum and the 





thus without doubt be interpreted as a mark 
of social status. This phenomenon can be 
Observed all the way to the castern extremity 
of the Seythian wor graves all 
those interred who were from the upper social 
stratum can be distinguished by their height 
and powerful bodies. All these men are 
between 5i Bin, (176m) and 6 (1.80m) 
tall; the men in the common graves are or 
average 5f 4i 

ical research has established that 
etons differ from those of today in their longer 
arm and leg bones and a generally stronger 
bone formation. In European Scythia, 
including the Caucasus regions, we are dealing. 
with Europids in Seythi 

Mongol characteristics but who do divide 
into long- and roundeskulled types. 

The physical characteristics f 
correspond to their cultural affiliation: their 
origins place them within the group of Iranian. 
peoples. According to traditional myths and 
legends, and also to various archacologi 
findings, they arrived from the east or the 
south-east in the region north of the Black 
Sea and intermarried with the autochthonous 
peoples, presumably m; 
Cimmerians who had settled in the region 
before them, The language of the Scy 
is closely related to that of the ancient Ossetes 
(the remainder of the Ossetes tribe today live 
in the Terek region of the north Caucasus 

Further cast, the Mongol characteristics 
of the skulls of the indigenous Sauromatian 
peoples become more apparent. Nevertheless 
we must remember that we are dealing with 
a period in which huge areas of Siberia far 
into Mongolia were sill inhabited by ancient 
Europids. It was only gradually ~ in the first 
millennium BC ~ that Mongol characteristics 
became apparent area, characteristics 

h are today almost universal in that 
region; at the same time the fifth or fourth 
century must have represented a certain turn- 
ing point. The seventeen burials in the Arzan 
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kurgan, for instance, which definitely orig- 
inate from the eighth to the sixth century BC, 
are, as far as can be ascertained, of the long- 
In the Pazyryk kurgans, 

te from the fifth 10 the 


show definite Europid features. A particularly 
interesting ‘mixed marriage’ was discovered 
in kurgan 2. The man interred here, who will 
be discussed in more detail below ` he is 
tattooed and scalped - was at first sight clearly 
of Mongol appearance. This can be seen in 
the shape of the head and the face wi 
prominent cheekbones, and the rather coarse, 
black hair. But there were traces of stubble а 
few days old on his chin, so he must have 
had beard growth which is not a Mongol 
characteristic. The woman buried with him, 
who was over forty, had by contrast a longish 
face and was also in other respects q 
different in type from the man. On examin- 
ation it was found that both must have suffered 
from severe toothache while they were alive 
in the woman's case caused by suppuration of 
the gums, 

If the upper social element of the Altai 
population is compared with the buri 
the simple graves, itis noticeable that there 
is a considerable proportion of Europids 
among the lower social stratum. Rudenko, the 
‘excavator ofthe Altai kurgans, has interpreted 
this phenomenon in the light of tribal aristo- 
cracies, derived from the field of ethnology. 
I is his theory that physically contrasting 
types are likely to be encountered in aristo- 
cratic families, since vast distances were 
involved where exogamy was prevalent. This 
cannot, however, be the only reason for the 
racial differences which only emerge at a 
relatively late date and are furthermore so 
immediately obvious. They doubtless have to 
be considered against a background of polit 
ical displacement and other cultural and per- 
sonal contact. 

‘Owing, possibly, to the great caravan route 
to the east, knowledge of this racial mixing 
had also reached the Greek settlements on the 
Black Sea. Herodotus already knew of it and 
reports (IV, 23) that beyond the various tribes 









































‚over vo the east, bald- 
e lived in the foothills of a high 
main chain, “Their noses are said to be 
d their chins broad, They have their 
language hut dress im the Scythian 
', he writes, repeating the rumours. I 

What here be is describing te 
it at any rate their immediate 




























European Seythians, we find 





with af ` 
Tw 1909 tea by the Kiev areola 
фы УЛ. Маша, invewigaing WC masive 
ow we bur mound and I 

under 
т dig. 
Sl drinking Vogel wich had een cleverly 
bi ER oy Ridden in ide grave n the Je end of ih 
SS boriy. Afer srcbacologits had paimtakingly 
dile carta each ys gd 





ly vivid picture of their appearance 





















they discovered at the bouam of 
sale” а hemispherical silver bowl 
with handles. The outer wall was decorated 








with an embossed gilt pictorial frieze, and 
this vivid representation caused immediate 
he scientists present 

ler there are six Figures in the com- 
ilis vessel: two on the lint, wo 
the back, and т each handle at 
ortunately only the front side is 

iate of preservation, tbe back 
her poor condition, The extremely 
on tbe front depicts two older 


























ly engrossed in conver- 
ids, mme towards each. 
her. are ellectively highlighted by the con 
trast between the gold of their hair and heards 
and the silver of their broad faces. Their 
ly open mouths and the faraway look in 
eyes also enhances the lifelike impression. 

ice it is clear thar 
equal rank are portrayed 
re. This i» confirmed by the maguificenily 
bellished weapons and the signs of honour, 














3 enl of the coran frm e nd Pase burgan 
Ride) 





which we know from literature, that they hold They are all wearing typical Scythian dress, 
almost playfully Му fashioned and with the 








ppes, describes it 
skins and stitched 








n well believe, however, that these 

dr of self-confidence 

h were capable of the vigorous 
ders 


a repulsive sight 
On the other band archa 
hows fairly conclusively thar this ridi 
A sple 
Шет and 







igures with their 





costume was in fact smart, costly 
didly fashioned. Different kin 
für were cleverly combined for comfort and yer fled from 





le h is my nature: 1 have never 






in fear, nor am E bech 
But you will yet werp 
bitter tears for having claimed fo be my 
v^ (Reply from the Sevihian King 
hyrsus to Darius, who was demanding, 


effect on horseback, and many sorts of mag- wow from y 
nificent coloured embroidery and appli 
work are evident in complicated p 






figures, often with lavish facings of pear 
gold. 's submission; Herodotus IV, 12 
War look at the: stature of the һе 








ne, happy amd free and 
Is and the Seythians! Bul 





left-hand side at the frout of the bowl, jal to the y 










der that 
incha campaign against 
Message 10 the Tonians 
he pursuit of the fering Darius which 


his paunch, so faithfully reprodu 






ld seem 
nthe 


riist, we can see why such Figures w 





bloated" and ‘sweaty’ t0 the writer 
Hippocratic Treatise, and why he 
tell where their joints were; they hardly c 
spond to the Greek ideal of beauty, it i true 





"- ided im catastrophe for the er 


IV, 136. 





half d the fourth centers Pc (Bid 
Viti, [10397 ‹в) it as, de 
‘pave hui inte 
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TW 











he grave uur (related 
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In contrast 10 present-day ideas, troasers 
were to the Greeks 
the legend 


n article of female atre 






that the clever and beautiful S 
mones by her husband 10 hi 
so that b d make 
for the arduous and dam 
practical trouser costum 











M eben нд 
Анон nte 13 Lin 


did poque fm the Миоры 
Үш) (Dad Кый». 


уз dh impro 
o fm the Kan 








real its wearer's sex. ‘These trousers, combined 
Will a jacket or wrap, were adequate [or all 
requirements, protecting the skin from the 
and allowing freedom. 
и im any activity, Indeed he 
‘ould be so handsomely fashioned 
the horse-riding warriors of Eurasia. 
Medes and Persians kept w this 
Semiramis costume and knew how w wear 















й with elegance, 
As yet we know less about the dress of 
the region north nf the Black 
an that of the men. New finds seen 10 һе 
however, although a complete 
merion sill presents dithiculties since. 
were far les fien depicted han men 
у mot in any preciso detail 
lions in the graves for the preservation 
textiles, felt, le id similar on 

















of the female 
ih gold ormimentation 


› the recons 
ty isthe l 








which adorned the sleeves, upper gar 
various hem and edges and even the she 
With the help of soch ation (he 











outs of the different garments can 
quently he clearly пғасей, The women of the 
upper social echelons wore long robes al 
least vonial occasions - possi 





bly w edge, and 
‘over thee long, baggy, richly orname 
uals. Shoes or short boots with gold decor 
ation could be seen under these long garments, 
as the grave finds show. On their heads they 















lowing purple veils, son 
like а cap, and sometimes magnificent affaire 
ver 120, (Wem) high, elitering with gold 
Some women had different kinds of headgear 
with them in Ше grave, presumably so that 
they would always be suitably dressed at the 
and during their repre- 
seotational duties in the next world. 
Completing the appearance of Uie ladies, 





who were already laden with gold, was a 
huge amount of jewellery. Their lingers were 
adorned with rings of various shapes (some 
Times ten or even more}, round their wrists 
Jay gold bangles and various bracelets of pearls 
and other material, and in addition they had. 

lid gold neck rings, carrings and 
jewellery, Unfortunately practically 
so far is known about their hairstyles. 

That they did not rely solely 











e 





y nature but. 





used artificial aids where necessary is shown. 
by the remains of coloured make-up and other 
indications of ihe use of cosmetics. The deli 
botes and little bowls found at the head of 
the dead or in the care ө a special servan 
perhaps a 'chambermaid killed for the bur 
probably contained scented wa 
‘ointments. Bronze mirrors, hardly eve 
in the graves nf lavishly-buried wo 
also found in men's graves 

intended in their polished state 

























women against a golden backgro 
Mastering light 








The custom of blood-brotherhood 


By drinking a utisture of wine and theis 
blood, in which their swords, arrows, axe 
spears had previously been dipped and o 
which long incantations had been murmured, 
two warriors used lo swear their allegiance in 

‚ch other to the death, We know from 
literature of extremely moving stories of such 
blood brothers and their close bonds which in 
the dangers ul daily life were doubtless of 
nimense importance. The sacrifice of pr 
erly, wife and children, eyesight and 
life, together with the unconditional pledge to 
Fight for one's blood brother, were a 

ponent. of Scythian ideals and glorified 
accordingly. Lucian, an author of the second. 
century BG, who felt to some extent akin 
o the Seythians because of his non-Greck 
Syrian) origins. has the Scythian Tovaris sell 
five dramatic stories on this subject in his 
narrative Taxaris or the Friends 

As well as the written accounts, numerous 
depictions show details of this warriors” ews 
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"This well-established ritual ceremony has 
helped archacologists to expose a series of 
modern forgeries of Scythian pictorial work, 
since the custom of blood-brotherhood among 
Scythian warriors, so vividly described in 
written sources, proved a favourite subject 
with forgers. They overlooked the essential 
clement of drinking together from one vessel 
however, so that on the modern ‘works of 
antiquity” the blood brothers are either drink- 
ing simultaneously from two cups or one alter 
the other from а vessel held by both, 

"This mistake in motif is an import 
to forgeries which are otherwise so expertly 
crafted that they can deceive even the special- 
ists. The south Russian forge 
turn of the century posed the bigge 
because of their excellent erafismar 
the extremely high qu 
Every new Seythian treasure to emerge from 
the obscurity of the tombs served the forgers 

is a model. The objects were copied, their 

ed, they 

different context 
Herodotus's Book IV, whose de 
tions acted as a s 
balized', Tt was 0 
Europe which suffered the most 
of the Odessa museum, 
waged a bitter war 
the tenth Archaeological Congress in 1896 he 


















due 




















































emerged into the public eye with his lecture, 
*Forgeries in the Odessa museum. 
activities in south Russia’. 
Probably de most 
involving a forgery from southern Rusia 





concerned an extremely costly purchase by the 
Louvre. This was the ‘Tiara of Saitapharnes 
which ` as subsequently: proved ` had in 


fact been made by the Odessa goldsmith 
L Ruchumovski. This magnificent headdress 
was at first interpreted by experts of the time 
as archacological verification of an episode 
known to us from a famous Greek inscription. 
the ‘Protogenes Decree’. This tone inscription 
izens of Olbi 









warmly praised for his frequent gilts of money 
to the city. The Protogenes Decree is of 
particular importance to archaeology, 

describes the state of the Greck city col 











pharnes, who appeared outside the. 
d with costly gi 
ing text of the Pro- 
caks off at the point 
where Protogenes and Aristocrates have 
brought gifts to Saitapharnes, which he does 
accept but which nevertheless anger him. 
The tiara, which was thought to have b 
wrought to suit the ornate taste of a nomad 
King, seemed to fit the historical com 
bly. The skilful forger had e 
thought of putting an inscription on the 
itself, which read: “The council and citi 
of Olbia honour the great 
Saitapharnes. 

The exposure of the forgery caused a huge. 
scandal, but the tiara was soon forgotten, and. 
is now shamefacedly hidden somewhere 
Louvre, though its creator's craftsmanship in 
fact deserves a certain amount of recogniti 












































5 Armed warriors on red steeds 





Weapons and fighting methods 


‘Although modern studies of weapons and 
ing methods are far from complete, the 
countless individual finds of weapons and 
whole sets of fi 
cate, after the 
pletely new picture of fighting methods and 
have significantly contributed to. 
ation of the Sc it is possible to 
give a description of the function of 
weapons and of fighting as well 
as а sound esti of 































to be very 
Scythian funer ed the burial of 
an abundance of weapons with th 

Despite looting by grave-robbers throughout 
the ages, enough objects of weaponry have 
survived to make posible a reconstruction of 
the fighting methods of these an 
warriors - although what rema 















Even 
n it has nevertheless beer 
established: that no other people in hi 
have provided archaeologists with so 
objects of weaponry as have 
Just as he would rid 
dead Seythian also went into the next world. 
lad 





with this limita 

















with weapons, no doubt expect 
aments and all sorts of mi 
Literally armed to the teeth, 





there, 


reflection of their everyday life. 

In written sources the Seythians appear as 
the equals of their various enemies, among 
which were the Assyrian, Persian and Greek 


armies. The abundance of archaeological 
deposits discovered since shows the material 


D 







basis for this and also clearly indicates that 
they could assimilate innovatory weapon 
technology, adapting it to their own needs, in 








a relatively short time. 
The variety and sophistication of their wea- 
of 








tack and def istounding, 
e caused their enemies severe 
problems. Among the weapons of attack the 
bow and arrow took first place. These are also 
п the commonest graves, which 

yıhlans are referred to in 








reached enormous 
n the graves whole maga- 
zines of arrows are found with hundreds, 
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Composite bose unstrung, sirung and ready to shoot 
Макава: Marken). 








2 The rolling forest steppe in the district of Smela. This type of landscape merges into 
the Pontic steppe in the north and extends over vast stretches of Russia. 





Horse no. 5 3-6 The sacrificed horses from the Ist Pazyryk kurgan. 





Reconstruction of trappings, mane and tail decoration, Horse no. 10 
and adornments (after Griaznov) by Herz and Rolle. 














13 Above: М, и gold decorated ofthe fifth/beginning of the fourth century 
comb from the side grave of the Solocha BC. 4.8in. (12.3 cm) high, 10.402 (294g). For 
kurgan, showing Scythians in battle. End details see p. 74f. 
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and sometimes even over a thousand arrows 
serving as reserves for several quivers, which 
would be rendered razor-sharp before battle. 

"The typical Seythian bow is a small 
posite bow, ie. assembled from a single 
wooden core whose ends were additionally 
reinforced with special coverings (string 
wrapped round and glued on, together with 
plates of bone), We can deduce from the 
evidence that there were also bows of over 
three feet (1m) in length. 

The Seythians seem to have been the inven- 
tors of a special combined bow-case and 
quiver, called the gorii, which was worn 
hanging from the belt, While the men were 
stalking or before direct contact with the 
enemy, the stringed bow was kept in this case; 
a special pocket at the front for the arrows 
could be closed with а flap, probably to keep 
‘out moisture and protect the feathering. 
combined case and quiver guaranteed th 
immediate readiness 10 shoot o 

































together with the appropriate bow, 
had the sizes and types of arrows 
for any hunting and fight 
immediately to hand. I 
wound even n; 
arrow more difficult, thorns were fixed. 
arrowheads, 

We learn from written sources that the 
arrows were poisoned, and a recipe for Seyth 
ian arrow poison can be approximately 
reconstructed from inform 
Theophrastus, Aristotle a 
duce it, the Seythians caught a certain kind 
of snake (probably small adders) at a fixed 

e of year, leaving their bodies to decom- 
pose. They then filled vessels with human 
blood, which they sealed and buried in dung 
until the blood began to putrefy. The decayed 
matter floating in the blood was mixed with 
the substances extracted from the decomposed 
adders to form a pernicious poison which in 
ancient times was called scythicon or foxican. 

"The snake poison presumably retained its 
potency in the decomposed bodies of the 

ers, the blood was an excellent breedi 
for bacteria, and the dung contained 



























tetanus and gangeene germs. We can imagine 

the poison took is course: 
arrow did not cause immediate death, 
the snake poison would probably take eflect 
within an hour. There would be disintegration 
of the blood corpuscles, probably also shock 
‘effects and possibly respiratory paralysis. IF 
the victim survived, gangrene would set in 
afier about a day and possibly also suppu- 
ration of the wound, After an incubation 
period of one to two days, or perhaps not until 
а week later, tetanus would set in.” 

“Some fall, pitifully shot down by hooked 
arrows; for à poisonous juice clings to the 
sing metal’ is Ovid's poetic description of 
the use of the Seythian's main weapon; he 
refers to it as a missile ‘which promises a 
double death’. These arrowheads, fitted with 
hooks and soaked in poison, were particularly 

red, since they were very difficult to remove 
from the wound and caused U 

the process. Not only this, but 
as calculated to cause long-term 
even slight wounds were therefore 

1 
Apart from snake poison, which they were 
ako able to use for curative purposes, the 
Scythians used hemlock, which in some 
rees is also numbered among their 


























Their proficiency in archery ` they were 
ambidextrous in the handling of the bow and. 
their way of living and fighting on horseback 
earned the Scythians the Greek term ‘horse= 
archers. They seem 10 have 

remarkable degree of acci 
by a seriesof burial finds, Since the arrowheads 
were often not removed from the body but 
remained stuck in the bone, it has been 
posible to establish that an enemy had been 
struck by a shot right between the eyes from 
‘on horseback. 

We have only an approximate idea of the 
range of the bow, since no original specimen 
has survived. An inscription from Olbia on. 
the Black Sea extols the shooting range of 
the Olbian Anaxagoras, who in a festive 
competition won the prize for long-distance 
shooting with a distance of over 1601 
(500 m Here in the region north of the Black. 
































40 Fla o depictions on the gald beaker [rom the 
Кг Ови бин. Height Sin. (13 ет). Km rauen e 
utiquités du Basphare Cimmerien 





Sea, Anaxagoras probably wed a Scythian 
bow, and the emergence of a new competition 
‘of this kind may alo have been due to the 
influence oF the indigenous population on the 
Greek colonials. The arrow would of course 
have the power to penetrate only ata much 
shorter distance. A Scythian Бане probably 
began with a һай of arrows, similar to that 
‘of medieval horse-riding nomads, This thick 
"cloud" of arrows could obscure the sum > a 
very plausible description if we hear in mind 
that a practised archer, as we know from 
ethnological parallels сап shoot around 
twenty arrows a minute. 

"The method of stringing the bow differed 
{тот that of today: the knee was used as a 
support, ns shown in ancient depictions such 
as the scene on the Famous electrum vessel 
from the Kul-Oba burial mound, which 
apparently portrays the phases before and 
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after battle. The composite bow was of such 
elasticity that when slackened is “ars! sprang 
back, farming an almost semicircular curve, 
For this reason such bows are described ay 
reflex bows. We know from ethnological a 
historical evidence that a composite bow of 
this nature would have taken between five 
and ten years to produce, as special types of 
wood and horsehair string were used, and 
long periods of seasoning were necessary. Їп 
addition there would be a ‘shouting-in’ phase. 

"The arms of the суан warrior dite were 
cleverly adapted to suit all possible distances 
and situations in battle, After the bow and 
arrow the lance and spear were used, and in 
hand-to-hand fighting the axe (agar), the 
Jong and short sword, a kind of miniature 
chain flail, and а whip similar to that used by 
the Cossacks were brought into action. 

Te was not the grear quantity of weapon 








finds alone, however, which led o the decisive 
breakthrough. towards a fundamentally 
different evaluation wf Seyihian warfare. 
Important new emphases, which must also be 
borne in mind when assessing fighting tactic 
anil strength, have emerged primarily from 
ie Jargescale investigations of the Kiev 
archeologist EV Cernenko. These mainly 
concerned armour, and were to change rad- 
ically the reconstruction of the Бает 
Scythian warrior. The customary hackneyed 
view found in literature, hat mounted nomad 
warriors were wandering hordes, who in fav 
ourable circumstances were prepared to attack 
but who on meeting frm resistance took (light 

fist as possible no longer holds true. The 
idea al lichilarmed.archers, whose main 
advantage lay in the swifiness of their horses 
and who avoided pitched battles, succeeding 
less through personal bravery than through 














lever taces has to be revised, 

“The very first studies uf Cernenko showed 
hat since the sixth century IC there wits at 
least a core of heavily armoured riders in а 
Scythian army, whose maen: increased in 
Subsequent centuries, The manufacture of the 
various types of cale armour was particularly 
Impressive, Such armour consisted uf many 
thousands of bronze or iran scales attached 10 
a beater jerkin, so that about а third of every 
scale was covered by the neat. The size of the 
individual scales varied widely. We know of 
armour with very small, carefully. polished 
scales of about 0.7 x 0.31, (17 x Tem) in 
size, and also of eruder types. The scales were 
all attached individually and layered one 
above the other, and quite ofen cach metal 
scale was lined with one of leather. АЙ this 
increased the flexibility and comfort of the 
armour, and presumably alsa made necessary 
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ада о б ай 


d Detail from the gold beaker from the Kul {ba kagon, deg Dev armod otiam 
right A applying m 


The ote am the f i erch amd the unes И 


repairs easier. Seale armour had tob 
looked after, if only to ensure that it did 
гич. According tu recent evidence it was 
lined inside with animal skin, 

completely of skin, which p 











the ren and absorbed the sw 
Seythians abo 





Besides сод of armo 
devised. other 
helmets to breeches for the protection 












thighs and knees. In addition, they wore 





fighting belts immed with. stripe of i 
which protected the loins, The 
often covered with iron pla 
carried on the back so chat the ware 
remained protected and their 
he kept free for battle, The 
excavations have revealed 





shiclds wer 















several ‘iro 
nights’, skeletons covered almost irom he 


to Vor in iron scales, with their shields by 1 








panese samurai, produc 
sounds of elinking metal as they 
The preparations for an imminent mi 














fior hunting wr b 





can must accordingly have involved 


activity: with hordes of warriors 





excited, neighing steeds with pack-horses 
d lan 


visions: field tents 

йош! throngs 
5, bowmakers and leather-workers 
dr trade for all they were worth, the 
rmour being cleaned and repaired, 











ply 
dlink of 












the whier of bowstrings, and above all the 
sharpening of swords, lances and double axes 

sharp as pich-ases, Ману hundreds of 
arrows, their points ncedlesharp, would be 
cath nd (perhaps amid murmurings of 
magic formulae] poisoned, amd incendiary 
arrows prepared. Then a signal would 
announce the appearance of the King, and 











и parade the army would 
noisily scı off 
We have no precise idea as to the mi 





rituals which preceded Seythian campaigns. 
We know from information about later ho 

riding nomadic peoples how complicated 
and imbued with superstitions notions such 
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ТООСУ. 
et jn 





vampalgne were. For (һе Se 
who avcortim in Herd 
willow rods, business ma have bren boom: 








ing, 

Ne we might expect, even the w а 
the kings and other kw yıhlan 
Hai units tok the form wf карим. The 









All seeptres bund indicate a scale of degree 
based оп the metal used. Three finds nf sich 
seepttes have been discovered W date: A 
arr made olei andl bronze, anel ii possible 
hat in future exeava 

Will be discovered with silver 
ires, 

From she large quantity ol costly weapon 
кошой, which were possibly status symbols and 
marks Г honour. we cam reconstenet 
weapons and armour, brstling with gold, of 
Че mounted Seythian warrior. Even 
пом opulent, such weaponry always hadd so 
practical une. According tà all Ma writen 
Sources the Seviian kings invariably took an 
active part in baute at the head of their army 
























enerally 10 the Seythian 
I deposits show them 1 
cavily-armied cavalry warriors 
| vue skeletons alien show h 














‘Scythian route” 


Mast Scythian weapons of attack were 
d lo break down the resistance of 
effectiveness al 










оп the attacking power uf their enemies. 
especially in she Near 
where the Scy 





st and Asia Minor, 
us launched extensive ram- 
jhe seventh century BO at th 











ту BC there is 
ing hordes invading the 
m he north via the Caucasus, 
in ancient Eastern and later in Greek written 
Sources. (нїн and азая! are the names 


most frequently used to 
scourge of apoc: 

even mentioned. 

"Lo, I will b 

far, О house 

nation, it is an anci 














er to them, As a Behold, a people shall come from the 
ptic proportions they are h, and a great nation, and many kings 
shall be raised up from the coasts of the 
carth. They shall hold the bow 
lance: ucl, and will n 















d ride upon horses, every one. 
in array, like a man to battle, agai 
О daughter of Babylon; (Jeremi; 





understandest what ti 
аз an open sepulchre, th 





jaken by many scholars 
as and 5 „аф 
numerous archaeological finds indicate that 
they were indeed present in the ancient Orient 
he complicated history of these large-scale 
perhaps, in pari, attempts to 

id which continued for several 





thine herds: they shall е 
thy fig trees: they shall impow 
fenced cities, wherein thou trustest, with 
the sword.” Jeremiah, 5: 15-17, 
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centuries — would fil a separate volume and 
can only be touched on here. 

In overcoming the geographical difficulties 
alone, the military expedition of the mounted 
nomad forces into the Near East represented 

o all 


a remarkable achievement, For the way 
the riches and beauties of u 
was blocked by the steep moun 








sus", Virgil), which, owing to its impassable 
terrain, has from ancient ümes formed a 
barrier separating nations and peoples. 
"There is a route which leads from the 
nomads in the north to Iberia. It involves an 
arduous three-day climb followed by a descent 
along a gorge formed by the river Argos, 
where men and animals have to walk in 
ile file’ writes Strabo, adding that it was 
estimated to have taken four days, showing 
that the central Kreuzberg Pass was in use by 
the first millennium BC at the latest 
The Kreuzberg Pass, alo 
asus Gawe’, is th 
the year is free 
Caucasus passes lie 













i even greater 
than those of the Alps. If we consider the 


difficulties involved in crossing the Alps in 
ancient times ~ as in the case of Hannibal for 
example = we have an approximate idea of 
the organization and powers of endurance of 
the Scythian forces, fint penetrating into the 
south and later streaming back north. Their 
ability to negotiate this difficult north-south 
route led to the term ‘Scythian route’ being 
applied to the Caucasus. 

Iit is correct to equate the ashkuzai (t 
with the Seythians (and there is much to 
support this theory), one of the fint Scythians 
known to us by name is a king, Partatua, 
who sent a messenger to the Assyrian King 
Asarhaddon asking for the hand of one of the 
latter's daughters in marriage. The Assyrian 
King, unsure whether the suitor would keep 
his word and greatly fearing his 
powers, turned to the god Samas 
oracular question, as was the custom at the 

ve. He wanted to know whether his future 
sonin-aw would indeed do ‘everything’ 
which would benefit him, Asarhaddon. The 
god's answer was ascertained by the Assyrians 
























through the examination of animals’ entrails, 
This involved the opening up of an animal 
(usually a sheep) and the close scrutiny of 
the various features of its innards: how the 
intestines lay, what the kidneys were like (a 
missing kidney augured ill, a small kidney was 
important); the nature ofthe liver was crucial 

Any peculiarity, for example an unusual 
‘colouring, defects, disorders, hypertrophics, 
жаз interpreted, even the relationship of the 
parts to each other. 

We do not know exactly how the story of 
the marriage between the Scythian King and 
the Assyrian Princess turned out ` whether 
the gall bladder of the sacrificial sheep was in 
the correct position or its intestines jerked a 
the right moment. .. but we can assume that 
did indeed receive his Assyrian 
lady in marriage, since he is mentioned as an 
ally of the Assyrian King. The latter may 
perhaps not have been overjoyed at his 
daughter's mösalliane, but it was nevertheless 
























useful to have such a son-in-law, In those days 
100, princesses would hardly have been asked 
whom they wanted to marry, although for a 





lady accustomed to a life of luxury in an 
Assyrian palace, life as companion to a bar- 
barian King cannot always have been easy. 
Агайы the background of these close dyn- 
astic interconnections between Assyrians and 
Scythians, certain historical events and pieces 
of archaeological evidence relating to these 
relationships begin to make sense, Herodotus 
informs stance, that Madyas - appar- 
ently a son of King Partatua - advanced with 

















the Medes, If we accept the idea that Assure 








banipal (669-626 ВС) may have been his 
uncle, we can understand why he was so 
committed. 


Herodotus gives а retrospective description 
of these campaigns long past (I, 103. IV, 1, 
ich in his account appear as one 
y a. According to him 
ythians originally came from the east, 
penetrating the arca north of the Black Sea 
migrants, where they encountered the 
indigenous Cimmerians. The later, fearful of 
the approaching danger and divided as to the 
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best defence strategy, killed their kings whi 
were determined to do battle and Med before 
the Seythians along the Black Sea and 
the Near East. Their р the C 
hans also took the Seythians int 
where they рамей the Caucasus 


Cyaxares managed 10 make a large 
number of them drunk and then murder them. 
1 ned to the north Ponti 
steppes, where they had to do battle with the 
sons of the wives they had left behind these 
sons being the fruit of the women's union with 
their right; we can thus a у slaves during the protracted absence of their 
advanced along the Caspian Sea by the пише husbands. The strong resistance could only be 
leading through Derbent, After the relief of broken, according to the legend, by means of 
Nineveh and their victory over the Medes, “psychological warfare’: forced into а choice 
the Ses berween falling in battle, thus decimating 
controlled 1 ben, or killing off many of 
years, cau and confusion, not 10 their own slaves and leaving themselves in 
mention the tribute they forcibly extracted. short supply, the Scythians are said to have 
But then, continues Herodotus, the Median adopted the tactic of striding towards the 




















































45 Left: Mounted harki 
archers with pointed caps 
rase (Minn 


16 Righi: Depiction of mounted 
Sethian traps on a Mack figure water 
jar in the Vatican Museum {Schanen 





rebellious slaves with whips, thus reminding 
them of their inferior state and pointing out 
to them the uselessness of further revolt 
Historically and archacologically the whip 
has been in evidence right up until recent 
times in the region north of the Black Sea, 
as both weapon and status symbol. Ancient 
portrayals of noble Seythians show the latter 
in relaxed attitude, with a Cossack-type whip 
(nagaica) in their raised hands. This consisted 
ofa short, firm handle bound in gold tape, and 
leather thongs which were probably knotted. 
Wielded skilfully this was an accurate and 
terrible weapon, especially when used against 
the unprotected face of the enemy. Just how 
succesful such whips were against even heav 
ily-armoured knights is shown in an episode 
from the journal of the ‘Master of Ceremonies 











of the Great Gate’ during the Turkish siege of 
Vienna, According to this account, a heavily- 
armoured ‘infidel’ was brought before Kara 





Mustapha, the Turkish commander-in-chiel, 
оп 23 July 1683. He had been taken prisoner 
near Linz by the Crimean Tatar allies wh 
were ‘swift as the wind’, The war journal 
states that he had boasted that по musket 
ball could penetrate his armour, and when. 
this was put to the tes 

Оп being asked by the 
nevertheless taken prisoner by the Tatars, 
especially as he had had the advantage of 
horse and lance, he replied: “They beat me 
about the face and eyes with their whips ший 
they could unseat me and tie me up. 

"The Cossacks still used this weapon in the 
nineteenth century: ‘But a real steppe Cossack 
needs neither musket nor bracket [to hunt 
wolves] but only his well-plai 





























hu). He pursues the wolf with 
ing alongside it for a while he cuts it down 





Cossack could split an enemy's skull with the 
nagaica, and the Kirghizians used it to kill 





y still held the nagaica in their 
hands the inhabitants of the north Pontic 
steppes refused to give in, writes Kohl in the 
first half of the nineteenth century. He goes 
оп: "When these peoples have shot their arrows 
amd bullets and broken their lances, and 
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engage in hand-to-hand fighting, it is the 
nagaicas that are decisive It is not action with 
pistol or sabre that determines the vietor, but 
whip combat. 





“They call that heroism..." 


What the end of a battle was like in Seythi 
times is conveyed by a small work of art from 
the fourth century BC: the famous golden 
comb from the Solocha kurgan (colour plate 
1 








In 1913 the Russian archaeologist N.I 
Veselovski succeeded in uncovering a royal 
Scythian tomb which had not been looted by 
grave-robbers. The Solocha kurgan and its 
riches was reported throughout the world's 








press. This ruler’s burial equipment, even 
today, is still the most impressive known to us 
from the world of horse-riding nomads. ‘The 





‘weapons are magnificently worked in silver 








and gold, as are the numerous eating and 
drinking vessels which were given to the dead 
for use in the next world, Many and various 





are the portrayals of hunting and fighting 
scenes decorating the weapons and bowls, 
Отже шаке и ноа 
weighing 10.4 oz (294) and 4.9in. (12.3cm) 
high, with long, Ban teeth. Tis handle 
depicts a very dramatic and precisely por- 
trayed battle scene involving three 
a rider in the centre, with his adversary before 
him (on the right) who can only continue 
battle on foot — standing between the back 
legs of his badly wounded and fallen horse 
and a third warrior rushing in from the let, 
presumably to help the rider in the middle. 
"This heavily-armoured rider, wearing helmet, 
scale armour, plated shield and greaves, has 
apparently injured his enemy's horse with a 
short spear; it lies bleeding from two wounds 
behind the left shoulder and on the right- 
hand side of the chest ` and it seems from the 
position of the legs that it is not dead but 
jerking on the ground. In spite of his armour 
he shows himself to be an excellent 
holding the reins in his left hand he is pulling 
his horse round to the left on its hindquarters, 
so that it almost has to step on the head of 













































the injured horse lying on the ground. R 











the jerking forelegs ol the fallen horse 
fnid-back cars, wide open rolling eye 


Haring nostrils reflect the drama of the se 





Positively trembling, but with all the 

cations of absolute obedience and ir 

rider, this animal portrays the type ofSeythi: 
с whi 

merge with is 
The rider is 


















huri his k 
ak his shield, He scorns 
protection afforded by his iron-pl. 





his enemy and In 


wearing iton his back so that his ha 
five for battle, From his expression of calm. 
confidence it seems that the аа blow he is 
«ted 
Just 


doubtless aiming at his enemy's ung 
throat area to strike home 
how menacing and unassailable the o 
rider and his steed seem from the perspective 
on the left 5 





is abot 





his enemy is shown i 








ei [ve cola plate D 


Th 
d. 

This is the depiction of the final phase of a 

tle scene. Not only is the particular 

и the магі 








d adversary looming in the back- 









vent shown, but alio the fact 
their 
and 





mo longer have а 





ily the empty bow 
ак at the rid 
ows will have been used up from a distance 








and the bow destroyed or perhaps lost in the 
fray. The 
is the appa 





ly weapon «tll available to him 
ly broken spear, His adversary 

himself with a short dagger 

viously not meant for the long 

daheath at his lefi side 

imably been lost in battle 









his sword has 
Tike his other 
ons. The warrior rushing in from the left 
is an empty quiver at his side. I he 
had a protective helmet it too has gone astray 
The facial expressions of the three warriors 








are all quite different. The rider's face expresses 








H The eleng ode 
тоди bone do hum Inh 


His am 
di 





hatse make it impossible 





a calm assurance of victory and an awareness The central and most outstanding feature 
of his own superiority of weapon, while the of the 
warrior standing over his fallen ho 





representation is the face ol the rider 





v shows (as opposed 10 that uf his adversary), which 
an iron determination not to give in. The сап be seen equally well from both sides. In 
soldier rushing in on foot is completely mess fact it is clear from. the precision of the 


anship that each side of the 





merized by the scene confronting him. works 
Iris interesting to note thar 
without saddles, Considerin 


ib was 








hores are to be visible 












heavily armoured riders, this is prol beside the right 


ent comb lay in the grave 
houlder of the dead man, fis 
omb seems at first obvious, bul 
1 the scene depicted on it would 





motif used to highlight the unusual natur 
ihe scene: riding without a saddle 
ally portrayed only in bunting y hidden by the hand in the action 
The artist has captured the end of an of combing indicates rather that it wax used 
engagement as in a snapshot. The drama of decoratively. This presupposes a headdress on 
the scene and its conclusion would de to which the comb could be fixed. I is however 
have been obvious to anybody м posible that on certain occasions the 
sell heen involved in such a hatile si king wore itin his long haie which may have 
He would have been able (o appreciate the been tied up in a kunt, There is an ancient 
rider's difficulties and the intensity of the fight, | depictio 
and to predict accurately a victory over the similar 











‘of two warriors with such a hairstyle, 
the modern ponytail. The comb, 
ides fixed w this kind of hairstyle, would have 
n been clearly visible from both sides ` a kind 





warrior un fuot, who was doubtless th 
equal in r 
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of ‘crown’, which was presumably the a 
function of this work of art. The Scythians 
жете a people for whom courage and fighting 
ability were the highest ideals and whose kings 
actually did fulfil the role of military leaders. 
‘The test of courage depicted on the comb 
would have corresponded exactly to their 
ideas of personal bravery and valour in battle 
which marked out a Scythian ruler and dis- 
tinguished him in the eyes of his warriors, 
‘Today it is no longer possible to establish 
whether the portrayal on the comb shows ai 
episode from the life of the buried king or one 
is ancestors, There is some lik 






































et, though somewhat 
was found with the body 
iphasis in the Scythian world was 
nd they led spartan lives constantly 
ned by danger ai 
of blood and corpses wa 
killed to protect their possessions 
being killed themselves, Blood ac 
ranked high in ıl 
symbolically, when on the battlefield a w 
would drink the blood of the first 
killed, or practic 
he would bleed hi 
help of its blood. 
поши of a wa 





















had collected. 
depicted om life-size re 
Near East, in which 


practised far beyond this region 
in Central Europe among Celts 
tribes — but we do not 





nd Germanic 








we such vivid 
representations in this case and a 
dependent on written sources and archaco- 
logical finds.) 

Various authors of antiquity report that the 
Scythians 
their enemies and brought them before the 
king. It was not only the loot that was 
apportioned according to the number of 
heads, but also the degree of honour bestowed 
on a warrior at the a At 
this ceremony а large vessel was filled with 
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wine, and poured out by the governor of the 
district (the nomarch) for the warriors who had 
been successful in battle. To have to sit to one 
side in ignominy - having killed no enemies 
was considered by the Scythians to be the 
worse disgrace possible (Herodotus IV, 66). 
A cylindrical gold plate, the top of a head- 
longer survives, appears 
form a handing over of 
heads to the prince or king. 

We also learn that the 5 ıs used the 
tops of their enemies’ skulls as drinking bowls 
These were covered in leather, and also gilded 

rich. "The insult to th 
custom probably wi 
the power of 
лету could be absorbed in this way, It 

Scythian practice to skin the enemy's 
corpse, especially the scalp. The skin was u 

sed, and the warriors would show it off 
) by using it as a towel 

he case of the 
th 
In antiquity scalping was considered so 
typically Scythian that the Greeks invented a 
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20 Depiction of the handing онт f a head, on a gold- 
ornamented cap from а kurgan near Kurdeips (Міт). 
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ih 
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sition jé not arbitrary: the arr 
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individual pictorial programme oi de 

Body- The man from kurgan 2 n 
Iking work ofart with “livin 
since the animals would have appeared 1 














move as.the muscles were flexed, Alter being 
1 filled our considerably 
imal piciu 
which had been engraved and den rubbed 
into he skin with sont, Such 1 

provided a particular incentive dead 
enemy, e, skier bim, tan the skin and make 

ments from it 
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arolagical excavations, meanwhile, have 
also contributed with û series of fi 
nost recent excavations on. the 







bh (see p.170. have uneme 
enp workshop! with several hun 

which had already beeni made ino drinking 
bowls with handles made fium temp 





There is archaeoloigea] evidence u 
tice of scalping in some skull finde showing 
traces of the relevant incisions, The most 









Jinperssive observations, however, were пы 





оп the nee wasting Her Ше se 
kurgan mentioned above, Alter an exa 
Ain af the: иу it was possible to rere 
tme ol rhe dramatic bale ева 
time, The man was already between 50 and 
60 at hîs desi. Three battles 

inllicred ftom different directi 
vray, from behind, indicate that I 
тане in an ambush, killed ат 
Aller iie his own peuple mist 










had been 
sralped. 





have managed to recover the body. ba th 

















idea of the wext world, (he absence 
lack, and the 
concealed by а sealp sewn 












де, Бана: there hus из yet leen nu 
mic examination, we ilo nr know 
tical device involved ihe 





sewing on a ilie man’s own recovered scalp, 


scalp procured from an enemy, 
dal scalp resembling а wig 
A further example al tbe way the steppe 


cis seen їп theskeleton ufa fatally 





‘earls Sarmaciaw! warrior, found in 
f Kraoegorsk (near Orsk). The усон had 


ably taking de head 
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d from the body and had no doubt 
neked off. There were six arrowheads 
dc în he skeleton and their positions 

in on from which they 
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Valve lavishly covered in gold indicate 
iliis was a rich warrior who had died 


wem arrows and then been 
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and а good share of loot for the victor. 
‘The fact that victory alone was the goal to. 
which the Scythians’ every action was geared, 
becomes evident in our final survey of the 
notorious failure of the Persian campaign of 
513 ВС, described above (p.7). The campaign 
was launched against the European Scythians 
under thei 
forces were so impressive that failure seemed. 











absolutely inconceivable, Aier the resounding 





defeat of their army 
predecesor Cyrus the 
ended up as à trophy 
Queen of the Massagetae, Tomyris), Darius 
himself attempted to pacify the northern flank 
of his empire. He was at first victorious over 
the Asian Scythian 

whose successor he chose 
igainst. the 
who drove Darius to despair with their trick 
of tactical retreat ~ supposed to have been a 
Scythian invention, An analysis of Darius's 
campaign as described by Herodotus (Book 
TV) shows that the Seythian action was char- 
acterized by flexibility and a precise ємї 
ation of the enemy’s strength, Furth 
by skilful, cunning evasive action they 
































enemy: N 
ously’, yet 
to any slur on their honou 
were motivated by their code of behaviou 
a high degree of personal courage and self- 
à if it was a question of some 
which closely concerned them. 





the Scythians 








The *man-kille: female all- 
round athletes of antiquity 





Numerous myths and legends grew up aro 
women or bands of women in ancient times, 
who fought either alongside men or alone 
against them. The Greeks called such women 
‘Amazons, and we have the Seythian word for 
them from the region north of the Black Sea; 
Oiarpata. Herodotus informs us (IV, 110) that 
this term derived from the words sior (m. 
and pata (to kill). 

Probably the best known female “troop” of 
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antiquity was the army from the south coast 
of the Black Sea, at whose head Penthesilea, 
Queen of the Amazons (and according to 
legend a daughter of Ares) entered Troy after 
the death of Hector. The Penthesilea myth 
appears in various legends at different times, 
undergoing considerable changes in motif, 
The most detailed source on the subject is 
Quintus of Smyrna, who tells in his poetry of 
the beautiful Penthesilea, fully armed and 
leading her comrades into battle amidst great 
jubilation. He does not, however, omit to 
express his disapproval of such “unseemly 
armour of the young 

мей of helmet, 

wd pelta (shield in the 
Her weapons 
edged axe and two spears; 
scd bow and arrows, her swift horse 
ver. After initial success 
's comrades perish, she hers 





















were sword, doub 
she abo 











to decimate the ranks of the 
Greeks with batle-axe and spear until finally 
ax and Achilles appear on the battlefield, 








Her two throws with the spear are too weak 
to pose a serious threat to the two 
sealed. Derided by Achilles 










с had been reminded of their 
ing and sent back to 
nly the Amazons, 
enjoyed the otherwise 
le activity of riding, and whose limbs and 
courage had been strengthened by constant 
warfare. 
Greek w 


la 
needlework. It м 














xen were excluded from contests 
‚ and even princeses like Cyniska 
and Belistiche, who were named in the list of 
victors, were in reality merely the owners of 
the teams of horses, not their drivers, Cyniska. 
was nevertheless the first re i 

horse breeder of antiquity, 
have been parallels in Scythia, especially as the 
‘women’s area of responsibility there involved 
horse rearing even more than it did in Grecee 
The women probably had a considerable 
quota of work to fulfil which demanded phys- 
ical exertion on horseback. They were also 











entrusted with the safety of the herds and 
protection of the pasturelands when the men- 
folk were at war, wounded or dead. It is 
therefore not surprising to find descriptions of 
women who could defend themselves from 
attack, and of professional female warriors. 
Such accounts have long been relegated to 
the realm of legend, and indeed descriptions 
by ancient authors of the (to them) alien and 
shocking appearance of these warrior women, 
written sometimes with relish and sometimes 
in horror, or with a strong tinge of moral 
disapproval, often seem difficult to believe 
“Archacological and anthropological studies of 
finds in the north Pontic and forest steppes 
have, however, since shown that these stories 
had à solid historical foundation. 












In Book IV of Herodotus we find several 
Amazon stories from Scythia and Sauromatia 
(the Volga region), a country on Seythia's 





eastern border, The author tells in 1 
detail of an Amazon ‘invasion’ of a Scythian 
coast. He describes how shiploads of Amazon 
prisoners of war from Asia Minor overcame 
their Greek guards in the Black Sea and 
eventually found themselves in Lake Macotis 
(the modern Sea of Asov). There the women 
seized horses and embarked upon a life of 
plunder, which soon led to a confrontation 
with the Seythians. During the battle, the 
Seythi the bodies which 
came into their possession that they were 
women. They were so impressed that they 
wanted children from these women, 

decided to avo 
to approach them with 
presumably attractive) warriors were sent to 
win the Amazons; they were to pitch camp 
near them and live a life of plunder and 
hunting just like them. Eventually the camps 
drew nearer, and onc day, around midday, 
when the Amazons had spread out in order 
to relieve themselves, one of the youths suc- 
ceeded in taking advantage of the situation 
with one of the women. ‘The two were only 
able to communicate through signs and 
gestures, but they managed to arrange another 
meeting for the next day, when cach would 
bring a partner with them. Within a short 
time the two camps were united. Eventually 







































the Amazons learnt the Scythian language 
and persuaded their men to demand their 
inheritance and journey with them for a few 
days eastwards, not least because they were 
convinced that they could not live together 
with the Scythian women: 


"We are riders; our business is with the 
bow and the spear, and we know nothing 
of women’s work. But in your country no 
woman has anything to do with such 
things ` your women stay at home in their 
waggons occupied with feminine tasks, and 
never go out to hunt or for any other 
purpose.’ (Herodotus IV, 114). 


‘These ómigrés became, according to legend, 
the founders of the Sauromatian tribe, and as 
the Amazons were never able to master the 
Scythian language adequately, the language 
of the Sauromatians was said to be a corrupt 
version of Scythian. 








er since then the women of the Sauro- 

matae have kept to their old ways, riding 

оп horseback sometimes with, 

iir. menfolk, taking 

part in war and wearing the same sort of 
clothes as men.’ (Herodotus IV, 116) 





“They have a marriage law which forbids 
a girl to marry until she has killed an enemy 
battle; some of their women, unable to 
fulfil this condition, grow old and die in 
spinsterhood.” (Herodotus IV, 117) 


Several women’s graves, whose inventories 
of grave goods include weapons, were 
unearthed as early as the last century during 
the excavations of Count A.A. Bobrinskoi near 
Smela. This excavator was one of the first to 
apply anthropological classification, and he 
Soon recognized that these must be Amazon 
graves. Influenced by Herodotus's account, 
however, and on the basis of an erroneous 
dating of finds, he believed that the women 
he had discovered were Sauromatian. This 
error has now been corrected, and as num- 
crous similar graves have been discovered 
during large-scale excavations in the southern 
Ukraine since the 1950s, itis now accepted 
that Amazon graves are to be found through- 
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oul the steppe region and probably even in 
the Caucasus. 

We shall describe their typical features with 
the help of two particularly clear examples. 
"The oldest known Amazon find is the centre 
burial in mound No. 20 on the Cholodny Yar 
оп the left bank of the Tyasmim. It was 
discovered in a large, round burial ditch 14 ft 
(426m) in diameter, under the remains of a 
timber ceiling. On the centre base of ihe 
ditch lay two skeletons. According to the 
anthropological classification, the fit was 
female and lay supine pointing east/west. At 
its feet and lying on its right side lay a 
(probably) male skeleton of about 18 years of 
age, The relatively rich grave goods are almost 
without exception grouped around the main 
skeleton, The dead woman wore two large 
silver earrings, a necklace of bone and glass 
heads, and а bronze armring on her left arm. 
She had with her a bronze mirror, pottery, a 
lay spindle and Ipod offerings together with 
the usual iron knives. Ar her bead to the lei 
lay two iron lance points, 22in. em) and. 
Ian, (Bem) long, with a smooth rec 
tangular hone underneath them. Он the left 
side of the skeleton lay the remains of a 
brightly painted quiver of wood and leather 
with 47 bronze treble-feathered arrowheads 
and (wo iron knives. Five “pebble missiles” 
were also found near the skull. Next to the 
other skeleton, at the feet he first, only two 
small bronze bells, two ornamental pipes and. 
an iron armring were found, The grave dates 
from the fourth century RC. 

А burial in kurgan 16 of Akkermen’ I, in 
the Rayon Vasilevka, showed that women 
also wore armour, In one catacomb grave, 
just SBR (dm) below the original surface and 
‘untouched by graverobbers, lay the supine 
skeleton of a young woman. Among the 
goods were an armring, pearl necklaces and 
bracelets, bronze mirror, a decorated spindle 
and the usual food offerings. In addi 
the following weapons were found: a quiver 
containing 20 arrows, two lances lying to the 
left of the woman, and two further lances 
plunged into the ground beside each other at 
the grave entrance. There was also à heavy 
fighting belt covered in strips of iron: The 
































Amen um alen 3,3 ha, етп et чай 
their ends were marked wih painted red 
stripes LBin. (Sem) wide, 
grave reinforced for archaeologists the 
vital importance of detailed anthropological 
classification, In the past, graves containing 
weapons, and especially heavy armour, had 
li few exceptions been assumed to be those 

















‘One might perhaps ai first presume that 
these weapons were placed in women's 
graves ~ für some ritual reason unknown 10 
us without having been used by these women 
for hunting or in battle. But clear evidence of 
wounds -severe head injuries from blows and. 
stabs, amd a bent bronze arrowhead still 
embedded in the knee contradicts this îdea. 

Written sources stress the connection of the 
Amazons of the region north of the Black Sca 











with Sauromatia, the lower Volga region, however, on the western border, where over 
where the number of graves of armed women 40 such graves have so far been discovered, 
is indeed higher than in the Scythian region. there is a group of sirpata who had not 
Statistically, 20 per cent of graves c ly bows and arrows buried with them but 
weapons and harness in the combinations of various weapons: lances and 
are those of women. This is a considerable spears, swords, daggers and pebbles (possibly 
terest shown for slings), also the metal-plated belts men- 
ned above for the protection of the loins. 

and varied arsenal of 

















proportion, and explains th 
їп Sauromatia by the authors of antiquity. By 
far the most common weapon in the female 
bow and arrow. In Scythia, weapons indicate 









a mastery of the different 





graves here is u 


@ Lali Central burial in kurgan 20 on the Teen 
Yar (Жияд). 


1 Tuo iom lances 

2 Fighting belt covered 
ih iron strips 

3 Quiser with arra 

Y Woden tray ieith 
atle bones (food 
afines) 

3 Гит knife with bone 
handle 

6 Necklace of glas 
ens, and bronze 
mirror wäh ein 
handle (under the 
back) 

7 Bronze and silver 
тилд, and pearl 
bracelet 

B Tuo lanes with ion 
bases 

9 Neailetype object of 
жө and iron 

10 Тие lane 
embedded nest te cath 
other 

11 Wooden ladie 

12 Woden seve, and 
load spindle 
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martial skills 
Riding, so necessary for hunting and fight- 
ust have been learnt and practised from 
early youth onwards. In addition, there would 
be all-round u ng obstacles, 
changing horses at a gallop, throwing and 
shooting at both fixed and moving targets, 
reckless games and th 















the north Pontic and Caspi: 
and the great di 

trai 

dou 
onwards. 





steppe region 
ances involved. Extensive 
in the use of vario 












vo а requirement fi 

Technical proficiency and exp 
handling of thcir weapons must have be 
supreme importance to the Amazons, whos 
physical strength was of course inferior to that 
of men, It is presumably no co 
the bow and arrow was their 
being found in лоп gr 
and arrow compensated best for the weaker 
muscle power of the women, which rem: 
inferior even when they had expe 
intensive ig thro 
sports and hunting activities. As far 
are concerned the possibilities of 
and javelin are limited from the outset, as th 
usually unfavourable angle of the arm bones 
allows a less effective transmission of ste 
than is the case with men. Of vi 
to the Amazons were stamina, strength, sw 
ness, skill and agility, all of which had to be 
acquired, men, through specifi 
and constant training, It is therefore not 
surprising to find weapons even in the 
of young girls. Hunting and fighting required 
an ability to react swifily, and the bow as 
primary weapon demanded calm. 

ration which was not easily diverted 

Battles were fought on horsebac 
stirrups, so absolute control of the 
all situati 


















































s was necessary, together with 
good co-ordination of eye, arm and breathing. 
An accurate sense of distance and excellent 
timing were also of paramount impor 
Because their physical tra 
varied, the physique of these fighting women. 
would in no way have resembled that of 
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‘manish’ women sometimes produced. 
tensive training for one par- 
ticular competitive sport, We should presum- 
ably imagine them as being muscular but not 
heavy, as stamina and agility arc adversely 
affected by weight. Their diet of mainly meat 
nd their physical dexterity would probably 
hey resembled rather the pre 
type of all-round athle 
ider 














6 Depiction of an Am 
cadet da Odessa Mason 


on on а red-figure perfume. 
Sokol) she is evidently 


6 Episodes from everyday 


Scythian life 





A trader's unfortunate fate 


‘Sometime towards the end of the fifth ce 
BC, а young man did n na trading 
voyage 

sized in а 
valuable cargo - a 
plated bronze vessels © sa 
man perished. The river-bed 
shifted, and the body was co 



































discovered the 
near the village of Pett 
district of Zolot 
They found the boa 








from the trunk of a single 
the dead boatman show 
man of the Mediterra 





magnificent Greek gold-pl 

which today are kept 

of the Cave Monastery 
Unfortunately, 

the young man 

the anthropolo 





departure po 
from the north Pontic Greek towns, however, 
he could hardly have made the long voyage 
alone. He may have had a companion, whe 
was able to save himself. But in that case th 
valuable cargo would presumably have bee 
salvaged — which would no doubt have been 
possible. If he was indeed alone, he would 
have been a middleman with a representative 

Unfortunately, the excavations 





































The young man may have been set upon, or 
ught in a storm, or perhaps it was merely 
the distribution of the load which 

scd the boat to capsize 











on the tr 
s its extent and 
The boat was simple and 
The site of the find 

500km) from any Greek 
the north of the former 
re buried under 131 f 
ye Kachova reservoir 
tioned earlier, presented, 
vigators of 

es (75km). 
re nevertheless mentioned neither by 
was certainly familiar with 

hy of the ar 





about 311 miles 
town ` lies far 








os, in the tenth 
first to provide any 
ids. Medieval merchants 
this stretch 
cir boats and ships and trans- 
ио over 
he lack of an aces, 
cholars have assumed that the rapids 
rated at the northern edge of thé 
eks. Our trading boa 
nificant indication that this 
assumption is erroneous, Skilful tradesmen 
apparently managed cither to overcome this 
obstacle alone, or to come to a no doubt 
profitable arrangement with Seythian mid- 
diemen. 
What was dear to Scythian hearts is clearly 
shown in the preserved portion of the cargo: 
































rich, in part magnificently decorated Greek 
vessels in what was at the time “traditional” 
style, and fashioned with considerable skill 
They included amphorae, water jugs, dishes 
and buckets, as well as à mixing bowl, all 
evidently intended for wine or wine mixtures. 
This function, together with the size of 
vessels, fits in very well with the Se 
almost proverbial love of wine and wild d 
ing bouts which was notorious throughout 
ancient world, 












Scythian drinking 










Come, my boy, give me u 
Tn one draught it shall be e 
In the jug mix te 





1 would be intoxicated, 
Not gripped in mas 





this evening 
ih our shouts and noisy uproar 
t ounelves as drunk as Sc 
Let's get moderately tipsy 

And our best songs sing with f 


(An 








eon, 3:43, first half of the sixth 
D 








‘That Scythian drinking continued in dh 
grave — at least in 

behind ` is indicated by 
constructed an wi 
15 wine amphorae which 
wine, as shown by a reddis 
inside them. This was freq) 
wine imported from the Gre 
seals and writing on the amphorae show. Th 
women as well as the men were keen devotees 
of Bacchus: wells an 
undance of drinking ves 

in the graves of rich w 





















‘Potent milk’ 


The national di 
"koumiss fe 
milk, Koumiss is the typic 
which owing to its very high v 





ık of the Seythians was 
xl, mildly alcoholic mare's 
nomad drink 











especially vitamin C) provided a vital sup- 

plement to the Scythians otherwise unrelieved. 

diet of meat ects of koumiss range 
ing of the 

of the blood formation to 

ic acid, and are still appre- 












regulation of gas 
ciated today 
Withelm von Rubruk, a Franciscan monk 
by the Pope to the Mongols in 1253, 
the revulsion and distaste 
which he felt on tasting koumiss for the first 
time. After long years of journeying he was, 
is return, given a farewell audience with 


















should have preferred had 
ered it, writes the disappointed 
vlicating that it is also 


1 been 
Rubruk, thus clearly 





posible for a central European palate to 
acquire th 





en in the ВАВ century 
n Hesychios of Alex- 


In his d 
AD the Greek grat 
andria gives the word ‘hemp’ a synon 
vhi е, The 
ng here to a well-known ері- 
Herodotus. 

pressive account of 
|, Herodotus describes an activity 
ticularly effec 














Afer his 
royal buri 










the 
in the 
(o these. 
they throw hemp seeds, which they cultivate 





themselves, and inhale the smoke, Presumably 
the heat inside the little tents caused the 

ants 10 sweat, which Herodotus (or 
w found particularly noteworthy. 
his account reveals that the ‘Father of 
History” had never smoked pot himself: his 
interpretation of events would otherwise have 
seemed less naive. The fact that the Seythians 
“howled with pleasure” would not have been 
attributed by him to their enjoyment of the 
wapour-bath': he would have realized that 
they were simply high. 
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Ever since whole sets wf. hemp-inhaling 
equipment were fund in the frozen tombs of 
е Altai, proving Herodotus’s formation. 
raw: Mis account has not been 
questioned. Evidence was rund there of a 
culture directly related to that of the Scythians 
lai Seyıhlans'); it corresponds down ro the 
last detail to the ancient descr 

Tenis approximately 401.20 

























at the top, which could be erceted qu 
and easily; finely decorated felt or fother rags 
lû enver the frames Monze addons which 
contained the 
heat cracks. o 
scorching, the 
Wach boum with birch bark, 

A eather bag Mei with 
more seeds among the stones, some. 
hired, lead us to conclude diat the 
vessels were actually smmuldering when. 
mourners Leth de los, so tha Ше A 
oner behiad wreathed in hemp smoke. 
sides hemp. seeds ¡combi sation). seeds 
ol metifor mdi indicate further use of 
intoxicants. 

‘The question af course arises as tn whether 
this practice had a purely ritual purpo 
whether it was an everyday pleasure 
by the Seythians. The ingenious interpre 
‘hat ouly priests indulged in ashi 
during сап no longer be 

ions, Since 
in was larly a matter of course for hoth 
men and women w be buried equipped with 
working apparatus for hemp-inb; 
nins et this imors 
deliberately for non-religious purposes. The 
inhaling of havbish pure hemp seeds at 
that! win its manifold elfeets such as time 
distortion and the dead 
amongst other things. 
substance (0 take dung preparations kr 
Dale 

We kuow from written 
Thracian, from the 
west of губа, went imo battle 
influence tren, A пейилиў ribe 
om the eastern border die sake haumasarza 

hauma-drinking Sakas: — probably used 
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IT 


ales ant from thè Paz yel kone 


Пу agarie sediment which may have had 
intoxicating effects similar de frenzy of the 
berserker, Reporis nf hempsgrowing came 
from Sethia sc, and we know of miniature 
tents found in the Altai, complete with the 
necessary burning equipment, his clear (hat 
the modern stigma attached 10 drug-taking 
did cot apply im antiquity, and their use 
Ier battle (similar to that of the late 
enen" may have played an important 
role, possibly even contributing to victory 














Scythian ‘minstrels? 


The Seythiansand theienorther 
the Androphagi, Melanchlaeni and Armas 
pins, played flutes made from. 
vulture bones, m we Мим 

‚finds have: 
this: we have at least one de 





ly neighbours, 























accounts. Archaevlogi 





67 Bearded Seibian playing th bro on a headband 
Aen the kurgan d rhel (from a еен by 
det 





menn show 


st, Present-day Bulgar 
the tone of fates 
the bones of birds of prey is of a pa 
quality gentle but rich and mtem ofthe Magali 
Their According tu literary so 
wever, There are several represen made бот 
Scythiam playing Iyres, among which is a 
depiction from the fourth century BC on a 
broad gold-loil headband. I is a festive scene 
‘with a woman sitting in гетир 
and various otber figures arranged um her 
fight and lef On her left a music 
kneeling with a lyre. С. Strauss, who 
vd into the musical instruments of 
i horse-riding nomads, has discovered 
striking similarities tu later Germanie Iyres of 
the sixth and seventh centuries AD that w 
know from the singer's tomb! in Colo 
{kom Oberflacht in Würtemberg 
To all appearances we have 
player who is playing for a festive occasion at 
court. The fingers of his lefi hand are playing 
оп the strings, ur al least touching them, His 
face has a soulful expresion calculated by experts, is one uf Ше most 
italy immersed im his instrument, The impressive things about the carpet. Tt has a 
slightly parted lips may possibly ev oven, consisting nf 
that the singer is performing a Seythian equi Turkish kind. Frum 

















sees, plecirums 
honves were used, and it is 
in future excavations 
















ustruments 


ves despite the ben tha 



























the fars? (yet culturally closely 
Altai reveals an interesting pastime 
habitants of the steppe, It is а muli 
coloured carpet 6 6.6 L0 2 m) in size 
e a lyre is discovery caused а considerable stir, not 

ı to its early date (fifth century n 
у because of the quality of the hand- 
The amonit of work involved, as 
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valeolatibus Базі on de dai 





mora he OF particular interest P Mie wide vam 
most ЬШ weaver I hand. Since the original iy damaged at one. 
анла), this carpet rust have raken about 300 
working days ro complete. The colours used. а 
range from dark red, orange and bright vel 
Uhrowgh blue and green to black and whit 
The pattern corresponds o that of orent 
carpets, having а Jarge cen 

five surrounding: bands 





annot he certain whether 15 men 
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resemblance to the “Persepolis ponies’ - 





and saddle-cloths and their manes have been 
clipped to stand rigid. Their tails have been 
knotted and their head-hair plumed. The 
saddle-cloths are particularly attractive; they 
are clearly differentiated by colour and design 


as if the animals were from several stud farms 
the riders from competing clubs. 
A significant observation has been made by 






have a parallel, though of a different 

in the rider frieze. These probably 

marked the point where the game began. 
We know of richly inlaid game boards from 








00,60 Gaming carpet” 
fon the Sth Раб 
kurgan (left) and details 
of the riders depicted 
(Зита and Rudenko) 







the famous shaft graves of Ur (Mesopotami 
dating from the third millennium BC. They 
were to provide amusement for the dead in 
the next world, and were decorated with what 
were clearly allegorical animal depictions. 
Although the finds in Ur also include the 
pieces used in the games, we know nothing of 
the rules. The same applies to the “gaming 
carpet’ from the Pazyryk kurgan. We have no 
idea how the game started or whether they 
played with dice or with small bones taken 
from sheeps ankle-joints, popular objects 
resembling polished ivory which are found in 
many graves, We do not know how the game 
was won or lost, or whether only one game 
could be played on the carpet or several (as 
‘draughts and chess can be played on the same 
board today). At all events this ‘gaming board" 
was extremely practical and could also be 
used as a floor covering, wall hans 
blanket, as well as being easily transportable 
‘on horseback, 














rsh steppe 
round the 










schnaps — would provide the 
warmth. It may be that the atmosphere was 
mot always so idyllic, that sometimes 
players sitting round the carpet (possibly 
ucluding women) would be carried away in 
the heat of the game, and gamble away a 
particularly spirited horse, a beautiful woman 
taken prisoner in war or even everything they 
possessed (as Tacitus so vividly reports of the 
Germanic tribes) 




















Buskashi in antiquity? 


We have litle information concerning Scyth- 
ian games and sport. In addition to wrestling 
and probably boxing matches, contests in 
various weapon skills would ensure that the 
warriors were physically fit for the campaigns 
ahead. The riding contests would presumably 
have played a central role, with their testing 
of various skills which today are only seen — 
at all — in the circus arena or as display 
interludes at riding events. Such skills would 











sm 





include standing on a galloping horse, jump- 
ing over several animals, changing riders at 
full speed, lassoing games and much else 
besides. 

A Scythian national sport of particular 
interest was the spearing of hares from horse- 
back. It is known to us through pictorial 
representation and from written sources. The 
rules were simple: the riders tried to kill the 
hare at full gallop with a lance or short spear. 
“To make it more difficult they used very short 
ог even broken off lances, which were perhaps 
hurled - the depictions leave this last question 
‘open. At all events this hunting sport required 
of the horse the skills of a hunting dog, and 
great determination on the part of the rider 
in holding on to his prey which the other 
riders would probably try to wrest from him. 
The Scythians were so fond of this sport that 
they would drop everything else in order to 
indulge in it, as an episode from Herodotus's 
Book ТУ illustrates with unintended humour. 
Herodotus writes that during the Persian 
invasion under Darius (513/12 BC) after much 

ng and froing there was finally а battle 
i shortly before the 
„ hare suddenly ran 
through the rows of Scythians under their 
King, Idanthyrsus, and the warriors began to 
chase it, causing the Scythian ranks to break. 
Weare told that Darius, who had been longing 
for a pitched battle in order to end the 
unsuccessful and difficult campaign without 
too much loss of face, asked in surprise what 
was causing the commotion on the other side. 
‘On being told the reason, he is said to have 
felt so deeply humiliated at not being taken 
seriously and so demoralized by the uncon- 
ccaled self-assurance of the Scythians that he 
ordered his army to retreat. 

r with the horse-riding 
steppes knows the passion 
and enthusiasm with which they are practised 
‘even today. Galloping along on the hunt the 
riders become oblivious to their surroundings, 
the masses of horses are practically on top of 
fone another, the drumming of the hooves is 
all-pervading, and the body of the animal 
they have been chasing is finally so mutilated 
that it is dificult to tell who has actually won. 
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7 Animal husbandry, household and 


settlement 





Composition of the herds 


The rhythm of Hifein the va 
was determined by the huge herds, filling 
the air with their noises, The lives of the 
inhabitants of the steppes 
these animals: they had to be looked 
and provided for, Nomadic dep 
livestock meant that huge areas of pastur 
were required, in order to avoid overgrazing 
and ove 

destruction of the turf. Rig 
century therefore, it was a 
nomads were to seti 

over to а more ‘civilized? life. In the sp 
when the steppe was covered in lush g 


Scythian steppes 
























no difficulty 
scorching sun h 
brown patches, the provision 
water bee т of life and de. 
requiring organization and security of pro- 
petty, failing which they had u 

ture by force. 











‘Theories concerning st 
and wild animals in Seythian 
supported by a large quantity o 
which have beer thed 
excavations and scientifically analysed. Fore- 
most in this field are V.I. Calkins and his 
group, whose scholarly works provide fanda- 
mental analyses, with pres 

interpretation of the material. C 
major study, in 1960, was already based on 




















an examination of 320,000 bones of 12,500 
animals from the Seythian region of the 
steppes. 

Livestock-rearing in the region north of the 


100 


























Black Sea reached a very high standard in the 
Tate Bronze Age. The tribes of the late Bronze 
Age, including the Cimmerians, the prede- 





cessors of the Scythians, bred cattle, sheep, 
goats, pigs and 
also knew of camels, although these were 
nificance 10 them, The 
Age brought with it no new animal 
part from the domestic cat and the 
donkey, which appeared during the course of 
cek colonization on the coastal strip of 
Black Sea. The proportion of one species 
to anoth 





















composition of the herds in 
periods show quite differing emphases 
nium BC а change in the 
ed animals can be observed 
species: the. 
d horses for 
in the height of the. 
withers, no mean amount considering d 
s in Scythian times were already 
13in. (109 ет), bulls 4 
48in. (125cm) in wit 
ıs for this gradual reduc 
ear and are still being 
lar process to that in 
pe as a whole can be discerned, which is 
characterized by a continuous decrease in the 
size of domesticated species since neolithic 
This development was intensified in 
in the carly Tron Age but did 































times. 











times there has bee 
the growth rate, Whether the reasons for the 
decrease in size lay in the way the animals 
kept and fed, or whether it was caused 
by a radical worsening of the climate and 









the same time a change in the kind of 
als kept can be clearly observed. The 
predominance of cattle still evident in ihe 
Bronze Age was replaced in Scythian times 
by that of sheep, while the horse became 
increasingly important — unmistakable fca- 
tures of the nomadic life style. The keeping of 
pigs was confined to the f 
and thus to the areas inh: 
settled tribes. 
zoological eviden 

























Pal; 
support toan assertion of Herodotus which has 








edulity and the suspic 
Hi his leg 
pulled by foreigners in distant countries. In 
Book 1V, 29, Herodotus states that the Scyth- 
ian caule had no 
he attributed to the exin 





region north of the Black Se 
indeed predominantly hornless or very short- 
horned. It is noticeable. breeds 
only appe 
















in the east. 


Red horses, golden riders 









in many different ways, but also the milk 
from which butter, cheese and in particular 
koumiss, were produced, Furthermore the 
horse was used for riding and as 
burden, and directed by a skilful ri 
and kick could even beco 
battle. There are numerous accounts of the 
close attachment of the Scythians to ih 
horses — and also of the horses to them. 
As far as we can tell from depict 
the fifth to the third century ВС, t 
preferred to ride stallions. Pliny does however 
mention later, in his Natural History (8, 165, 
that they favoured mares in battle, as they 




































h that 
a more complicated affair. Pliny’s 
remark brings to mind the famous fighting 
‘Arabs, Strabo (VII, 4,8) informs 
iat the stallions were castrated 
“gener” since the 
1 says, but very fast and 
icd. This may have contributed signifi 
ly to the orderliness and docility of the 
preference for stallions evident 
ons, at least as steeds for the 
red “equality” 
тей vital in 
on even today. 
с for stallions is understand: 
pattern of an 
rated can 
impressively under а good rider, The 
х riding without stirrups and with 
saddle-cloths, their legs 
ns picture in which man and 
Single whole. 
yy peoples of antiquity and medie 
ди up to the modern age, chose 
their young stallions and so 


























beast merge 
Ma 









the rider. Only 
ation with its denseness of settlement 
traffic, and the destruction of the inher 
nent, has created the modern 








10 the appear- 
ır and other features 
Of Scythian Мека has been derived roe 
archaeological material, Compared with pre- 
sent-day crosbreeds they were small and 
slight im build. According to finds so far 
discovered the largest horses had a withers 
height of between 58.3 and 59in. (148 and 
150¢m), occasionally between 59 and 63in. 
150 and 16Dcm). Nevertheless they were 
among the largest horses of the time and were 
far above the average height of Celtic and 
Germanic horses. From the present-day point 
of view their size corresponds to pure 























Arab horses, which the finest among them 
resembled. Since according to ancient 
the Scythian breeders were аһ 
the device of controlled ince 








familiar with 








particularly fine mares with their stallion 
sons) this parallel is noc surprising. The high 
standard. of Seythian horse-breedin 
demonstrated by an incident which occurred 
alter the devastating military defeat of the old 
Scythian King, Atcas, at the hands of Philip 
TI of Macedonia in 339 нє. Philip, fa 
Alexander the Great, is said to have chosen 
20,000 thoroughbred mares from th 
Macedonia 















spoils, 
in order to improve the stock 
horses, He had overreached him: 
Tor on the march back th 
taken from him by rec 
According to archaeological finds, 
were at least three different breeds of h 
European Scythia, of which the working h 





huge herd was 
ut tribes 

















and the well-trained 





oughbred figh 








This is the showpiece from an excavation 









horily after the middle of rhe nineteenth 
ury in the royal burial mound of Certom- 
lyk the largest ofall Scythian burial mounds 








70cm) high silver vessel was 
The 
ora, in part thickly gilded, has a sculp- 


tured frieze round its top half, of extraordin- 


covered in the Queen's chamber 
mpl 


ийу vivid individually moulded figures in 
Jicf which had 


showing the Scythians involved in various 








en later welded on, 


activities with their horses, This magnificent 





sieves had been fitted into the three spouts in 


the shape of animal heads at the bottom and 


imo the neck at the top. Furthermore, not only 





was this voel 





und near the sarcophagus, 
but а whole wine supply together with the 
acrificed cup-bearer was also found. 

The individual motili of this frieze aye 


breaking in, 


training, and catching 
pasture. In the centre 





people are trying 10 





wing Ji 


га 





train a home to kneel down. Unfortunately 
only traces remain of the ropes (in the form. 
of small silver chains) which they held in 
their hands, This particular training was very 
important in baule, as kneeling on command 
could mean the difference between life and 
death for a fallen and heavily-armed warrior, 
relatively immobile on foot, who 








time getting swiftly back on 
stirrups bein 


eh 
inknown at the time. 
jortant motif is even part of the decoration 
оп a royal golden neck ring, whose end figures 
are Seythians seated on their kneeling horses. 
Training horses to knecl down was a custom 
peculiar to the nomadic peoples and 
practised among the Greeks. If it had be 
Xenophon would not have left us such exquis- 
ite instructions on the mounting of a horse 
by clutching the mane or using the lance in 





















a kind of pole-vault in order to catapult oneself 
into the saddle. He lays particular emphasis 
‘on "posture The ancient author warns that 
the rider might otherwise present an “indecent 

from behind [since trousers were 
unknown to the Greeks). 

Bukephalos too, the famous Thessalian 
fighting horse of Alexander the Great, who is 
said to have mastered the skill of kneeling 
down, probably had in his youth a similar 
training to the Certomlyk horses. The small 
bone-carving illustrated here, with a Scythian 
‘obviously having been dragged to the ground, 
shows that the training and harnessing of these 
seli-willed animals did not always proceed 
smoothly. 

On the left of the central scene on the 
yk amphora, an older Scythian is 

 bridled stallion to 









































78 Caring on an ivory plague from the Kuf-Oba 
kurgan (бло). 


bend its leg slowly; this probably enabled the 
rider to mount the horse in a particularly 
elegant way, The Scythian on the far right, 
on the other hand, is tying his horse's fro 
legs together, leaving it to pasture with saddle- 
strap unfastened. This last a 
the others in the infe 
the relative ungainliness of 
reminiscent of a wild horse of the Tarpan or 
Przewalski type, and probably represents the 
riding beast of the common people. 

The Seythian horses were kept 
which might be described as 
farms’, Even as late asthe 

























76. The tuw ends of the gold nck ring from the Kul- 
Oba kurgan (Antiquités du Bosphore Cimmerien). 


77 Pier on Ше siler amples 
(Dreenasó Gerodtosi SER). 


this kind of horse-rearing was usual in the 
southern part of the Russian Empire. It was 
only in winter that the animals were put into 
pens or stables; for long periods during the 
rest of the year they were left either in the 
charge of their herdsmen, the labunchits, or to 
themselves. In the nineteenth century, such a 
herd or tabun usually consisted of a thousand 
horses, of which between 15 and 20 were 
stallions, 400 to 500 were breeding mares and 
between 500 and 600 were foals and geldings. 
Truly, the soul of such а herdsman must 
be as tough as leather! He is clothed from head 
to foot in it as well, was Kohl's description of 
e last ‘Scythians’ in 1841. Great skill and 
erience were necessary to keep such a herd 
together, and he adds the following remarks 
n the day's work of a tabunchik; 




















[he restless temperament of the animals 
his charge allows him not a moments 
peace. The thousand horses in his abun 
do not keep together like a regiment of 
dragoons, and in order to signal to them 
his commands he has to ride in front of his 
ranks more often every day than an adjutant 
battle. He lives day and night on his 
hone, which is not only hi 
is table, 


















Anyone wanting a vivid impresion of 
Scythian horses will find the descriptions of 
iese tabun horses very useful, We read, for 
of their skilful fights against steppe 
‘which they ‘stamped level with the 
‚and of the "personalities ofthe leader 
with their fully developed natural 
teristics. A description of the difficulties 
when two en met, conjures up 
п atmosphere which can without doubt be 
transposed. back into Scythian times: 











“They shake their flowing manes, and their 
hooves of horn clash together in the air 
like shields. At the same time they emit 
whistling, shrieking and roaring noises such 
as we have never experienced coming from 
‘our own well-tamed horses and which might 
be compared to the howling of wild a 
rather than to the neighi 




















ин 


Throughout the whole of the Scyt 
Sakan region, as far as the Altai, there was a 
preference for reddish-brown horses. Only 
bays or chestnuts were used for riding, and 
animals with white markings were rejected. 
"This may have been for prac 
the hoof horn of horses 
sill held today to be more fragile, 
important factor at horseshoe 
‘was unknown and especially in areas of rough 
terrain. The particular preference for reddish- 
coloured (‘flame-coloured”) horses among the 
nt peoples of the steppe belt as far as 
is seen by many authors as cor 
coincidence 
the sun, 
The “horse m 
kurgans in the Altai have yi 
able amount of information; ev 
of the stomachs with the rem 
















































оп its eastern borders are rough, 
regions which for many reasons would hav 
been extre 

The well-developed hors 
kurgans must therefor 
This also explains the hi 
they were held. The investig: 








oldest 
they 
and placed i 


us bordering the Altai о 
which had always been the natural 
famous breeds of horses. The nearest parallel 
to the Pazyryk horses in type may th 

seen in the horses of the Achal-Tekke regi 














of one single bur 
(kurgan 1), and illustrate the ext 
material wealth represented by such burial 
offerings, which have for the most part sur- 
vived only as int-looking bone 





Thr орайлы of the Менен заа 








corresponded to the wealth and nobility of 
the rider. The brow and the area of the horse's 
d between the brow and the nose, the 
check straps, blinkers, and any of the cros- 
strapson the bridle part ofthe halter including 
the reins could be decorated with gold, On 
the basis of finds unearthed so far, it seems 
that few riders, perhaps only those of the 
highest social ranks, were entitled to ride with 
а saddle decorated with gold. In addition to 
the gleam of the gold ornamentation and the 
warm yellow and red of the horses’ coats, 
there were brightly painted saddles, leather 
trappings decorated with embroidery and 
appliqué, boars’ tusks pierced through and 
similar amulets, bells, half-moons and 
nents together with the scalps of 
hed foes fixed to the leather trappings 
tails were carefully 
dressed, and in order to remove any obstacle 
using the Dow the manes we 



























The rich warriors on th 
ing gold clo 
we presented an impressive pic- 
ight of the steppe. 
sed horses doubtless also 
‘Valhalla’ 

Middle Ages it was part of 
ry strategy ofthe nomads who reared 
drive part of their herds into 

y at the outbreak of hostilities 
as а gesture of mockery and contempt — and 
to det them pasture there and drink the 
The attacking Polovei for 
‘eleventh and twelfth centuries, 














As la 





















to the inhabit- 
h 
have appeared 
feeding’ siege encircling the city. The 
waggom and felt tents of the Polovci then 
sext step in the escalation, An 

episode from Frontinus's treatise on militar 
rocedures were simi- 











Seythian tribes and put an end to hostilities 


Cultivated plants 





Whereas livestock-breeding was prevalent 
the southern region of the steppe, agriculture. 
and horticulture were well developed i 
forest steppe to the north. Condit 
were favourable for thi 
lies in the zone of m 
fertile soil consisting of va 
earth, Bec: 
had ancient begi 
far back as the fou 
importam means of subsistence. 

Recent pollen analysis suggests that the 
forest steppe was already forming 
lithie times, It was appa 
the steppe advancing 
of an extension south 
the transition from the second to the first 

















deterioration 
In Scythian times the forest steppe 
steppe comprised a si 
forest steppe was the home of the agri 
eythians, and of related tribes assumed to 
be of different ethnic origin who had been 
conquered by the invading nomads. Through 
them the forest steppe became the ‘granary 
of the nomad princes, who as trade magnates 
were the economic exploiters of the corn trade 
with Greece, no doubt the source of the 
enormous riches which filled the tombs of the 






















can be 
ofthe cultura 


background to this proces still presents a 


scientific problem which makes it impossible 
for us to establish the northern boundary 





по 
















‘of the Slavs, although this hypothesis is today 
held to be highly improbable. 

‘There is evidence of an abundance of culti- 
vated plants in Seythian times, As well as 
several wellcultivated types of wheat, they 
grew barley, mille, rye and seed oats, possibly 
also buckwheat, of which there are indications 
not yet fully substantiated. In addition there 
жаз a considerable number of pulses such as 
peas, lentils, sweet peas, beans amd broad 
beans, and also rape, flax and hemp. Huge 
mases of weeds grew amongst the culivated 

v wheat varieties proved on analysis 
to be of such high quality that the extensive 
wheat exports 
stood. On 






























ace from 





hors have 

for the radish, although 
ng. In recent years 

red pips of apples and cherries 

verify their cultivation; drying ovens for fruit 
a kind 

use today 

were gathered d scythes were used 

to reap the harvest, which was kept in large 
pits in the settlemen 

A completely unexpected source of infor- 

mation on palacolithie plant cultivation is 































found in clay models of pulses and corn 
discovered on sacrificial sites jdderable 
numbers in modern forest steppe excavations 





exact ‘copies’ of wheat, barley, rye 
chick-peas, as well as sweet peas and mille 
These places of sacrifice were айат» for burn= 
ing, carefully formed out of 

layers of ash and a 








the edges, or at least in the 
ity, there are often artisan or 
agricultural and herding deposits in the form 
‘of implements and semi-finished products or 
the clay ‘grain’ mentioned above, together 
with a large number of small animal figuri 
When the clay со ds were analysed 

results, 





















which proved under the microscope to be 
caused by structural differences in the manu- 
facturing material. The basic material for the 
models was always clay, but flour from the 
appropriate cereal was abo added. Since Hour 
could be only coarsely ground wi 
grinders of th husi 
cereals can still clearly be seen. 
graphic enlargements, making id 
There is as yet no expl 
‘cereal cult. They were certainly not trying 
10 deceive the gody with their imitations: 
is belied by the amount of work involved 








aion for 






















the unusual care with which the models were 
fashioned and which indicates that there was 
actually а стай for the production of "devo- 
tional objects. Artificial cereal grains and 
animal figurines probably constituted. only 

fi which the 











part of the products of this c 
offered up to gain 
ring cult activities and processions, Tt 
hope lor a good harvest 
‘or other aspects of fertility played a part here. 








D Vir) the household niche inthe Capra egi Ваа) 
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Bü Gald and ice drinking vessels in the Aerer in the (ушата йи, 





‘The Scythian kitchen 


Animal bones and other kitchen refuse. 
household sections and kitchen alcoves in the 
tombs provide a fairly. precise id 
Scythian menu aud indicate а love 
and drink in abundance 
the interior ul a Seythi 
example of the kitchen 
manova burial mound, 
intact, Bronze cauldrons of diller 
immediately noticeable. "These are 

















typical and were intended for meat portions 
OF considerable size. Their capacity up lo 
31 gallons (140 litres) — was large enough for 
а whole butchered foal would he 
cooked in smaller cauldn 
mogila also contained а portable bn 
with two. handles, whose eyli 

‘hase could be placed on redi 





















rical hollow 













now a unique find. We ca 
practical and manageable 
steppe oven: in the cold. 


warmth and at the same. 
for frying, roasting or boil 
up smaller portions. On its grill pl 
iron rods with movable. h 

forerunners of our gridiron 





da a wafle iron was pro 
fried pastries: 


C 


es on wheels 





In Scythia anyone possessing only one кардон 
was considered poor. The owner was called 
an Wirion after the legs af his two 
horses, A rich Seythian owned about 80 such 
amen 












parks of the medie 

Large numbers of wagons 
in Seythian tombs, no doubt for the purpose 
of transporting the dead into the next world 
So far those found had almost always been 
dlismaniled, which was probably because of 
ideas of the dead reawakening and fears 
of consequent disaster 
processing of the many finds le 
be desired; but we do have and 
























h convey an idea of 
The 


and clay models whi 
nomadic travelling and 





like the toy cars of today. 
‘The illustrations show waggons of varying 


toys 


design. Large sections o 
lation would travel in the warmer seas 
‘one pasture to another on conveyances о 
or similar kind, as verified repeatedly in 
written sources: 












+... people who have built neither 


mor walls, who. 
them and are 
оп horseback, dependent for food not on 
agriculture but on livestock-breeding and 
whose homes are their waggons how could 
such a people not be invincible and difficult 
to corner! (Herodotus, IV. 46, 

м 


unsettled, 
inf 
















was only possible 
reporters of antiquity 
appalled not only by this caravan life but a 
by the exotic sight the conveyances presented. 
Aeschylus, in his Prometheus Bound, calls them 
'basketwork huts, high up heels, like 
waggons 
А glance at the models illustrated, with 
d a comparison with 
ount for the 
disapproval of the ancient world. Several of 
these waggon types must have been 
combi 
tents. The upper 
then be lifted off when they set up c 
put up as à yurt or tent, as was later the 
practice of the Tatars and Mongols. A waggon 
find from the Pazyryk kurgan No. 
another interests 
with its 8.7 ft (2.65 m} high coachwork, could 
be completely dismantled and thus trans- 
ported on horseback along difficult mountain. 
tracks until the waggon journey could be 
resumed. In Pazyryk a team of four horses 
was placed with the waggon а Rolls Royce 
of the Altai, since as a rule the waggons were 
drawn by teams of oxen. Yoked oxen have a 





















































greater draught capacity than horses, whose 
windpipes are blocked by the brow and neck 
yoke, or rather their throat straps, i they are 
required to pull heavy loads. Since traces 
were unknown in the ancient world and 
consequently horses were also yoked, they 
could not be used for heavy transport even 
though the Seythians tried to solve the prob- 
Jem with an early form of horse collar; we 
assume that horses were only used to pull 
ighter types of waggon. 
The tempo of the oxdrawn waggons 
doubtless synchronized with the grazing speed 
of the herds. M.P. Griaznov, who analysed 
medieval and ethnological parallel examples 
in order to reconstruct the life of ancient 
horse-riding nomads, developed the idea of 
“permanent nomadic existence’ which, with 
certain qualifications, could also apply to 
abia, S precise account of 
Rubruk, who 
in the pasture areas 








































dson Batu Khan, whose herds at that 
time grazed on the eastern banks of the Volga, 
Griaznov examined the grazing rotation. He 
calculated that the distance covered would 
not less than 3 miles (5 km) and not 
miles (8 km) a day, amounting |, 
186 miles (300 km) over five weeks, The 
route ran northwards from January to August, 
4 from August onwards in the opposite 

The horde of Sartach, Batu Kh: 
























times the de 
wives travelled with hundreds, some 
several thousand waggons and magnificently 
equipped felt yurts, with all their furnishings. 
These were carefully set up at the places of 
encampment, forming portable ‘palaces’, It is 
no wonder therefore that European travellers 
compared these huge gatherings to cities 
“cities on wheels was Griaznov's apt descrip- 
tion. Constant movement along a precisely 
fixed route has been noted among mam 

nomadic peoples in whose culture caravans 
play an important part, so that such models 
are presumably applicable to the Seythi 

ог at least to sections of the popula 





























mp Depiction of a yurt from the Anthesterins 
discovered as early as 1877. On йе se эшш; hangs a fall 
ассам and quie, ci Ihe long lace leaning nent lo il. 
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Owing 10 archaeological finds re 
settlement and in consideration of climatic 
conditions in the north Pontic steppes, other 

riants of nomadic life have to be tal 
account, especially such forms where wi 
camps and fixed population centres 
importan 

























ian times might have looked. 1 
the house" is sitting facing th 
ready to receive guests, 
nomadic custom later on. 
bowcase hangs in a tn 
leaning next to it. No doubt life in а yurt was 
mot to everybody's taste. From ancien 
up to the Middle Ages, views expressing 
iticism and even revulsion at the steppe 
peoples and their way of life came not only 
{тот the west but also from the cast, from. 
Chinese sources. In the face of military threats 
Irom their northern neighbours, many Chinese 
potentates married off princesses or other 














palace to а world of leather tent 
yuris must hi 


ruler of the Wu 
Wen-chi, married into the Hs 


«felt 
vc seemed exceedingly harsh, 











My food is 

Only meat, 

Кошай» as we 

Must 1 drink. 

ОМ my heart has been burning 
ce E came, 











Constant thought 
A yellow crane 





Would 1 be, 
And swiflly fly back 
To my country 





Thus mourned Hsi-chun, who had bee 
гей off in 110 iC to K'un Mo, the old 
wn. And the unfortunate. 
u, whose 











ve? 








high-ranking women (together with rich leader she bore two sons, also lamented her 
dowries) to leaders of the horse-riding nomads fate and wished she had never been born, 

in order to secure the latter's good behaviour On the other hand we find examples of 
and loyalty. Mournful letters, indeed whole nomads in completely alien cultural surroun- 





books express in poetic form the sufferings of 
these poor women living in barbarian exile. 
The change from a comfortable Chinese brick 





ne 


and preferring the light and airy 
least in the warmer season. 


ings holding fast 10 their living traditions 
jurts, at 
As evidence 10 








support this, Soviet ethuologists investigating heart of Seyrlan (нигу. dts name appears 
а mislera dien ih Kara-Kalpàk siot far in various forms. and archaeologists are still 
Tom Hh Aral Sea im 1054 discovered de idyll search 





ilustrate] Wels: an entier yurt, erected in a a Dv decades evidence fi 
үндө building, And when ihe fa Mongol ‚lange numbers af fort 
сатте anie s and several large and diverse seule- 
music lis palace, so thar he could stil enjoy ments in Scythia, which are beginning tr 
his accustomed drink vf Кони, as Marco ies or ‘ciyeke 
Polo repos 
















more dian à funder ol 
ч А dsetlements (амил in Russian 
The mysterious el $ m 
the gorndiste ol Be alam алу very complex, 
woal-and-eord ram- 
pointed wooden posis rammed into 
Herald ithe Нем mention о hes round Ve walls indicate Arie 
times, ies à large «иу valle ч. The constructo ol {he 
ишптошфей, he says, by wond М operated through an elaborate 
furlongs long wach way. M hax numerous om, is of particular нетен 
worden altar and is inhabited by the бено ranees, up to 330 (100, wide 
a people uf mixed Greek and Budini blood were filled with stones at the approach of an 
speaking the S 
Persian army 
populare are sal to have abandoned tbe city- 
wbich lll ino thei Bande and was burned 
Чом by the Persians, Later authors of 
an ako tell of his mysterious city i 

















Far inus the Seyihian hinter 











tified seitens 





ess nf the interior, 
higher ground 
1 of an "aeropuliy, the dense 

abundance ol imported 
acologists sce In them great 








ication d an área. 

























8 Fimetina rk à түн blige (H wer the Ara Sow (Zoo) The rid of ane tans 
oF habitation has er froqunly өреп бу Scit cba 
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tribal centres similar to the Celtic oppida in 
the west. 

By far the most impressive fortified settle- 
ment in the forest steppe is the goraditie of 
elk, which for some years has been the 
subject of intensive investigation by a team 
from the University of Kharkov. It will 
certainly be decades before the necessary 
research is completed, but interim reports 
have already been published by B.N. Sramko, 
the director of the operation. The scale of the 
site is astonishing, The ramparts are 20.5 miles 
(33km) in length, and in the form of an 
irregular triangle they enclose a plateau par- 
titioned by stream courses and loess channels, 

i three separate forts into one huge 
whole which has an area of approximately 
4000 hectares. Two fo à 
ramparts, with areas of 

the west and the cast of the 
controlling wide river valleys 





























north-eastern side, 
extension which was probably 
protect an ancient harbour on the river Vor- 
skla, The oldest building phase of the whole 
enclosure has so far been traced back to 
seventh or sixth cen 
the third century ВС 
scems to have taken place during 
building phase, when, for instance, the ram- 
parts surrounding the cast fort reached a width 
‘of a good 59 fi (18 m) and were surm 
а wooden wall at least 23ft (7m) 
ditch around it is 20f (6m) wide and deep. 
So far the amount of labour involved has only 
been calculated for the west fort: 11 million 
(human) working days 

‘Various types of dwelling, some built above 
ground with am area of roughly 1809sq f 
(120 акн), some constructed in pits under- 
ground, characterize the inner building area 
of both the east and west forts, suggesting that 
there was a settled population. Pottery ovens, 
foundries and the like testify to a flourishing 
стай industry. Agriculture and livestock- 
rearing were well developed, and there 
is also evidence of horticultural activity. 
The contents of the granaries made possible 
the series of scientific observations mentioned 




























above in 
plants. 

Tt was assumed at first that the huge inner 
arca surrounded by ramparts was used merely 
эз protected pasture and as a pen. Meanwhile 
it has been established that at least a further 
nine areas within the inner plateau were 
inhabited - perhaps by tribes who for long 
periods of the year led a nomadic existence, 

Several large cemeteries lie just beyond the 
ramparts. Even today over a thousand burial 
‘mounds can be seen outside the west fort, and 
in the last century there were far more. Places 
of sacrifice, deposits of grain and meat, and 
indications of human sacrifice are among the 
interesting finds, The first discovery ofa‘skull- 
cup workshop! was alo made here 

Šramko believes he has found in Bel'sk the 
ancient settlement of Gelonus, and a number 
of scholars agree with this. Before we can be 
certain cither way, however, we must wait for 
future results from the excavations. 


the section on cultivated 























‘The royal residence in the 
Kamenskoe gorodilte 


In contrast to the forest steppe the steppe 
region to the south of it contains only one 
large site of this kind. This is the goradite of 
Kamenka (Kamenskor gorodite in Russian), а 
large fortified enclosure situated on the left 
bank of the Dnieper opposite Nikopol’, 199 
miles (320km) from the river mouth. The 
steep banks of the Dnieper, and of the Konka 
and the Bol'saya Belozerka which both flow 
into the Dnieper at this point, were cleverly 
exploited in its construction, The ramparts of 
the fort were so conspicuous that they were 
travel accounts as early as the 
sixteenth century. The first archaeological 
finds did not appear until the middle of the last 
century, however, and extensive excavations 
took place between 1937 and 1950 (inter- 
rupted during and immediately after the war), 
although considering the size of the site they 
have been on only a modest scale. 
The Kamenskoe gorodiste has an area of 
4.65q miles (12sq km), of which 3.5sq miles 
‘9sqkm) consist of sand dunes by the name 
































no 


1 Sen settlement layer wich 
eat remains (e. 900 
hectares in ана) 

2 Cemetery of fat. 


91 Plan of the Konte 


sorodi&ce (afer Grako): 3 Pit howse 





of Kamenskie Kufugury. The site divides into 
two complexes which are spatially clearly 
separated from each other: an ‘acropolis’ (or 
kremlin) in the south west, and the Каада 
where the ordinary people lived. In the south 
cast and south west, where there are no steep 
river banks, kilometres of earth rampart close 
off the area from the open steppe. 

As large sections of the Séit were 
flooded by the Kachovka reservoir, the exca- 
vations took on the character of an emergency 
salvage operation. Detailed investigations 
were undertaken of the living and working 
quarters of the crafismen in the Кю, 
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4 Excacated burial mound 
5 Unexcasated burial mound 
5 Eighteenih-century ramparts 
7 ауан ramparts 

8 Pre-Sothion settlement 








whereas the acropolis section was accorded 
only scant attention. It was the original inten- 
tion to continue the excavations here, but 
unfortunately they have not been resumed, во 

iat this part of the site remains virtually 
unexplored. There are practically no scientific. 
analyses of the site; compared to the advanced 
investigative methods of the Belsk exca- 
vations, the Kamenskoc goroditée has thus 
fallen far behind. The discoveries are sen- 
sational enough, however: a large specialist 
metal-working centre, and all the indications 
of a royal residence on the nearby acropolis. 
‘This “fortress of metal-workers' is surrounded 





by a ring of open smallholding sites from the 
same period, usually no more than 0.5 to 1 
hectare in size. These evidently served 10 
provide agricultural produce for the crafts 
men, for although there are definite signs of 
manufacturing activity and livestock-breed- 
ing in the Auduguy arca, there is hardly any 
evidence of agriculture. 

"The outlines of numerous houses together 
with larger building complexes indicate a 
relative density of population in the inner 
section of the Kutugury. On the other hand 
there was a strip of land 2625-3937 ft (800. 
1200 m) wide between the south-east rampart 
and the actual inner arca which remained 
empty and was only settled — if at all іва 
kind of allotment system. Possibly it was used 
Tor keeping livestock. Within the im 
there are unusually clear traces of metal- 
working covering an area of al 

















tares, 
already 

and pieces of iron visible 

Unfortu 

made of 

Considering the size of the area settled the 








ions are very inadequate, 
together with the un 

their finds does not allow any 

the number of smelting furnaces operating at 
the same time, the approximate amount of 
iron produced or the number of foundries 
working alongside each other. Lumps of iron 
of relatively uniform weight and evidence of 
sawing indicate that they may have been 
processed into bars for trading purposes. 
excavations unearthed the remains of smelting 
furnaces, pieces of ore, many lumps of iron, 
drops spilt during casting, fragments of cru- 
cibles and moulds, as well as numerous fin- 
ished and half-finished products which pro- 
vide an insight into the various stages of work 
and the range of goods produced. Here we 
have ‘all round’ metallurgists, who were 
involved in winning the metal and — especially 
in the case of ron - all the stages of production 
from extracting the ore to turning out the 
finished product. Forging was of course of 
the utmost importance, especially smithies 
producing battle equipment. Weapons, arm- 



























our paris and horsearappings were made 
here, the three essential components which, 
‘owing to constant wear in daily use and on 
campaigns, were needed in large quantities. 
We can assume that this was a great weapon- 
producing centre under direct royal super- 
vision which also included gold- and silver- 
smiths’ workshops. 

The Kamenskoe godile was geographi- 
cally particularly well situated. For onc thing 
it lay just below the Dnieper rapids which 
originally obstructed river trafic, The Greek 
town of Olbia was thus easily reached, which 
together with the local population was doubt- 
less the main trading partner, In addition, the 
gornditle lay right on a Dnieper ford which 
provided easy access to the west bank. Today, 
опе of the largest iron-mining centres of the 
Soviet Union ` the Kriv with an 
excellent quality of ore of between 30 and 67 
ient is only 37 miles (60 km) 
Tn contrast to all the other 
the Ukraine, the ore here lies 

e and can in part even be 

rating а relatively thin. 
e the ore in shafis and 






























layer of loess, m 
ds was 


ore specimens from the Kamenskoc gorodite 
has proved that they originated from this 
ancient mining region 

Tt was presumably owing to the lack of 
wood that ore had to be transported, and this 


would have been a farther reason for choosing 
the Kamenskoe gorodiite. Apart from its prox- 
imity to iron ore deposits, the site on the banks 
of the Dnieper also afforded access to the 
extensive lowland forests. This made the 
transport of the large quantities of wood 
required for ore smelting much easier, since 
it could be floated down the Dnieper on гай. 
Copper, lead and zine were also smelted in 
addition to iron, There are zinc deposits in 
the nearby lower Dnieper region, but lead 
and copper had to be brought from a great 
distance. 
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From the point of view of fortification 
icropolis stood in the most favourable 
position, at the top of the steep bank of the 
Dnieper where it reaches a height of pen 
(20m) (parts of it subsequently subsided). Tt 
жаз surrounded by ramparts, on top of which 
stood а wall constructed of air-dried bricks 
made of a special clay compound. Vestiges of 
а mysterious arrangement of columns were 
along the top of the steep bank, the 

icance of which has not been established. 
of houses with stone foundations 
were discovered in the inner area. As men- 
tioned above, the acropolis was quite separate 

I-worki 


































ants pursued quite different occupation 

proportion of the bones of wild game 

in the acropolis than anywhere else 

whole of Scythia. 

(normally it was just 5 per 

quantity of Greek pottery with painted red 

figures clearly indicates the wealth of the 

abitants, who were able to afford these 

costly imported objects. Di 
ire further proof of the ofieq 



















fifth to the fourth century BC — an impres- 
sive concentra is developed 
vicinity. It is similar to the Gerrhus grave 
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landscape mentioned by Herodotus, and 
includes the graves of all the princes and kings 
‘Some of these, such as the Solocha 
are so close 10 the godie that 
we might be justified in assuming a direct 
connection. The importance of the 
Kamenskoe geroditte is so apparent that it can. 
hardly have been the seat of minor tribal 
aristocracy, but must have been a royal place 
of residence, Details of the building plan, 
the structure and organizacion of the whole 
complex and above all of which rulers resided 
in the ‘acropolis’ may best be established 
through further excavation 
Sites such as the Bel'sk and Kamenskoe 
gorodise, to which further examples could be 
ided, show clearly that town planning in 
thia was not merely a reflection of Medi- 
ideas, as was for a long time 
com- 












fer on be contrary, 
ш style which was adapted 


parts of Olbia, Bereza 
es. Archacologists a 
considerable 
interpretation of these sites which since the 
start of their systematic exploration have sig- 
nificantly contributed to the refinement of our 
picture of the Seythians. 








8 The Scythian kings 





Social structure, religion and 
“philosophy” 

The Seythians attributed 
kings to a mythical proge 
scent by the name of Targit 
neighbours in the north Pont cii 
assigned а dem 






Scythian country in his wande 
forced there to become the lover of a fabul 
alf serpen 
e in the wooded 








district of Hylaca, 
him three sons, of whom. 





erer 





passed the test 
the bow, set by his fathe 
ancestor of the royal Scythian kin 
are familiar with his pretty 











as we can gat 
three Kings always ruled si » 
Scythia, of whom one was given the honour, 
function, and rank of "kingein-chief‘, having 











carriers, soothsayers, ‘ordinary people 
slaves. The royal title was always heredi 
but we do not know the terms of inherit 
in any detail, nor what conditions the p 











the succession could not always be settled 
conjointly is shown by the historically-docu 
in the family of King Aria- 











‘The King’s signet ring 





even on only fragile 
often involves the rehabilitation 
n ancient author whose reliability had 
ly not been 100 highly rated, Th 
accounts given by Herodotus have also, 
been reinforced on many points by 
f modern research, becoming more 
the process. This app 
d which came to light 




























ical event one uf the most 


Book IV of Herodotus 





puse of Ariapeithes which 
ide. King Ariapeithes was 
хи 
of Herodotus visit to Olbia, and his agent 
was Herodotus’ source of informa- 
Ariapeithes had three wives of different 
nationalities: а Greek from Istria in the south, 
e Thracian King T 
is known) and a 
called Opoca. Each of these wives 
‘of the wife from Istria was 
called Seylas, that of the Thracian princess 
Octamasades, and the Scyth 
called Oricus. After Ariapeithes had been 
murdered by Spargapeithes, King of the Aga- 
thyri, Seylas succeeded to the thro 
he same time also Орос 
ves of his father 
Seylass mother had taught him to speak 
and write in Greek, and her education scems 
altogether to have alienated him from Seyth- 
ian culture. The King found himself discon- 









































us 








tented with the Seythian way of lie aml grew 
Olbia, where he had 
фий! итиндей by 


more and more fond 
1 large, rostly palace 
йн and sphinxes of white oi 











ever he went to the town with his army he 
would leave his men outside the walls and 
enter alone, without a hodyguar 

л. Once inside be would chan; 
K clothi 
vam ` ien for à m 
He also married û Greek woman from the 
all of shis 











two and sacrificed to Greek gods 
He had the 


fortified town locked and guarded so that nc 


secretly, of cours ies of Mie 








Seythian could observe his activitie 
Ti was during his initiation into the secret 
vult of Bagehie Di 


with cestatie excesses where the 











wun was struck: hy lightning and burnt 
The ground, and the Seythiar learnt of the 
their ruler. Sine de 

nlar Greck 

‚red in Scythia, 








adoption ol alien and in par 


синин wa abl һе chief 
Хеу 
selves led secretly up a tower from where they 
saw the King with their own eyes as lie went 

presumably in an advan 














vier madness and in undignified garb. 





Se ylas wis deposed, and while his half ' 





Öctamasudes wav being chosen as 4 
king he fled o Thraee 
reich his moths 

The 





new King мз nut in pursuit o 











his army, There, on the border, the Thracian 
army with his uncle at the head drew up 
opposite him, hut at the last minute ar th 





Thracians' suggestion the ro leaders came 










exchange ol unpopular relations w 
sinight refuge with the other side 
Thracian king. was given his brother wh 
Meed te the Seythians 


жаз delivered inte the hands 





and the hapless Sev 





Octan 
who, ii said, beheaded him on the spor, 

This fraternal feud in the Scythian royal 
household and its attendant. circums 




















ul medieval times, are known tn us only 

Herodot 

that scepticism at the very least would in this 
appropriate. So far it һа 

le to identify for certain any of the rich 

if one of the Scythian 

Specific costly 

















16 classify them with certainty, are almost 
uh lackin 
have 





Im the case of those we do. 
the name һа no connection with any 











img in the dark. 





Al the more exciting, therefore, was the 
diwovery ofa heavy gold signet ring engraved 


th the Gerek inscription SKYLEO and the 








Scythian guddess. Soylis's signet 





КОО 





ring was found only 6 miles (10km) from 
stia, not far from the Danube - almost 
exactly where the events described above are 
id to have taken place. А signet ring is a 
very personal object: even in Seythian times 
such rings were unique, and this one differs 
sharply from all the others in our posesion 
through the unusual circumstance of the 
name-engraving and also in the nature of the 
depiction. 

Did Seylas hand over the ring to someone 
else? Was it lost during his flight, or stolen 
from the dead man? Or was it taken from the 
unrecognized and looted grave of the fugitive 
King who, torn between two opposi 
tures, had come to such an ш 
do not know. The search fo 
his magnificent palace during excavations in 
Olbia has up to now also bee 
although such an exceptional building would 
be immedi nong the other- 
wise si even where all lie 










































date. 


Rex Scytharum Atheas 


Probably the most original figure among the 
Scythian Kings was Ateas, who fell in battle 
against Philip 11 of Macedonia in the carly 
summer of 339 HC. Greek sources referto him 
as Basileus Skython Аи, and in Latin sources 






















he is known as Rex Scytharum, and Strabo gives 
the additional information that he ruled over. 
the mass of barbs the region 





the Black Sea. There are many refer 
this king in ancient literature, and 
are taken together it becomes apparent that 
relatively few items of infor 
repeated. New episodes and anecdotes are 
continually offered which are not stereotyped 
they all appear to be original, and serve to 
characterize Ateas as a Scythian par excelence. 
He preferred the neighing of his horses to 
the warbling of flutes, it was reported 
doubtless with horror, for he had made this 
remark alter a concert given by the most 
celebrated Greek flautist, who had been taken 






















prisoner. Philip's emissarics described on thei 
return from Scythia how Ateas had given 
them an audience while he was grooming his 
horse, and had even asked alfably whether 
their ruler did the same. 

In a threatening letter to the inhabitants of 
Byzantium he told them that they had better 
mot try to frustrate his plans, otherwise his 

res would drink their water. 

о appoint himself the 
nd himself cheated of 
ed by Ateas's message 
that he had а son of his own, In order to 
camouflage his invasion of а foreign land, 
Philip announced that he was only intending 
to put up a statue of Heracles at the mouth 
of the Danube. But Ateas saw through the 
trick and replied that the statue should b 
hhanded over to him and he would see that 
was erected due respect, He could, 
however, o gn troops 

ту, and these 






































of the qu 
mpted, he added, his warriors would mi 
bronze arrowheads from the statue, It was no 
н the Mace ng, highly 
o pains to destroy this 
ulversary. Of the battle itself we know only 
Philip positioned his best riders to the 
rear of the warriors, with orders to Kill anyone 
ing to flee, 

















puted. 
From some sides he is seen only as a minor 
western king who in his expansion westwards 
Philip 11. The history 
to the war with Philip 
is confusing and does not help to clarify 
matters. Another view is that Ateas was the 
central king who united the whole of Sey 
for the first time under one rule. (When 

















he 
жаз an cartier “king-in-chie with two kings 


larly not elear from 
experts 


subordinate to him 
the sources.) The 








iech 
support the second theory, and with good 


reason. Bearing in mind that Ateas - if he did 
in fact reach such a biblical age — must have 
been born around 430 BC, and considering 
the nature of the following period, as revealed 
through archaeology, we can form a fairly 


um 





clear picture of the situation, 
century, the time of Ateas's reign, 
10 be Scythia's 
by the building of ext 
complexes like the Kamen 
by the great burial landscape in the Do 
bend district where the graves of prin 
kings show evidence 
power. Against this hac 
lo imagine 
incursions lo the west on the part ofa relatively 
likely 
to have been the political design of a centr 
sil e 








any decentralization, or indeed 


unimportant minor King; it seems n 





The fact that Ateas was dim 








sonally into banik 





his army p 
the idea that as a sy 











han a min 
1 Me 


milarly advan 


been Far more high-ranki 
The conflict with Philip c 
but his adversary, who was 














J One ofthe fee estan 








rus 


bis victory. Philip was seriously injured in the 
campaign - a lance pierced his thigh with 

force that his horse was killed under him 
And in addition his Scythian 
n back from him by recalcitrant 







Coins also contribute to the Arcas question 
ds have be 





reported so far in scholarly 
r the name of the king, 
and depicta typical Seythian rider with drawn 

bly an attempt to represent. the 
ing ruler in person 








The Scythian pantheon was fairly extensive 
Apart frum the main goddess Tabiti, goddess 
arth, we know of a series of deitle 

pomsibility 
reek tran 





whose rank order and arcas of 








the Scythian gods 
equivalent 10 Zeus, 


rus ithe Seythian 


lation. According tu 





Papeaus 
Oe 





and Api (his wife 


Pine: A 


Apollo), Argimpasa (Celestial Aphrodite), 
Thagimasadas (a ‘Poseidon’), Heracles, and 
a god of war or the sword to whom great 
sacrificial mounds were raised and over whose 
emblem, an ancient iron sword, the blood of 
animals and human beings was poured. 

‘The King was surrounded by a large num- 
ber of soothsayers, who practised their divina- 
tions using willow rods and the inner bark of 
the lime-tree. If their soothsaying was shown 
to be flawed their punishment was death by 
burning. 


Anacharsis, the wise man from the 
steppe 


To conclude our account of the Scythian 
‘world we shall briefly consider its underlying 
philosophical ideas, of which we have only a 
fragmentary knowledge. 

In harmony with their nature-orientated 
way of life and animal style in art, the 











Scythians’ philosophy, as represented by 
Anacharsis, was also very closely related to 
nature. This Scythian philosopher became so 


celebrated in Greece that he was even included 
among the Seven Sages. It seems that he went 
to Athens in 590 ВС, there becoming the 
friend of Solon, with whom he debated. The 
philosopher from afar was of royal lineage, 
possibly the brother of the reigning Scythian 
king, and it was presumably by reason of 
his noble birth that he was granted Attic 
citizenship and admitted to the Eleusinian 
Mysteries, an honour otherwise denied to 
barbarians. His extensive knowledge and his 
wisdom earned him admiration on all sides, 
ly after his participation in a ‘wisdom 

ion’. On his return to his homeland, 
to have met his death at the hands 
of his brother when he was caught practising 
the cult of Cybele and accused of having 
adopted forcign religious customs. 

‘The figure of Anacharsis and his tragic 
death made a strong impression on his con- 
temporaries and on later authors, and many 
references to him and reports of his sayings 
are found in the literature of antiquity. We 
shall conclude our brief summary of the cul- 














ture of this extinct horse-riding people with 
an episode surviving in the fragments from 
the ninth book of Diodorus (Vales. Excerpt 
5,23) which reveals something of the Scythian 
mind: 


Croesus sent for those men of Greece most 
renowned for their wisdom, and showing 
them the immense wealth of his treasuries, 
he bestowed rich gifs on those who praised 
his good fortune. And just as he had sum- 
moned to him those whose wisdom was 
most celebrated he also sent for Solon, for 
he intended that the testimony of these men 
should confirm his great happiness, Thus 
Anacharsis the Scythian, and Bias and 
Solon and Pittacus came to him and were 
all honoured and feasted together. He 
showed his riches and the greatness of his 
power to them also, At that time, however, 
таеп of learning were concise in their style 
of speech. Now when Croesus had shown 
these men the splendour of his realm and 
the great numbers of those who served him, 
he asked Anacharsis, the oldest among the 
wise men, which living being on carth he 
considered the bravest. Anacharsis said: 
the wildest animals, for they alone died 
willingly for their freedom. Croesus thought 
that this was the wrong answer but believed 
that the answer to his second question 
would be according to his wish, and so he 
asked him whom he considered to be the 
mu Her Mur eer eg nr 

the wildest animals, for they alone 
Бей according ю nature and not according 
to laws; and whereas nature was the work 
of God, the law was only the invention of 
man, and surely it was more just to abide 
by the works of God than by those of man. 
And now, wishing to get the better of 
‘Anacharsis, Croesus asked him whether he 
thought the wildest animals also the wisest: 
but the other declared this at once to be 
true, explaining that it was indeed a mark 
of wisdom to set the truth of nature above 
the statutes of the law. Croesus however 
ridiculed him, as if these answers savoured 
of Scythia and a bestial way of life. 
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96,97. Burial of a ate Sodium ing from the 
mausoleum of the cy of Neapolis Ze in 
the Crimea, thich superseded the Kamenskoe 
geredilt contre, The mausoleum contained 72 





ot bara, of which the ont Sang here 


attracted partalar interes owing to its grave 
lant and ils olen, The поету includes 
tee jewelry and (рга! articles of ch- 
thing, which can be dated back o the nd 
comia nc. The excavator PN, Sul бит 

in of the archavolagical fid (ine 








The burial is probably thut of King Saar, 
eh is documented n written sures, oof is 
des Palaces who ruled afer him. Ancient 
Ingend attributes 30 or cen B) sons to Scars, 
ам his id o have summoned бит o him 
hn he realized hs ud vn mar. He road: 
‚ach ane to ин a јаз, а task they all 
‘managed easly, See Ihm rel В0 juli 
nd commanded each bet the whole nf, 
ийй proce impossible. After this symbole ac 
the d king caulinad his sors thet they cold 
only he rong ud nc if they were umd, 
while the individual wand be oly destroyed. 





Historical summary 





Eighth century ВС 


Seventh ~ sixth century BC 


c. 592 Be 


520/19 вс 


513/12 вс 


End of sixth - fifth century BC 


c. 510 Bc 
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ın in region north of the Black 
Sea. Scythians invading from the east drive 
out Cimmerians who had settled there, 


Scythian campaigns into and apparent 28- 
year domination of the Near East 

Scythian (?)King Partatua demands one of the 
daughters of the Assyrian king Asarhaddon in 
marriage. 

The Caucasus becomes the Serien route’ 
10 the south. 








The Scythian philosopher Anacharsis in 
Athens (as Solon's contemporary and del 
ting partner). He is later chosen as one of the 
Seven Sages of Greece 





Scythians play a decisive part in the destruc- 
ion of the ancient Artaic empire in Transcau- 





The Persian king Darius's campaign against 
the Asiatic Scythians. Skuka, king of the Sakas 
‘of the pointed helmets’, is defeated and taken 
prisoner. 


Darius's campaign against the European Scy- 
thians. "Kingin-chiel Idanthyrsus and the 
two subordinate Kings Taxakis and Skopasis 
put the Persian army to flight 





Scythians recruited as police troops in 
Athens. 


Scythian envoys attempt to arrange a military 
allegiance with Cleomenes, King of Sparta, 
against the Persians. 


©. 450 Bo 


Second half of the fifth century BC 


Fourth century BC 


339 вс 


331 вс 


From third century BC 


End of third-beginning of second century BG 


Second century BC 


110 and 107 вс 


Herodotus visits Olbia and its environs. His 
Book IV describes the Scythians and their 
neighbours. 


Founding of the fortification known today as 
the Kamenskoc gorodit. During the ensuing 
period it develops into a complex resembling 
a town, with a metalworking centre and a 
royal residence. 











thia’s “Golden Age’. Development of a 
burial landscape near the Dnieper rapids, 
with a concentration of royal graves. Dobruja 

ja Minor’) brought under Scythian 
domination, 





King Ateas, aged 90, killed in battle against 
Philip H of Macedonia, near the Danube, 


Campaign of Zopyrion (Alexander the Great's 
governor in Thrace). Unsuccessful siege of 
Olbia, followed by complete annihilation of 
the army by the Scythians. 








‘The Sarmatians advancing from the cast 
gradually drive the Scythians back to the 
coastal areas and the Crimea, 


Scythi 
оы 





2) King Saitapharnes 
and is propitiated with gifts, 


threatens 





The newly-founded capital Neapolis Scythica. 
(near Simferopol’ in the Crimea) supersedes 
Kamenskoe gorodiléc. King Scilurus and his 
family are interred in the mausoleum at the 
city wall. 








King Palacus, son of Scilurus, suffers defeats 
at the hands of Diophantes, a commander of 
Mithradates VI of Pontus. 
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Ist 


From AD 9 


First century AD 





ird century AD 





Ovid, in exile in Tomis (modern Constanta 
in Rumania) on the western border of Scythia, 
calls the Black Sea the ‘Scythian Sea’ and tells 
of Scythian military operations. 


culture, 





Destruction of Neapolis. 
Ostrogoths) and extinction 
culture. 


ythica (possibly by 
of late Seythian 











Notes and references 





1 ‘What an appalling sight! They are doing. 


this themselves! So many palaces! What 
extraordinary strength of mind! What 
men! These are Scythians" Quoted here 
from Р.Р, Comte de Ségur, Histoire de 
Napoléon el de la Grande Armée pendant année 
1812, vol. 2, p. 34, 

There is, however, scant awareness of other 
aspects of the culture of this independent 
group of mounted warriors on the Black 
Sea. It is not uncommon to meet with the 
d view that we cannot expect 






















who was born to 
from the hurly-burly 


He was torn between a fear of death 
magining himself 
wander as a lonely 
those of sava 
(which led him to compose his own 
taph). In desperation he even tried his 
hand at writing in a foreign language, 
regarding himself as ‘almost а Getian poet’ 
(Oh the shame! I have even written 
poetry in the Getian language”), although 
‘Thracian grated on his cars 

"Tristia per vacuos horrent absinthia cam- 
pos" (Ovid, Epistulae ex Ponto TIL, 1, 14 
Пуа Repin (1844-1930): The Zaporochye 
Cossacks writing а letter to Sultan Muhamed 
IY, 1691, Russian Museum, Leningrad. 
Quotation translated from Wilhelm 
Rubruk, Reise zu den Mongolen 1253-1255 
(‘Journey to the Mongols’), translated and 
edited with notes by F. Risch, Leipzig 
1934, р. 34 

Quotation translated from H. Otten, 
Helhitische Totenritwale (“Hittite funeral 


























9 For this 1 am indebted to the 
forensic doctor Steffen Berg (Gottingen), 
who kindly agreed to make a theoretical 
assessment of the possible toxic effects of 
the poison, 
Nagaica = cat-o'-nine-tail 
11 (Translated) quotation from the journal 
of the ‘Master of Ceremonies of the Great 
iate, ed. R.F. Kreutel. Div Dokumente 
450, 1976, p. 32. 
Translated) quotation from J.G. Kohl, 
Reisen in Südrafland, (‘Journeys through 
southern Russia’), Part 1, 1841, p. 24; Part 
2, 1841, p. 234 
Herodotus IV, 66. 
Ti has been suggested that the fact that 
women were armed was due to both а 
‘need for assertion’ and, against ће back- 
ground of a general increase in military 
involvement, a kind of ‘young girls sport 
before marriage’ which was retained by 
some women well into maturity. The the- 
‘ory has also been put forward that the 
Amazons constituted a special group in 
society, perhaps even а particularly 
‘emancipated’ one, or that they were a 
relic of an earlier matriarchal society. 
An Islamic secret society (c.1 100-1200 
ВС) whose members used hashish to work 
themselves into a trance before going into 
battle. 
16 Kohl, 1841, p. 181. 
17 Kohl, 1841, p. 194. 
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